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since 2001, more 
Americans identify as 
liberal than conservative 
on social issues.
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More states are ending jobless
benefit, but will workers return?

Experts disagree about whether the extra $300 payments
have made people reluctant to search for work. In Money

Emmys: Who should really
be nominated? Our picks

We’re predicting a few disappointing snubs
when the nods are announced this week. In Life

Soaring to the
edge of space 
The success of billionaire Richard
Branson’s historic flight is a leap
forward for celestial tourism. 3A

Virgin Galactic's VMS Eve climbs before releasing the VSS Unity and its crew to ascend more than 50 miles above Earth. DAVID LIENEMANN/GETTY IMAGES

Donald Trump’s false claims about
the 2020 presidential election may have
failed to gain traction in the courts, but
the former president’s political base is
racking up judicial wins in the country’s
voting rights war.

Conservative activists succeeded in
getting 17 states to pass more than two

dozen laws tightening election
procedures since January. The GOP has
also done well defensively, blocking
congressional Democrats from enacting
federal changes last month.

Heading into the final weeks of sum-
mer, liberals worry their opponents will
be encouraged to pursue further restric-
tions after a U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion this month upheld two Arizona
election measures, which guts the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, some legal schol-
ars warned.

“This is not a great outcome for those
who believe that voting is truly impor-

tant in a democracy and for those who
generally are more marginalized from
voting,” said Melissa Murray, a New
York University law professor.

Left-leaning activists said the 6-3 de-
cision signals the high court has turned
its back on protecting communities of
color against voter suppression laws. 

They forecast a gloomy 2022 of dra-
conian rules coming through the legisla-
tive pipeline in states that will have a
disproportionate impact on Black, His-
panic and Native American voters.

Voting rules tighten across nation 
High court decision may
lead to more restrictions

Phillip M. Bailey
USA TODAY
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h In battle for Republican Party control,
candidates test value of endorsement.See VOTING RIGHTS, Page 4A

In the Santa Catalina Mountains north of Tucson,
Arizona, soil repels water across the burn scar of the
2020 Bighorn Fire. Steep slopes and an imminent
monsoon mean the hydrophobic ground is ripe for ero-
sion.

In the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests of east-
ern Arizona, the remnants of salvage logging, thinning
operations and prescribed fires mark the areas burned
by two of the state’s largest wildfires, the Wallow, in
2011, and Rodeo-Chediski, in 2002. Saplings are seed-
ing near truncated stumps throughout the scorched
landscape, hinting at the natural regeneration slowly
taking root amid the long-term aftermath of the
flames.

In the Chiricahua National Monument in south-
eastern Arizona, burnt branches are all that is left of
once-full squirrel nests. In the decade since the 2011
Horseshoe II Fire was contained, wildlife endemic to
the area remain missing. Scientists are searching for
signs of life and attempting to understand how vegeta-
tion is recovering, in the hopes of being able to predict
and prepare for future fires.

Fueled by overzealous fire suppression, drier sum-

Ann Youberg, a senior research scientist with the Arizona Geological Survey, checks a tool that measures the ground’s
hydraulic conductivity. Parts of the 2020 Bighorn Fire scar now fail to absorb water. ANTON L. DELGADO/USA TODAY NETWORK

As wildfires get worse, true toll
on scorched lands uncertain
Scientists are troubled by how burned
forests in the Southwest aren’t recovering

Anton L. Delgado
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

A ponderosa pine sapling hints at a slow natural regeneration in
the burn area of the 2011 Wallow Fire in the Apache National
Forest of Arizona. MARK HENLE/USA TODAY NETWORK 

See LANDSCAPE, Page 2A

Three years ago, Florida lawyer Eric
Glazer offered a dire warning: The
state’s condo buildings faced an “ab-
solutely avoidable” crisis stemming
from years of willfully neglected main-
tenance combined with lax govern-
ment oversight.

Writing on his blog “Condo Craze
and HOAs,” Glazer warned that build-
ing after building lacked the savings to
fund increasingly common repairs. He
understood, he wrote, why it’s hard to
get condo and homeowners associa-
tions to set aside money for mainte-
nance, especially for retirees on limit-
ed incomes.

Still, he said, hoping that cracking
concrete and leaky roofs would fix
themselves was gambling with prop-
erty and lives.

“So many people, especially sen-
iors, are rolling the dice thinking that
none of these repairs will be necessary
while they own the property. That may 

SURFSIDE DISASTER

Amid closer
scrutiny, will
condo owners
foot the bill?
Collapse jolts US cities
to ramp up inspections 

Trevor Hughes
USA TODAY

‘Condo wars’
Infighting, financial battles play out in
condos, HOAs across the U.S. 6A

See INSPECTIONS, Page 6A
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WASHINGTON – When As-
sociate Justice Amy Coney Bar-
rett joined the Supreme Court
last year, some predicted a di-
minished role for the man who
had emerged in recent years as
the court’s swing vote: Chief
Justice John Roberts.

After all, with six conserva-
tives on the high court for the
first time in decades, Roberts’
vote was technically no longer
needed to decide legal chal-
lenges over abortion, guns, reli-
gious freedom and other issues
with the outcomes long sought
by the right.

But as one big opinion after
another landed in the term that
ended this month, a more nu-
anced picture of Roberts’ pow-
er came into focus. Though the
chief justice no longer cast tie-
breaking votes, his incremental
approach to the court’s work –
narrow opinions designed to
build coalitions resulting in
majorities – once again pre-
vailed. 

Out of 67 opinions, two end-
ed with Roberts outflanked by
his fellow conservatives. Both
of those involved government
regulations intended to slow
the coronavirus pandemic that
the court concluded trampled
on Americans’ right to worship.

“Roberts is still exercising a
considerable amount of influ-
ence, though it’s not by being
the swing vote,” said David
Cole, national legal director at
the American Civil Liberties
Union. “He’s continuing to ex-
ercise his influence through his
commitment to the institution,
his commitment to avoiding
partisan decisions, and in par-
ticular by his championing of
what he calls minimalism.”

Roberts’ soft power was
most pronounced in a dispute
between Philadelphia and a
Catholic foster care agency
that, citing religious objec-
tions, declined to screen same-
sex couples as potential par-
ents. 

In his opinion for the court,
the chief justice concluded
Philadelphia’s anti-discrimina-
tion requirement included an
exemption for secular entities,
therefore didn’t treat religious
and non-religious groups the
same. By taking that route, he
avoided the more contentious
question of whether to over-
turn a 1990 precedent that
makes it harder to file religious
claims when a regulation does
apply equally to, say, hardware
stores and churches.

In another narrow decision,
the court threw out the latest
challenge to the Affordable
Care Act by concluding the
plaintiffs did not have standing
to sue because they were not
harmed by the 2010 law’s re-
quirement that all Americans

obtain health insurance.
Roberts, nominated to the

court in 2005 by President
George W. Bush, needed help to
push for those more limited
outcomes – and he got it in case
after case. That help most often
came from Associate Justice
Brett Kavanaugh and, to a less-
er extent, Barrett. 

“What’s important isn’t
John Roberts’ power,” said Mi-
chael McConnell, director of
the constitutional law center at
Stanford Law School and a for-
mer federal appeals court
judge. “What’s important is
that (court dynamics) are likely
to augur a longer-term shift to-
ward less disruptive and fewer
aggressive decisions.”

Counterargument

By one measure – the share
of opinions in which he was in
the majority – Roberts lost in-
fluence. The chief justice sided
with the majority 86% of the
time in divided cases over the
past nine months, compared
with 94% during the 2019-2020
term, according to the Supreme
Court Database, housed at
Washington University School
of Law.

That allowed Kavanaugh –
who was on the winning side in
93% of cases – to surpass Rob-
erts as the justice most often in
the middle.

Other measures suggest
Roberts, 66, is getting his way.
Even as the court became more

conservative, 43% of its opin-
ions were unanimous, accord-
ing to data compiled by SCO-
TUSblog. That’s the highest
share since the 2016-2017 term.

This term, the court handed
down nine opinions in which it
split 6-3 along conservative-
liberal lines, including two
highly political cases at the
end. In one, Roberts joined with
the court’s other conservatives
in placing curbs on when voters
may challenge election laws
that have a disproportionate
impact on racial and ethnic mi-
norities.

Those were the exceptions.
“I’ll put it very colloquially: It

wasn’t the Democratic blood-
bath some expected,” said Lee
Epstein, a law professor at
Washington University in St.
Louis. “The data show a con-
servative court, but a more
moderate conservative court.”

There were four other 6-3
combinations in which the jus-
tices didn’t vote along expected
lines. Barrett wrote an opinion
absolving a police officer from
violating a 1986 anti-hacking
law when he ran a license plate
in exchange for cash. 

She was joined by three lib-
erals and two conservatives,
Kavanaugh and Associate Jus-
tice Neil Gorsuch.

Roberts dissented in that
case.

“There were very few con-
ventional ideological splits,”
said Ilya Shapiro, a vice presi-
dent at the libertarian Cato In-

stitute. “In some respects, Rob-
erts is fighting a rear-guard ac-
tion. Since he’s not in the mid-
dle, he’s got more work to do.”

Rarely alone 

Epstein said one explana-
tion for the unusual voting line-
ups is the notion of a moderate
wing emerging, bringing to-
gether at least some conserva-
tives and liberals in the middle.
Another is that the justices ap-
peared to go out of their way to
not hear the kind of controver-
sial cases that would draw at-
tention. 

Roberts had a hand in both
situations. 

The chief justice has long
been tough to pin down. Con-
servatives fumed when he sid-
ed with liberals in the case up-
holding the Affordable Care Act
in 2012. Liberals never forgave
him for joining conservatives in
2013 to strike a provision of the
1965 Voting Rights Act requir-
ing some states to get federal
approval for new voting laws.

Roberts did something un-
usual this term: He wrote his
first and only solo dissent, sid-
ing with a university after a
student challenged a policy
barring him from handing out
religious material on campus. 

Roberts was never on his
own again for the rest of the
term.

“He’s not the clear center of
the court,” Epstein said. “But
he’s still very much a player.”

No longer swing vote, Roberts reigns at high court
Chief justice still
wields the power

John Fritze
USA TODAY

mers, rising temperatures and
a relentless drought, wildfires
across Arizona and the South-
west have been sparking more
frequently, burning at greater
severity and scorching more
land.

“What we’re seeing overall is
outside the scale of what this
landscape has experienced in
the past and what it’s capable
of accommodating,” said wild-
life historian Stephen Pyne.
“Ten or even 20 years after the
event, we have not seen the re-
covery that I would have pre-
dicted had these fires occurred
in the 1960s or 70s. It’s just too
dry.”

This fire regime, which has
intensified in the past three
decades, is transforming the
state’s once-dense forests. The
long-term effect on plant re-
growth, wildlife habitat, water-
shed health and forest fuels are
at the forefront of studies.

“Have you ever played 52-
card pickup?” asked Don Falk, a
professor at the School of Natu-
ral Resources and the Environ-
ment at the University of Arizo-
na, who is leading research in
burn scars across the Catali-
nas.

In the game, more a practical
joke, a dealer throws the deck
into the air and instructs play-
ers to pick up the cards. Ecol-
ogy after a megafire is just like
it, according to Falk.

“After these big disturbance
vents, like wildfires, all the
pieces of an ecosystem get
thrown up into the air and reor-
ganized, like a deck of cards,”
Falk said. “Learning more

about what happens when the
cards come down is a central
question we need to be con-
cerned about. We need to know
if these forests are going to re-
cover to what they were or if the
cards are going to fall in a way
none of us have ever seen.”

As new wildfires spread
across tinder-dry Arizona this
year, research groups are revis-
iting the Rodeo-Chediski, Wal-
low, Horseshoe II, Bighorn,
Bush and other burn scars to
understand how the ecosys-
tems have been reshuffled.

Fires alter forest floor 

Becky Beers steadies each
step with her hiking poles as
she descends one of the many
steep slopes in the Santa Cata-
lina Mountains. As an experi-
ment, and to catch her breath,
Beers drops to the ground and
brushes aside a thin layer of
vegetation litter.

Portions of the soil under-
neath are still tinged slightly
darker by the low-severity
flames that burned during the
2020 Bighorn Fire. Whipping
out her water dropper, Beers
squeezes out a series of drop-
lets. Each sits impeccably
beaded on the surface of the
soil for minutes before starting
to show the slightest sign of
sinking into the earth.

“Imagine that but in a high-
severity burn area,” Beers said,
looking at the droplets. “Imag-
ine that but throughout the en-
tire burn scar.”

Swathes of soil within the
Bighorn Fire’s nearly 120,000-
acre burn scar are now hydro-
phobic, meaning the soil fails to
absorb water. Beers, a research
specialist with the Arizona
Geological Survey, says this re-

sistance to water can attribute
to erosion during the monsoon.

Falk and a research team
from the University of Arizona
plan to survey approximately
80 study plots across the Cata-
linas. The plots burned at dif-
ferent severities and a varying
number of times in the Bighorn,
2002 Bullock and 2003 Aspen
Fires.

“A recovery is a beautiful
ecological process,” said Emily
Fule, who is leading the study’s
field team. “That process is
critical to understand because
with climate change, the wild-
fires in these areas are expect-
ed to be more common and
more severe. If this continues,
our research might show the
possibility that these forests
won’t recover from high-sever-
ity wildfires.”

The term “recovery” has an
uncertain and complex defini-
tion in post-wildfire ecology.
Eventually, Falk says, all forests
“recover” in one way or another.
But that doesn’t mean the eco-
systems are anything like what
they were before the fire.

Post-fire ecology, com-
pounded by the ongoing
drought, is often better suited
for invasive plant species that
can spread faster than native
species.

“If you have a stable ecosys-
tem, native plants can hold
their own and repel invaders.
But when those places are dis-
turbed by wildfires or erosion,
it creates primary succession,”
Falk said. “When fire comes
through and kills all the native
vegetation, everything needs to
find its way back. But what’s
different this time is that post-
fire invasive grasses are better
suited for these environments.
So, by the time natives get

there, the invasives have taken
root.”

The relationship between
grasses and wildfires is what
Falk calls a “5-million-year-old
love affair.” In essence, wild-
fires make it easier for grasses
to grow and grasses make it
easier for wildfires to spread.

Less than 150 miles south-
east of the Catalinas are the
Chiricahuas.

A decade ago, wide areas of
the mountain range, including
parts of the Chiricahua Nation-
al Monument, burned in the
Horseshoe II Fire. Over nearly
50 days in 2011, it scorched
223,000 acres.

Andrew Barton, a fire ecolo-
gist and biology professor at
the University of Maine
Farmington, has been conduct-
ing research in the Chiricahuas
since 1986. On the five-year an-
niversary of Horseshoe II, Bar-
ton helped survey plots of land
burned at varying severities.

Now, 10 years after the fire,
Barton is back to resurvey the
plots.

As part of the research, Bar-
ton and his team are studying
the sap flow within trees across
the burn scar. The researchers
hope to understand the rela-
tionship between post-fire tree
recovery and water.

The research is being funded
by NASA, which hopes to see if
its ECOsystem Spaceborne

Thermal Radiometer Experi-
ment on Space Station, or
ECOSTRESS, instrument can
be used to predict the recovery
of Southwestern forests.

When it comes to the role
humans have in forest recov-
ery, Barton says there are only
two potential action plans.
First, do nothing and hope for-
ests naturally recover to a
healthy state, or second, inter-
vene with the best science
available and try to guide re-
covery.

In the over 35 years he has
been doing research in the
Chiricahuas, Barton’s opinions
have changed.

“When I started coming
here, I believed humans should
quit intervening with nature,”
Barton said. “But now with how
extreme climate change is, I
don’t see how intervening is
any different than what we’ve
already done. What we’ve done
has been haphazard, maybe
now, we could do some good in-
tervening in a more intentional
way.” 

Barton recalls being stunned
by the scale and severity of the
1994 Rattlesnake Fire, which
burned 25,000 acres across the
Chiricahuas. Less than 20
years later, the Horseshoe II
Fire would burn nearly nine
times that amount of land.

“If I had only known then,”
Barton said.

Landscape
Continued from Page 1A
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TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES, N.M. –
Billionaire entrepreneur and adventurer
Richard Branson’s dream of space travel
was realized and celestial tourism took a
leap forward Sunday as Virgin Galactic’s
rocket ship reached the edge of space
during a historic flight from Spaceport
America.

Branson and his crew experienced
about four minutes of weightlessness
before their space plane smoothly glid-
ed to a runway landing. The entire trip,
delayed 90 minutes because of bad
weather the previous night, lasted
about an hour. An ecstatic Branson
hugged family and friends who greeted
him after landing.

“It was just magical,” Branson said.
“It’s 17 years of painstaking work, the
occasional horrible down – and large
ups with it. And today was definitely the
biggest up.”

Branson, who turns 71 this week, and
a crew of two pilots and three mission
specialists were carried to an altitude of
more than eight miles by the aircraft
VMS Eve, named after Branson’s moth-
er. Live video then showed the space
plane VSS Unity release from between
the mother ship’s twin fuselages, using
rocket power to fly to the boundary of
space, more than 50 miles above the
Earth.

Tributes – and criticism – rolled in on
social media.

“Congrats to @richardbranson & the
entire team @virgingalactic!” tweeted
Gen. Jay Raymond, chief of space oper-
ations for the U.S. Space Force. “Your
years of hard work & dedication paid off
today with a flawless flight to the edge of
Space.”

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders was
less impressed: “Here on Earth, in the
richest country on the planet, half our
people live paycheck to paycheck, peo-
ple are struggling to feed themselves,
struggling to see a doctor – but hey, the
richest guys in the world are off in outer
space! Yes. It’s time to tax the billion-
aires.”

Branson, a brash, charismatic Lon-
don native who founded Virgin Atlantic
Airways in 1984 and Virgin Galactic 20
years later, had planned the flight for
later this summer. 

He moved it up after competitor Blue
Origin and its founder, Jeff Bezos, an-
nounced plans to ride their rocket into
space from West Texas on July 20. 

Blue Origin, which in recent days has
launched a social media campaign dis-
paraging Virgin Galactic, softened its
tone in the hours before the flight,
tweeting: “Wishing you a great flight to-
morrow @virgingalactic!”

After the flight, Bezos tweeted:
“@richardbranson and crew, congratu-
lations on the flight. Can’t wait to join
the club!”

In keeping with Branson’s reputation
as a showman, The Late Show’s Ste-
phen Colbert was hosting Virgin Galac-
tic’s livestream of the event. R&B sing-
er-songwriter Khalid performed his new
song “New Normal” on stage after Bran-
son and his entourage returned to Earth.

Virgin Galactic has plans for two
more test flights before commercial ser-

vice is expected to begin in 2022. 
The company says more than 600

people already have signed up for flights
at an estimated $250,000 per person.

Branson announced that charity
fundraising platform Omaze is giving
away two tickets for one of the VSS Unit-
y’s first commercial flights. The winner
and one guest are set to be among the
first everyday citizens to travel aboard a
spacecraft.

The sweepstakes are open through
Aug. 31, and donations will support the
nonprofit Space for Humanity, which
aims to send citizen astronauts of di-
verse racial, economic and disciplinary
backgrounds to space. 

“We’re here to make space more ac-

cessible to all,” Branson said. 
“We want to turn the next generation

of dreamers into the astronauts of today
and tomorrow.”

Blue Origin has not begun to sell
tickets but has dismissed Virgin Galac-
tic’s flight plans as failing to actually
reach space.

“Only 4% of the world recognizes a
lower limit of 80 km or 50 miles as the
beginning of space,” Blue Origin tweet-
ed Friday. 

“New Shepard flies above both
boundaries. One of the many benefits of
flying with Blue Origin.”

Blue Origin launches capsules atop
reusable booster rockets, while Virgin
Galactic uses an aircraft to get its rocket
ship aloft.

Blue Origin intends to send tourists
past the so-called Karman line 62 miles
above Earth, which is is recognized by
international aviation and aerospace
federations as the threshold of space. 

NASA, the Air Force, the Federal Avi-
ation Administration and some astro-
physicists consider the boundary be-
tween the atmosphere and space to be-
gin 50 miles up. 

Thus passengers on Virgin Galactic
trips, which can reach a maximum alti-
tude of about 55 miles, earn astronaut
wings.

Virgin Galactic’s efforts have come at
a price. An earlier version of VSS Unity,
the VSS Enterprise, broke apart during a
2014 test flight. One pilot died and an-
other was injured.

Virgin Galactic reached space for the
first time in 2018. Successful flights also
were recorded in 2019 and most recently
in May. The company gained permis-
sion from the FAA last month to start
launching customers.

Branson’s presence on the flight
raised global interest in the test flight
and reflected his confidence in the safe-
ty of his enterprise. Branson also be-
came the second oldest person to reach
space. In 1998, astronaut John Glenn
flew on the shuttle at age 77.

“I have dreamt about this moment
since I was a child,” Branson tweeted.
“But going to space was more magical
than I ever imagined.”

Bacon reported from Arlington, Va.
Contributing: Nate Chute, USA TODAY
Network; The Associated Press

‘Magical’: Branson reaches edge of space

Virgin Galactic founder Richard Branson, left, with Sirisha Bandla on his
shoulders, cheers after going into space on a Virgin Galactic vessel, a voyage he
described as the “experience of a lifetime.” PATRICK T. FALLON/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Entrepreneur fulfills his
dream after decades

Algernon D’Ammassa and John Bacon
USA TODAY

“We want to turn the next

generation of dreamers into

the astronauts of today and

tomorrow.”
Richard Branson

WASHINGTON – Two-thirds of
American congregations heard explicit-
ly political messaging in sermons in the
immediate run-up to the 2020 election
and more than a quarter of churches
posted something overtly political on
their websites, according to an analysis
by the Pew Research Center.

Politics weren’t mentioned evenly
across sects, though; Pew found 71% of
evangelical Protestant congregations
heard at least one sermon referencing
the election vs. 63% of both mainline
Protestant and historically Black Prot-
estant congregations and only 41% of
Catholic congregations.

The analysis examined 12,832 public-
ly available sermons from 2,143
churches from Aug. 30 to Nov. 8, 2020,
the height of a fierce election season
and a period of rising coronavirus cases
nationally. 

The COVID-19 pandemic was the
most discussed topic by clergy, with
83% of congregations hearing at least
one sermon touching on the pandemic.
Clergy who mentioned the pandemic of-
ten also did so multiple times while
preaching. 

The study is not necessarily a repre-
sentative sample of what Americans
heard in religious messages because it
doesn’t account for non-Christian faiths
or churches that didn’t share their ser-
mons publicly online.

Yet the report’s findings do under-
score the need that many congregants
and clergy felt to address the top issues
in the national conversation, including
the ongoing pandemic, racial justice
and the 2020 election.

In all cases, the election and politics
were the second most discussed topic,
followed by racism. 

Pew also found that different topics
were more widely discussed between
denominations and demographics.

Catholic priests were the least likely

to touch on the major topics of the day,
with only 41% of priests mentioning the
election in a sermon and 32% touching
on racism. 

More than two-thirds, 69%, of
Catholic priests touched on the pan-
demic in their sermons, a number an av-
erage of10 percentage points lower than
other major Christian branches.

Historically Black protestant
churches were likeliest to discuss rac-
ism, with 52% of congregations hearing
a sermon that touched on race. 

Mainline protestant churches saw a
similar number, with 50% of churches
hearing at least one sermon in the peri-
od that touched on racism.

The language used and issues dis-
cussed by clergy also varied across de-
nominations. Historically Black protes-
tant churches were far more likely to en-
courage their congregations to vote and
use words like “register” and “suppress”
in messages.

Evangelical churchgoers were most
likely to discuss the election and “dis-
proportionately used phrases related to
prayer and to forces of evil,” according to
Pew.

Evangelical congregations were
much more likely to hear election-relat-
ed calls to pray, often within common
phrases like “pray for the president” or
“pray for our president.” References to
“Satan” and “hell” were also referenced
more often than in other congregations. 

Evangelical protestant churches, at
41%, heard racism discussed in ser-
mons. Such terms as “police officer,”
“crime” and “convict” were commonly
used in such discourse.

When discussing racism, historically
Black congregations were most likely to
hear terms like “anti-racism” and “white
supremacist” used by pastors while
evangelical protestants heard more
vague terms such as “racial tension” in
sermons.

Catholic and mainline protestant
congregations, meanwhile, more often
discussed the election and other current
events in the context of their religious
practices, with such words as “mass”
and “communion” most commonly oc-
curring in election-related sermons.

Sermons turned political
in 2020, analysis finds
Pew Research Center
tracked churches’ topics 

Matthew Brown
USA TODAY
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“This decision is saying that democ-
racy is for white people and that it is OK
if a law creates an additional burden on
a community,” said LaTosha Brown, co-
founder of Black Voters Matter, which
has led mobilization efforts throughout
the South.

One of the first places where activists
are bracing for conservatives to take ad-
vantage of the high court’s decision is
Texas, where lawmakers started a spe-
cial session to deal with “unfinished
business,” according to Republican
Gov. Greg Abbott.

Among the items on the agenda is a
Republican-backed bill that Democrats
argue targets racial minorities by over-
hauling the election process through
changing early voting hours on Sunday.

Sean Morales-Doyle, acting director
of the Voting Rights and Elections Pro-
gram at the Brennan Center for Justice,
a liberal think tank, said there is no sign
Republican-controlled legislatures will
relent.

“The Supreme Court’s decision will
certainly embolden some who are inter-
ested in restricting the right to vote,” he
said. “There will be some who feel that
this gives them permission to do more.”

Morales-Doyle said there is hope that
President Joe Biden and congressional
Democrats will take steps to expand ac-
cess before midterm elections.

Vice President Kamala Harris, who is
in charge of the White House’s voting
rights fight, unveiled a $25 million Dem-
ocratic investment Thursday to “assem-
ble the largest voter protection team” in
history.

“We are fighting back,” Harris told an
audience at Howard University. “In
states, we have successfully blocked
some anti-voter bills from becoming law
– and others are being challenged in
court. In Congress, we are working to
pass two bills into law that would pro-
tect and strengthen voting rights.”

GOP: Arizona case win for voters

In conservative circles, the Supreme
Court’s decision in Arizona is seen as a
step to protect people’s faith in the bal-
lot box.

Arizona Attorney General Mark
Brnovich, who successfully argued the
case, told USA TODAY the six justices
who ruled in his favor simply estab-
lished that states have the legal right to
create their own guidelines.

“I do not believe that election integri-
ty should be a partisan issue,” Brnovich
said. “Everyone deserves to know that
their vote has been accurately counted
and to have confidence in the election
results.“

Proponents of stricter rules said it is
unfair to try to connect all of the
changes pursued by Republicans at the
state level to former President Trump’s
accusations about the election. The Ari-
zona case stems from a pair of laws
passed before he was elected.

“The legislation you’re seeing now,
regardless of whatever it was Donald
Trump said post-election, is a reaction
to a lot of the pre-election changes that
the left was seeking,” said Republican
election attorney Jason Torchinsky,
who filed a brief backing Brnovich.

Torchinsky said states need to up-
date rules around procedures such as
mail-in voting, which many states used
for the first time during the coronavirus
pandemic. He said that raised legiti-
mate questions among conservatives
who don’t agree with Trump’s false as-
sertions about the election.

“Historically, there have been all
kinds of checks in place to verify peo-
ple’s identity when they come to vote,”
Torchinsky said. “With mail balloting,
you have less of an opportunity to do
that, so it makes sense that there are go-
ing to be controls put in place that you
know who is actually requesting and
casting absentee ballots.”

Of the two Arizona policies at issue in
the Supreme Court case, the one limit-
ing how voters return absentee ballots is
the most contentious. 

Supporters have long argued the
practice – called “ballot harvesting” by
critics – is meant to help low-income
voters who cannot locate their polling
place or lack transportation or mail ser-
vice. An appeals court finding leading
up to the Supreme Court case showed
only 18% of Native Americans in Arizo-
na had access to home mail service.

Twenty-six states allow a voter to as-
sign another person to return a ballot,
according to the nonpartisan National
Conference of State Legislatures. Many
other state laws are silent on the matter.

Third-party individuals and groups
collecting ballots on behalf of voters is
something both parties engaged in dur-
ing past elections. 

Jason Snead, executive director of
the Honest Elections Project, a group

founded by former Trump adviser Leon-
ard Leo that advocates for stricter vot-
ing laws, said his organization has never
defended the former president’s asser-
tion that the election was stolen, and he
criticized the rampage by Trump’s fol-
lowers at the Capitol in January to dis-
rupt the congressional confirmation of
Biden’s victory.

But he said there is a legitimate rea-
son many want to “tighten the nuts and
bolts” of voting policies.

“You don’t wait to lock your front
door until after you’ve been robbed,”
Snead said. “Everyone knows you lock
your front door at night, whether you’ve
been robbed or not.” 

In defending election changes, GOP
operatives and lawyers often call atten-
tion to the 2018 congressional race in-
volving North Carolina Republican
Mark Harris, who was forced to drop out
after an investigation into a GOP opera-
tive illegally tampering with collected
absentee ballots.

Snead said that case underscores
why allowing people with a vested inter-
est in the outcome to collect ballots is
rife for misbehavior – whether fraud is
found to be widespread or not.

“The issue is not when voters, like the
elderly or sick, need to get help or that
they should not be able to get help,” he
said. “The question is who should be
providing that help, and what protec-
tions do there need to be in place in or-
der to ensure the sanctity of voting
process.”

The Honest Elections Project re-
leased a statement Thursday, the day
Texas legislators convened for their
special session, saying election reform
“deserves open and honest debate,” in-
cluding discussion on “stronger bans on
ballot (harvesting).”

Whether Lone Star State officials
take heed, legal thinkers and political
operatives on the right aren’t shying
away from the possibility of seeking
those provisions in other states in the
coming months.

“Elections are an area where there is

essentially a constant need for change
because a lot of what’s happening is
subject to change regularly,” Torchinsky
said. “You look back 30 years ago, the
number of states where you could vote
absentee, no excuse was extremely lim-
ited. Now, it’s more than half the coun-
try. The way we run elections are evolv-
ing, and I think states as laboratories of
democracy should have the flexibility to
evolve and change as people’s voting
habits change and as policies change.” 

Voting Rights Act on ‘last leg’

For liberals, this latest chapter in the
fight over U.S. elections is more than a
political setback before next year’s mid-
terms.

Many view the Arizona case as the
death knell for the Voting Rights Act, the
landmark 1965 legislation achieved
from the civil rights movement.

“What is tragic here is that the court
has (yet again) rewritten – in order to
weaken – a statute that stands as a
monument to America’s greatness, and
protects against its basest impulses,”
Justice Elena Kagan wrote in a dissent
for the high court’s liberal wing.

Kagan referred to Shelby County v.
Holder, a case in 2013 when the Su-
preme Court eliminated Section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act, which for decades re-
quired states with a history of racially
discriminatory laws, including Arizona,
to obtain federal approval before mak-
ing any voting rule changes.

Without the requirement of federal
oversight, voting rights advocates
leaned on another provision – Section 2
– which allowed litigation against vot-
ing restrictions that discriminate,
whether intentionally or not.

Liberals fret that part of the act is in
jeopardy after the high court’s conser-
vative majority concluded that the bur-
dens imposed by the two Arizona laws
were modest and acceptable.

Further, the court held, any racial
disparity in Arizona was too small to vi-
olate federal law.

“Voting takes time and, for almost ev-
eryone, some travel, even if only to a
nearby mailbox,” Justice Samuel Alito
wrote in the majority opinion. “Mere in-
convenience cannot be enough.”

Murray, the NYU law professor, told
USA TODAY the ruling creates a higher
legal bar in terms of proving discrimina-
tion for any voting rights challenge. She
said the Voting Rights Act is “definitely
on its last leg.” 

Alito’s opinion asserted that because
voting requires “some effort,” people
should expect the “usual burdens of vot-
ing.” When it comes to discrimination,
he said, the courts must consider the
“size of any disparities” on members of a
different racial or ethnic group.

That concerns voting rights advo-
cates, given the act’s decadeslong reli-
ance on the effects-based theory of li-
ability – that even a neutral policy
change can disproportionately affect
one group.

“Everybody understands that in this
day and age, there is no one who’s going
to stand on the floor of any statehouse
saying, ‘You know, what I really want to
do with this law is to stop Black people
and Native Americans from voting,’ ”
Murray said. “No one is ever going to say
that, so it’s really this nod to more subtle
changes that certain restrictions are go-
ing to disproportionately impact certain
communities.”

Grassroots activists said the court
ruling ignores practical roadblocks that
make it harder for certain groups to
vote, such as ballot drop boxes being
less available to Indigenous voters on
reservations in Arizona.

“Now the burden is you have to show
whether it was intentional,” said Brown,
the Black Voters Matter co-founder. “I
deal with intentional and unintentional
racism every day. All racism is inten-
tional.”

Brnovich said political activists use
“inflammatory language to push their
agenda.”

He noted that Arizona has allowed
no-excuse absentee voting since 1991,
“which is something that many other
self-proclaimed progressive jurisdic-
tions” do not offer.

“Those states could learn a lot from
Arizona,” Brnovich said.

Legal observers have pointed to Ken-
tucky as an example of bucking the
trend pursued by Republican-led
legislatures.

Kentucky, a right-leaning state,
passed legislation expanding voting ac-
cess while establishing new security
practices.

The Bluegrass State, which had some
of the country’s more restrictive laws
until the pandemic forced a bipartisan
compromise during the 2020 election
cycle, allows three days of in-person
early voting; permits people to “cure”
their absentee ballots to avoid it being
discarded; and establishes vote centers
where residents from any precinct can
cast their ballot.

Republican Michael Adams, Ken-
tucky’s secretary of state, said that al-
though he opposes ballot harvesting,
state and federal policymakers could
lower the temperature around the vot-
ing rights debate next year by heeding
his state’s bipartisan approach.

“I’m very dubious of election bills
written by think tanks on both sides,” he
said.

Congress invited Adams to discuss
the state’s changes before a House com-
mittee hearing Monday.

“Election officials should be at the ta-
ble to write these provisions, because
we know what we’re talking about, and
it’s not an ideological project for us,” he
said. “It’s just trying to make our elec-
tions work and meet our constituents’
needs.”

Voting rights
Continued from Page 1A

Emily Seibert puts her ballot into a drop box on Oct. 20, 2020, in Salt Lake City. Such boxes became part of the partisan
debate over the security of the presidential election last year. RICK BOWMER/AP

Lawmakers and the president’s daughter surround Lyndon Johnson as he signs
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 on Aug. 6. Democratic activists accuse Republicans
in state legislatures of trying to sabotage voter protections. AP FILE PHOTO

Republicans cite Mark Harris’ ill-fated
race for Congress in North Carolina as
an example of election vulnerability.
MARTY RONEY/USA TODAY NETWORK

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott brought state
legislators back to resolve “unfinished
business,” including discussions on
changing election hours. ERIC GAY/AP
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WASHINGTON – President Joe Bi-
den told Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Friday the United States
would take “any necessary action” to
defend its people and infrastructure
after the latest ransomware attack by a
Russia-linked group that compro-
mised as many as 1,500 businesses
worldwide. 

In a call with Putin, Biden “under-
scored the need for Russia to take ac-
tion to disrupt ransomware groups op-
erating in Russia and emphasized that
he is committed to continued engage-
ment on the broader threat posed by
ransomware,” according to a White
House statement. 

A Russia-linked hacking group
known as REvil took responsibility for
the ransomware assault on the soft-
ware provider Kaseya, although U.S.
intelligence officials have not publicly
said who was responsible.

The president warned Putin that he
would hold Russia accountable for cy-
berattacks that originate there even if
they are not directly connected to the
Kremlin. 

“I made it very clear to him that the
United States expects when ransom-
ware operation is coming from his soil
– even though it’s not sponsored by
the state – we expect him to act if we
give him enough information to act on
who that is,” Biden said Friday. 

He said there would be conse-
quences if the Russian president did
not act to curb the cyberattacks on the
USA and elsewhere but predicted it
wouldn’t come to that.

“I believe we’re going to get cooper-
ation,” Biden said before boarding Air
Force One to spend the weekend at his
home in Wilmington, Delaware. 

As many as 1,500 companies across
the USA, Europe and Asia were affect-
ed by the Kaseya incident.

The Republican National Committee
said its contractor Synnex was among
those hacked, but no RNC data was
compromised.

The White House would not elabo-
rate on possible actions against Russia.

“Some of them will be manifest and
visible, some of them may might not
be,” said a senior Biden administration
official who was authorized to discuss
the White House’s position on the con-
dition of anonymity. The White House
has sought “multiple, specific requests
for action” on cyber-criminals from the
Kremlin, the official said. 

Among the cybercrimes against criti-
cal infrastructure and U.S. corporations
was an attack on the nation’s largest
fuel pipeline in May.

The president raised the issue with
Putin when the two met in Geneva last
month and said he demanded the Rus-
sian president crack down on such
strikes against the USA.

Biden said that he gave Putin a list of
16 critical sectors that would warrant a
response if hacked and that it would
take six months to a year to know
“whether or not we actually have a stra-
tegic dialogue that matters.”

REvil extorted $11 million from meat
processor JBS last month. 

Security researchers said its ability to
evade anti-malware safeguards reflect
the growing financial muscle of REvil
and other top ransomware gangs.

Such criminals infiltrate networks
and paralyze them by scrambling data,
extorting their victims.

Contributing: The Associated Press

Biden presses Putin
to crack down on
ransomware attacks
Courtney Subramanian
and Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

“I made it very clear to him that the
United States expects when
ransomware operation is coming from
his soil – even though it’s not
sponsored by the state – we expect
him to act.”

President Joe Biden

DALLAS – Donald Trump says his
endorsement is the most valuable com-
modity in Republican politics, but some
GOP candidates seem willing to test that
claim.

As conservative activists gathered
over the weekend in Texas, the state’s
outgoing Republican Party chairman,
Allen West, announced he will chal-
lenge incumbent Gov. Greg Abbott in a
primary next year, even though Abbott
has the coveted Trump endorsement.

Beyond Texas, the value of Trump’s
endorsement will be tested in North
Carolina, Alabama and other states with
competitive Republican primaries in
which the former president has picked a
candidate.

Some delegates to the Conservative
Political Action Conference said they re-
spect Trump, but he won’t necessarily
determine their vote in elections.

“It’s a factor, but I don’t know if it’s
going to be the decisive factor,” said Deb
Blencowe, 63, a community college
teacher from nearby Collin County who
leans toward West over Abbott in next
year’s GOP primary.

Michael Ward, 24, a meter reader
technician from Henderson County,
said Trump will be very influential in
elections, but that doesn’t mean nonen-
dorsed Republican candidates should
give up.

“It’s definitely a challenge to beat a
Trump endorsement,” Ward said. “But
that does not mean another candidate
cannot be a challenger.”

Trump put his influence on the line
by backing primary challengers to Re-
publicans who supported impeaching
him over the insurrection by his sup-
porters Jan. 6 at the U.S. Capitol, or oth-
erwise opposed his efforts to overturn
his 2020 election loss to President Joe
Biden.

The 45th president remains popular
with Republican base voters who show
up for primaries, political analysts said. 

“I think the Trump endorsement is
helpful but not determinative,” said
Henry Olsen, a senior fellow at the
Washington-based Ethics and Public
Policy Center.

West, who spoke at CPAC on Sunday
and received a warm welcome, is a de-
cided underdog in his bid to unseat Ab-
bott. He has said that although he sup-
ports Trump, “I don’t serve President
Trump,” whose endorsement doesn’t
decide anything.

“I serve God, country and Texas,”
West said after his CPAC speech, sur-
rounded by supporters. “An endorse-
ment doesn’t bother me. “

Don Huffines, a former Texas state
senator who also is challenging Abbott
in next year’s primary, spoke at CPAC on
Saturday and told delegates he is “the
actual Republican” in the race.

Afterward, Huffines said he supports
Trump, but the former president “made
a mistake” in backing Abbott. The en-
dorsement has “very little impact on my
campaign,” Huffines said, and sup-
porters “love Trump, but they love me,
too.”

Trump endorsements already have
roiled several Republican contests, in-
cluding the governor’s race in Arkansas.

After Trump backed his former press
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders in
the GOP primary, another potential can-
didate – Lt. Gov. Tim Griffin – opted out
of the race and decided to run for attor-
ney general. (Attorney General Leslie
Rutledge remains in the governor’s race,
though Trump’s support solidifies

Sanders’ position as front-runner.)
In North Carolina, Trump’s decision

to jump into a Republican Senate pri-
mary did not force out other major
contenders.

In a speech June 5 at the state Re-
publican convention, Trump endorsed
Rep. Ted Budd in the GOP primary for
an open Senate seat. Two other promi-
nent candidates – Rep. Mark Walker
and former Gov. Pat McCrory – are
staying in the race.

Walker told the USA TODAY
Network that former White House
chief of staff Mark Meadows – a for-
mer North Carolina congressman –
“orchestrated” the Budd endorsement
without telling Trump about Walker’s
strong support among state Republi-
cans, including a win at a straw poll
conducted at the convention. 

Budd promoted polling data show-
ing that Trump’s endorsement has
helped him, though analysts said it’s
too early to measure the ex-president’s
effect on races that are months away.

Still hoping for support from Trump
and his voters, Walker said North Car-
olina Republicans will make up their
own minds: “Over time you’re going to
see us performing so strong among
grassroots conservatives that I think
people will take a look at this race.”

Both Budd and Walker spoke at
CPAC over the weekend.

Janine Parry, a political scientist at
the University of Arkansas, said,
“North Carolina could be a good test
case of how lockstep these Republican
voters are.”

The Trump factor also is in play in
an Alabama Senate primary.

Trump endorsed Rep. Mo Brooks,
one of his most outspoken supporters
of false claims of “voter fraud” in the
2020 election. Brooks, who spoke at
CPAC on Friday, faces a well-funded
opponent in Katie Boyd Britt, former
chief of staff for Sen. Richard Shelby,
R-Ala., and a favorite among more old-
line Republicans.

Olsen called the Alabama race “an
excellent test” in what he called “the
battle for party control between Don-
ald Trump and the old establishment.”

Trump also endorsed Brooks in a
2017 special Senate primary; Brooks
finished third.

Republican professionals are eager
to see whom, if anybody, Trump en-
dorses in crowded Republican prima-
ries in Ohio and Missouri. Both states
are key to GOP hopes of regaining con-
trol of the U.S. Senate.

An early test of Trump’s political
strength comes next month in Ohio: a
special election to replace Rep. Steve
Stivers, a Republican who retired from
Congress to join the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce.

The ex-president endorsed Mike
Carey, a longtime coal lobbyist who
has never held public office. There are
11 candidates in the Republican pri-
mary Aug. 3, including members of the
state Legislature.

Some analysts said they would be
surprised if Trump knocks off all 10
House Republicans who voted to im-
peach him on a charge of inciting the
riot Jan. 6 at the Capitol where his sup-
porters tried to stop the confirmation
of electoral votes.

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, one
of seven Republican senators who vot-
ed to convict Trump, has a fundraising
advantage over Trump-backed chal-
lenger Kelly Tshibaka. (Murkowski has
not officially said whether she plans to
run.)

Trump also has targeted state offi-
cials he said didn’t help him try to
overturn Biden’s election. That group
includes Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp and
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger.

Former President Donald Trump says Republican candidates need his backing
to win elections. But some experts as well as delegates and candidates at CPAC
disagree. SETH WENIG/AP

GOP candidates test value
of a Trump endorsement
Delegates and views at
CPAC differ over impact

David Jackson
USA TODAY
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Before the Champlain Towers South
Condominium collapsed, the owners
and the complex’s board of directors
spent years clashing over the cost and
extent of safety and structural repairs
for the 12-story building near Miami.

“Why is all of this so complicated and
expensive?” read a question that topped
the board’s meeting minutes over a list
of major structural problems last Octo-
ber as the deadline for a state-required
recertification of the Surfside, Florida,
building approached.

On April 9, Jean Wodnicki, president
of the Champlain Towers South board,
warned in a letter to owners that the
problems had worsened. “We have dis-
cussed, debated, and argued for years
now, and will continue to do so for years
to come as different items come into
play,” she wrote.

“A lot of the work could have been
done or planned for in years gone by. But
this is where we are now,” Wodnicki
said.

The disagreements represent an ex-
treme but familiar version of the infight-
ing and financial planning battles that
play out across the nation in condos,
homeowner associations and co-ops –
roughly 380,000 community associa-
tions in all. Owners or shareholders of
the associations square off with volun-
teer and sometimes inexperienced
board members elected to oversee the
complexes in a struggle to maintain ag-
ing buildings while keeping monthly

fees low and enticing new buyers.
“There’s always pressure to put off

costs for the future that might be better
allocated today,” said Thomas Skiba,
chief executive officer of Community
Associations Institute, a Virginia-based
membership organization focused on
building better residential communi-
ties. “Some boards are better than oth-
ers. Some communities are better than
others.”

One of the most financially and emo-
tionally fraught battle lines is special
assessments. They represent levies that
may total tens of thousands of dollars to
pay for such things as a new roof, major
plumbing problems or extensive repairs
to exterior walls. A Champlain Towers
South special assessment, with pay-
ments that were to have been due this
month, ranged from $80,000 for a one-
bedroom unit to $336,000 for a pent-
house.

Special assessments are often neces-
sary because the financial reserve ac-
counts for many condos, homeowner
associations and co-ops fall well short
of covering the costs.

Robert Nordlund, a registered profes-
sional engineer, is a founder and the
chief executive officer of Association
Reserves, a consulting company that
advises board members of condos,
home associations and other organiza-
tions on the size of reserve funds for ma-
jor and long-term expenses. The firm
has more than 60,000 clients, he said.

He said roughly 30% of associations
have a weak reserve fund for dealing
with major costs and emergencies – less
than 30% of the funds needed for such
projects. They’re likely to need a special
assessment to pay for big-ticket ex-
penses, Nordlund said. Forty percent of

associations rate “fair” for the financial
reserves, and 30% have strong financial
positions for major expenses and emer-
gencies, Nordlund said.

“A fair percentage follow our recom-
mendations” about how much income
from common charges and other fees
should be set aside for long-term main-
tenance and emergencies, he said. “But
it’s unfortunately common that organi-
zations don’t follow our recommenda-
tions fully.”

Champlain Towers South was among
those that rated in the weak category,
based on the report that Association Re-
serves prepared for the condo in 2020. It
showed that the complex had an avail-
able reserve of $706,460. The complex’s
projected costs at the time totaled near-
ly $10.3 million, the report said. The
condo had just 6.9% of the funding
needed for major repairs.

“We should have started saving at
least five years ago,” said a slide pre-
pared for the Champlain Towers South
board’s meeting May 28, 2020.

Nordlund said he could not comment
on reports and recommendations that
his company submitted to any client.
However, he said the Champlain Towers
South Board “was struggling and strug-
gling and struggling” for years to gain
approval from unit owners to fund cost-
ly repair work, and “finally got it over the
line” shortly before the collapse.

Only 11 states require condos and
homeowner associations to fund re-
serves for major costs, said Dawn Bau-
man, senior vice president for govern-
ment and public affairs of the Commu-
nity Associations Institute. They are
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Hawaii,
Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Nevada, Ohio and Oregon.

Florida and Illinois allow associa-
tions to waive the funding requirement
based on the outcome of a quorum at an
owners’ meeting, Bauman said.

Many types of residential associa-
tions have experienced some version of
the squabbling and delayed planning
that deviled Champlain Towers South.

The Champlain Towers South trage-
dy triggered bad memories for Debra
Corazzelli, former president of the Is-
land J Condominium Association, a
complex of 174 homes in 29 buildings in
Foster City, California.

She and other association leaders
went through a similar battle with
homeowners over efforts in 2012-2014 to
repair extensive dry rotting found in the
wood beneath the concrete that covered
the condo balconies and stairs.

A contractor estimated the job would
cost $7 million, or $40,000 for each unit
in the complex. Many homeowners got
angry.

“It was condo wars. I said you should
make a reality TV show about it,” re-
called Corazzelli, who said her role was a
lost cause – trying to keep peace among
battling neighbors. 

Foster City officials declared the
structural problems a life and safety
risk. An attorney for the association
successfully petitioned a court to im-
pose an assessment for roughly half the
required $7 million, equivalent to
$20,000 from each homeowner. Coraz-
zelli said homeowners were able to pay
the assessment over 10 years with their
monthly common charges. 

The repair work turned the tide. The
complex was no longer structurally un-
safe. Home values increased. 

Contributing: Romina Ruiz-Goirie-
na, Grace Hauck

Condos struggle with repairs and reserves
Surfside collapse sheds
light on associations

Kevin McCoy
USA TODAY

be true for now, but eventually, every-
one rolls a 7,” Glazer predicted. “I see
buildings getting older and unavoidable
repairs coming on strong. I also see hur-
ricane seasons becoming active with
the potential to cause catastrophic re-
sults to our communities.”

In the wake of the Surfside condo col-
lapse June 24, which caused 90 con-
firmed deaths, Glazer takes no pleasure
in his prediction being right.

Though investigators have not deter-
mined a cause, owners of Champlain
Towers South were told in 2018 of struc-
tural issues with cracking concrete –
then argued for years about paying for
repairs.

That tragedy has jolted some local
governments into deploying building
inspectors and condo associations into
hiring engineers to look for damage, a
USA TODAY Network survey of commu-
nities along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts
found. Others are discussing options
while waiting for more information.

Even those that take action face a
challenge in pushing condo associa-
tions to foot the bill for more inspections
and the repairs they may uncover, ex-
perts cautioned.

Compounding risks ignored 

A largely hands-off, low-tax ap-
proach helped Florida’s economy boom
during the late 1970s and early 1980s as
retirees flocked south from more expen-
sive states.

That led, some experts said, to wide-
spread complacency by governments
and the HOA and condo boards respon-
sible for maintaining the buildings.

In Florida, government building in-
spectors typically set foot in a condo
building only before it’s occupied.

Condo associations routinely waive a
state requirement requiring them to set
aside money for repair costs.

Only a few jurisdictions in Florida,
including Miami-Dade County, require
inspections of tall buildings, and the 12-
story Champlain Towers South was in
the midst of the county’s 40-year
recertification process when it col-
lapsed.

Money that might have gone toward
educating HOA and condo associations
about their legal responsibilities has
routinely been diverted by the Florida
Legislature, a USA TODAY Network in-
vestigation found. Lawmakers si-
phoned off $65 million funded through
condo association fees since 2008,
nearly 40% of the $167 million raised
during that time. 

Unlike single-family homes where
the owner is solely responsible for a
property, condo owners bear responsi-
bility for the interior of their units and
pay monthly maintenance fees to share
the costs of upkeep for the building, its

grounds and common areas. That can
mean elected boards must persuade
their neighbors to pay more, so the asso-
ciation can build reserves sufficient to
cover the costs of major repairs.

Under Florida law, condo associa-
tions are supposed to set aside money
each year so they can afford to replace,
for instance, the roof at the end of a 20-
year lifespan. 

The law also allows associations to
skip that step if they wish.

The Surfside collapse demonstrated
the potential consequences.

In that case, an engineer hired by the
condo association in 2018 warned of
concrete deterioration that could “ex-
pand exponentially” if repairs weren’t
made.

The condo association faced a bill of
more than $16 million and had barely
more than $700,000 in reserves. Resi-
dents agreed to impose assessments
ranging from $80,190 to $150,330 per
unit to cover the costs.

“It’s your neighbors, retired school
teachers, former accountants, working
people,” said Jim Emory, a licensed pub-
lic engineer with more than 30 years of
experience in Florida. “You’ve got condo
board members thinking to themselves,
‘I know that Mary in Unit 3 can’t afford
it.’ Maybe the board members them-
selves can’t afford it.”

Emory is the president of Cocoa
Beach-based Keystone Engineering and
Consulting, which provides condo
building inspections and manages
maintenance projects.

Since the Surfside collapse, his firm
fields as many inquiries a day from con-
do boards as it used to handle in a
month.

Emory said he and his staff are es-
sentially tripping over government
building inspectors, a needed change. 

“They are out looking for anything
that’s even remotely a safety concern.
Because none of them wants to end up
on TV like in Surfside,” he said. “I don’t
know how aggressive they’re going to
get, but changes are coming, and it’s
definitely for the better.”

Varying responses to collapse

In Volusia County, home to Daytona
Beach, the county chair said council
members had been inundated with
emails. “The public is demanding some-
thing be done,” said Jeff Brower, adding
that he plans to bring the matter up at
the council’s July 20 meeting.

“We’ve got structures on the beach-
side that have been there 40 years, and
the salt air is just destructive. I think
we’d be remiss not to take this warning
from South Florida,” Brower said. “I
want to be known as the safe place to
come and vacation.”

Brower proposed requiring an in-
spection 10 years after construction,
with its results determining how often
future inspections are required. He said
the costs should be paid by condo asso-
ciations and hoteliers, not taxpayers.

“I know it’s an extra cost,” he said. “…
But what is a human life worth?”

In Palm Beach County, Boca Raton
Councilman Andy Thomson said the
oversight that comes with an inspection
program would help keep residents
safe, given that boards are often reluc-
tant to assess owners for maintenance.

“The condos should really be doing
that themselves,” he said, “but condo
boards are notorious for not necessarily
moving quickly, so having that kind of
process that we’re contemplating really
draws the line and says, ‘Look, we un-
derstand you all have had plenty of time
to do this, but this is really the deadline,
and you need to do this now.’”

Other communities are taking more
of a wait-and-see approach. Officials in
West Palm Beach, Sarasota, Bay County
and Panama City all said they are con-
sidering how to proceed.

Not just Florida 

In Alabama, Gulf Shores officials
have long conducted inspections of tall
buildings every three years.

They expanded the program to all
rental properties regardless of height
eight years ago after a wooden deck col-

lapsed on a condo rental. Because Gulf
Shores sees so many hurricanes, city of-
ficials said, they routinely inspect build-
ings for storm damage, which also gives
them a chance to uncover more serious
issues.

“We feel very confident and comfort-
able in our ability to understand what’s
happening with these buildings and
make sure our properties are safe,” Gulf
Shores city spokesman Grant Brown
said.

Orange Beach, Alabama, has left de-
cisions on inspections up to condo asso-
ciations, but city officials are now con-
sidering whether to mandate them in
the wake of Surfside. “Has it created
discussion? Absolutely,” said City Ad-
ministrator Ken Grimes. “I don’t think
it’s just coastal communities. Anyone
with high-rise buildings (is) talking
about the what-ifs.”

Officials in Hilton Head, South Caro-
lina, are contacting building owners and
recommending that they schedule reg-
ular inspections.

New Jersey is another state that
doesn’t require inspections after build-
ings are occupied, but Edgewater Bor-
ough Administrator Greg Franz said the
Surfside collapse has prompted new
conversations about high-rises on the
Hudson River and state’s “Gold Coast.”

“The heart of the matter is, a lot of it
has to do with the condo and co-op
boards,” Franz added. “Are they willing
to authorize the extensive work that is
sometimes required in some of these
older buildings?”

That was the question at the City
Place in Edgewater, a condo undergoing
four-year, $8 million repairs launched
when inspectors found steel reinforcing
bars inside concrete walls had began
rusting, weakening the structure.

The work began two years ago, said
Jim Tracy, chairman of the condo board.
But instead of being grateful the inspec-
tion found flaws before they could get
worse, “people wanted to recall me and
they wanted a new board of directors.
They didn’t want to hear the truth.”

Ultimately, the people who own the
buildings are responsible for upkeep,
experts said. More inspections might
help nudge them to do the right thing,
they say, and stricter requirements for
reserves can help make sure condos can
afford inevitable repairs.

Glazer, the prescient condo attorney,
is predicting change for the industry.

“Everybody’s certainly nervous now
because we now know this can happen.
That really has stirred the pot, really
gotten a lot of board members nervous,”
Glazer said. “My phone is ringing off the
hook from boards that are now wanting
to do the right thing. I can only tell them
that what they’re doing is so dangerous,
it’s playing Russian roulette by not put-
ting money away for repairs.”

Contributing: Nathaniel Cobb, Mary
Helen Moore, James Coleman, Kirsten
Fiscus, Victoria Villanueva-Marquez,
Hannah Morse, Kristie Cattafi, Derek
Gilliam, Katie Wedell 

Inspections
Continued from Page 1A

What remained standing after Champlain Towers South partially collapsed June
24 in Surfside, Fla., was demolished on July 4. LANNIS WATERS/USA TODAY NETWORK
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OPINION

MIKE THOMPSON/USA TODAY NETWORK

Among the strangest things so far
about the COVID-19 emergence era is
realizing I had no memory of an entire
season of clothing – specifically, foot-
wear. This became clear two weeks
ago. It was the second time we were
meeting vaccinated friends at an actu-
al restaurant and I decided to visit the
attic to check out shoe options. What I
found was a plastic garment bag
stuffed with 10 pairs of black sandals.

Ten pairs? you might well ask. I hate
to shop. I had found a couple of com-
fortable brands and stocked up via the
internet with the intention of never
buying shoes again. I’d say don’t judge
me, but I’ve already been through a
Facebook judging session. Some
friends found this hilarious. Others
brought the snark. A sister-in-law
posted a red spike heel emoji. Mes-
sage: Toss them.

Then there was the elementary
school friend who, as fate would have
it, became a shoe designer based in
Florence, Italy. She was puzzled by the
pile of unworn shoes: Why were they
inappropriate COVID choices?

The point is, I had not given them a
thought. I wore the same pair of shoes
and the same handful of shirts for 18
months. Rotate seasonal clothing? It
never occurred to me. There were days
on end when I did not go outside – did
not have any idea what the weather or
temperature was, to be honest.

And yet, if you had asked me a cou-
ple of months ago, I would have said
nothing much changed for me during
COVID. I saw movies and ate restau-
rant food, just at home. I was working,
just from home, and was lucky enough
to keep getting paid. 

Changes we couldn’t predict

We even figured out how to socialize
with a few very close friends – two at a
time, pairs huddled outdoors 8 feet
apart on our long front porch, or at ei-
ther end of our kitchen table (61⁄2 feet
including leaf), screened doors and
windows open on three sides, approxi-
mating a well-ventilated outdoor envi-
ronment. We did it in spring, summer
and fall, sometimes with an air condi-
tioner, sometimes with a space heater.

For adventure, we went grocery
shopping. Masked and distanced and
hand-sanitized, yes, but not sick. Not
homebound. Not struggling to educate
school-age children, since ours are
grown. Not obsessively worried, espe-
cially after vaccines arrived.

We were so fortunate in so many
ways. It seemed like normal life.

But then real normal began to reap-
pear, and with it the gradual recogni-
tion that after the lockdowns and

quarantines and social isolation, the
constant undercurrent of fear, the shad-
ow of sickness and death so much dark-
er than before, things had not in fact
been normal. And that we were changed
in ways we had not noticed or predicted. 

In January 2020 we had four friends
over to watch “Once Upon a Time … in
Hollywood” on our TV. I thought it was
the beginning of the end of movie out-
ings. As the COVID months of streaming
and bingeing wore on, I would have told
you I’d never return to a theater.

Learning what I had missed

But last month, five minutes into “In
the Heights,” I said, “This would be a lot
better in a theater.” We turned it off and
soon went to see it at the historic neigh-
borhood cinema. And I understood that
I had missed theaters, and the group
movie experience with fellow humans,
and would indeed be going back.

I hadn’t worn those shoes in the attic
since 2019. Did I miss them? Did I miss
the clothes I used to wear for different
seasons? No. Did I miss earrings, make-
up and dressing up? No.

Did I miss my colleagues? Tremen-
dously. And after nearly 18 months of
sometimes confusing, sometimes con-
tentious conversations on email or
Teams or IMs or DMs, I admit: I miss in-
person collaboration, jokes and hugs.

These are the small pandemic after-
shocks. But now, more and more, come
the earth-shaking ones: The jobs people
can never go back to, or can never imag-
ine going back to. The stalled millennial
careers that may never take off. The re-
lationships that didn’t survive close CO-
VID quarters. The relationships that
worked perfectly in those conditions,
and then imploded upon reengagement
with the larger world. The distance from
family that once was simply the way
things were, but now, after so much sep-
aration, seems vast and unacceptable.

The shoes themselves are insignifi-
cant, but what they say about the CO-
VID memory hole is profound. An entire
disappeared life (and wardrobe) rushed
back the instant I saw them. I'm braced
now for more moments like that one,
and for larger reckonings as well. 

What will we remember, and what
will we forget, and what will we learn,
from so many months in a suspended
reality? Once I might have scoffed and
said nothing. Now I know better.

Jill Lawrence is the commentary edi-
tor of USA TODAY.
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USA TODAY

The stash of forgotten shoes
JILL LAWRENCE

WANT TO COMMENT? Have Your Say at letters@usatoday.com, @usatodayopinion on Twitter and facebook.com/usatodayopinion.
Comments are edited for length and clarity. Content submitted to USA TODAY may appear in print, digital or other forms. For letters,
include name, address and phone number. Letters may be mailed to 7950 Jones Branch Drive, McLean, VA, 22108.

Chief Revenue Officer,

sales and service: Kevin Gentzel

Vice President/Local News and

Audience Development: Amalie Nash

Vice President & Executive

Editor/Investigations: Chris Davis

Executive Editor/Audience: Patty Michalski

Opinion Editor: Kristen DelGuzzi

Executive Editor/News and 

Network Enterprise: Jeff Taylor

Executive Editor/News

and Initiatives: Kristen Go

Chairman and CEO

Gannett Co.

MICHAEL

REED

USA TODAY Publisher

President of News

MARIBEL

PEREZ WADSWORTH

USA TODAY

Editor in Chief

NICOLE

CARROLL

“USA TODAY hopes to serve as a forum for better understanding and unity to help make the USA truly one nation.” – Allen H. Neuharth, Founder, Sept. 15, 1982

When former President Donald
Trump’s lawyers go to court these days,
they aren’t so much worried about win-
ning their case as they are about losing
their law license while they desperately
hunt for some way to satisfy their cli-
ent’s legally absurd demands without
violating the rules of legal ethics. This
isn’t an easy tightrope to walk. Just ask
Rudy Giuliani. Sadly, Trump’s new law-
yer in Florida, Matthew Baldwin, seems
to be picking up where Giuliani left off. 

Trump filed lawsuits Wednesday
against YouTube, Twitter and Face-
book, each purporting to be a class ac-
tion. Each claimed that the defendant
had violated the First Amendment and
each claimed that Trump’s bête noire,
Section 230 of the Communications De-
cency Act, is unconstitutional.

Even a cursory review of these law-
suits reveals big problems. The com-
plaint in the Facebook lawsuit claims
that on May 5, Rep. Adam Schiff, chair of
the House Intelligence Committee,
tweeted in reference to Donald Trump
that “Facebook must ban him.” That’s
true. Schiff did tweet that.

Doctored Schiff tweets

Here’s the tweet in full: “There's no
Constitutional protection for using so-
cial media to incite an insurrection.
Trump is willing to do anything for him-
self no matter the danger to our country.
His big lies have cost America dearly.
And until he stops, Facebook must ban
him. Which is to say, forever.”

But in the lawsuit against Twitter, the
very same tweet is quoted as saying:
“There’s no Constitutional protection
for using social media to incite an insur-
rection. Trump is willing to do anything
for himself no matter the danger to our
country. His big lies have cost America
dearly. And until he stops, Twitter must
ban him. Which is to say, forever.” (Em-
phasis added.) 

In the YouTube lawsuit, the tweet has
been doctored yet again to refer to You-
Tube.

Lying in a complaint is obviously a
very bad thing and will get you sanc-
tioned under Rule 11 in federal court.
And it’s hard to spin altering a publicly
available tweet – not once but twice, in
two different lawsuits filed by the same
attorney on the same day – as anything
other than knowing and intentional. 

Even worse than unethical and un-
professional, it’s an astoundingly stupid
thing to do, especially in high-profile
lawsuits like these. 

Did Trump’s legal team really think
that nobody would notice?

Things go downhill from there. The
question isn’t whether this lawsuit is a
winner (it isn’t) but whether the judge
will use the f-word – frivolous – when
dismissing it.

Trump makes two claims. First, that
Twitter, Facebook and YouTube each is
a “state actor” and, therefore, is bound
by the First Amendment. Second, that
Section 230 of the Communications De-
cency Act is unconstitutional. 

Logically and legally bonkers

This is the law that prevents social
media companies like Twitter from be-
ing treated as “publishers” and getting
dragged into defamation lawsuits like
the one filed by Rep. Devin Nunes, R-
Calif., against his, er, cow. It also allows
them to moderate their users without
being sued so long as they are acting in
good faith. 

The first claim is almost certainly
wrong. The argument is that Twitter
and the rest are state actors because
they have been “pressured” by Demo-

cratic politicians and threatened with
regulation unless they “censored”
Trump, a claim that’s both legally and
factually dubious. Democrats con-
trolled neither the Senate nor the pre-
sidency at the time and were not in a
position to regulate anything, even if
they had wanted to.

Moreover, there was far more pres-
sure in the other direction. In fact,
Trump himself signed an executive or-
der purporting to regulate Twitter and
other social media companies because
Twitter was “censoring” the president
by flagging some of his tweets. None-
theless, there is a possible argument
based on stretching Supreme Court
precedent that overt governmental
pressure and threats can turn private
companies into public actors even ab-
sent actual legislation. While not a
winner, I wouldn’t say this argument is
frivolous.

But the second argument, that Sec-
tion 230 is unconstitutional, is both
logically and legally bonkers. It relies
on statements like, “Defendants
would not have deplatformed Plaintiff
or similarly situated Putative Class
Members but for the immunity pur-
portedly offered by Section 230.” 

This could not be less true. And, in
fact, it underscores the silliness of
Trump’s obsession with eliminating
Section 230 in the misguided hope of
restoring his social media accounts.

Court win is not Trump’s goal

The only reason that Trump was al-
lowed to get away with what he did for
as long as he did was because of the
immunity provided by Section 230. If
Twitter had not been shielded from li-
ability for Trump’s statements – in
other words, if Twitter had been treat-
ed as the publisher of Trump’s tweets
– Twitter would have moderated
Trump’s account out of existence
sometime back in 2015.

What Section 230 actually does is
allow internet platforms to host unfet-
tered debates. If internet companies
were potentially liable for everything
their users posted, anything more con-
troversial than pictures of puppies and
kittens would be ruthlessly sup-
pressed. If they wanted to remain in
business, internet companies would
have no choice. 

So if these lawsuits are so factually
and legally shaky, why did Trump file
them? Good question. Except, possi-
bly, for raising some money, these law-
suits aren’t going to achieve any of
Trump’s goals. Then again, perhaps
they already have. We’re talking about
him again, aren’t we?

Republican Chris Truax, an appel-
late lawyer in San Diego, is a legal ad-
viser for the Guardrails of Democracy
Project, CEO of CertifiedVoter.com, a
legal adviser and spokesman for Re-
publicans for the Rule of Law, and a
member of the USA TODAY Board of
Contributors.

Trump’s Big Tech
lawsuits are absurd
and also contain lies

Chris Truax
Board of Contributors

USA TODAY

Former President Donald Trump
announces lawsuits against
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube in
Bedminster, N.J., last week.
MICHAEL M. SANTIAGO, GETTY IMAGES
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This is your sign to pack your car,
ditch your too-cramped apartment
and go on the most epic road trip of
your life. 

My fiance, Spencer, and I have
driven to 31 states in the last year on a
road trip across the country. He be-
came fiance on New Year’s Eve, so
we’ve dubbed our journey the “en-
gagement tour.” 

We’ve hiked through ice melt in
Zion National Park (a thumbs-out
hitchhike was involved). We were
trapped without power in a historic
storm in Texas (boiled-pool-water
showers, anyone?). We ate alligator on
the shores of South Carolina (honestly,
it tastes like chicken). 

We did it all while working remote-
ly. And you can, too, if your employer is
continuing to let you work virtually.

Planning your own long-term road
trip? Here are a few tips we learned
along the way:

How far are you willing to go?

We took the whole road trip thing to
the extreme. Completely over working
out of our tiny Los Angeles home amid
the pandemic, we packed our apart-
ment into boxes, hauled them off to a
storage unit and told our landlord we
weren’t renewing our lease. Instead of
dumping money into rent, we chose to
explore the country. We’ve been no-
mads for nearly 11 months now. 

While your road trip doesn’t need to
be this extreme, it’s worth consider-
ing. A weeklong or even a weekend trip
still will be a treat. 

Pro pack-up-your-house tip: Stor-
age units further outside of cities have
much lower monthly rates. It’s worth
the longer haul to get there.

Map your road trip route 

Whether you want to hit the road for
a few weeks or a long haul like us,
spend some serious time with a map to
get an idea of where you want to go. We
based our initial path on national
parks we were dying to see: Bryce Can-
yon, the Grand Canyon and Acadia –
California to Maine! The parks did not

disappoint.
Once you have a destination in mind,

find a few midway points along the
route – as many as you want.

Pro map tip: A gift from the travel-
by-car gods is the Roadtrippers app. It’s
clutch to find landmarks and sites to
check out along your route. Google
Maps works great, too. We use that to
estimate driving times, especially when
we have multiple stops. 

Things to pack for a road trip

Space is a gift on road trips, and you’ll
thank yourself later for packing light.
We made the mistake of bringing heaps

of clothes we haven’t touched. Knick-
knacks we haven’t used. I swear to you, I
thought it was dire to bring multiple
pairs of heels. Spencer said he must
bring juggling balls. Yes, juggling balls.
We are the clowns.

Don’t think: I might need this later.
Think: I need this now. 

But do sneak in a few comforts from
home. My fiance brought his guitar and
fishing poles. I brought two “children” –
my sourdough starter and our dog, Co-
conut. Spencer makes any place I go feel
like home, but these essentials made ev-
ery stop along the way feel a bit more 

Snow Canyon State Park, Utah. PROVIDED BY SPENCER LEWIS

MY LIFE AS 
A NOMAD

How to plan the perfect extended road trip
Ashley Shaffer
USA TODAY

Kayaking the Cumberland River wasn’t on our bucket list, but we sure are glad
we made a stop in Nashville, Tenn. PROVIDED BY ASHLEY SHAFFER

See ROAD TRIP, Page 2B

Julie Antoine wants to go back to
work. 

The 60-year-old unemployed travel
agent used to make around $7,000 a
month working in Gainesville, Florida.
But since losing her two jobs at the
start of the COVID-19 pandemic in
March 2020, she has relied on the
state’s unemployment benefit, which
tops out at $275 a week, an amount
equal to what Antoine used to make in
two days.

“It is nothing close to what I was
earning ... even with the (extra) $600
and the $300 that they were giving,”
she says of the temporary federal
boosts to Florida’s unemployment
checks. “I’d rather work and make
$7,000 a month than not work and
make $1,100.” 

The economy took a major leap for-
ward in June when employers added
850,000 jobs. But many businesses
say they are struggling to find workers,
a shortage that some employers and
Republican lawmakers blame on the
federal jobless aid, which they say dis-
courages people from returning to
work.

Economists disagree about wheth-
er the extra assistance is holding back
job searches, even as 26 states end the
federal boost of $300 a week before it
officially ends on Sept. 6.

What’s clearer is that some work-
ers, particularly those who earn low
wages, are being more selective about
where they work. They’re determined
to find better paying, more fulfilling
jobs than the ones they left or lost dur-
ing the pandemic.

“They know they’re going to have to
go back to work,” says Andrew Stettner
of The Century Foundation, a left-
leaning think tank. “People are looking
for the right job that comports to their
feelings of security and safety.”

Is unemployment aid a barrier? 

People have not returned to work
for several reasons, including a lack of
child care and concerns about CO-

Benefits
at center
of debate
on work
As funds end, are
workers returning?

Charisse Jones and Jessica Menton
USA TODAY

A “Help wanted” sign is posted
beside coronavirus safety guidelines
in front of a Los Angeles restaurant
May 28.
FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

See BENEFITS, Page 2B
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VID-19, says Aneta Markowska, manag-
ing director and chief financial econo-
mist for Jefferies LLC. But the federal
unemployment supplement has “defi-
nitely been one of the factors.”

Once states announced in mid-May
that they would end the enhanced fed-
eral benefits early, the number of people
collecting the aid in those states
dropped nearly 13% over the next
month, Markowska says. In the rest of
the country, those ongoing jobless
claims dipped just 3.4% over that same
period. 

“Employers are having to compete
with these programs,” she says, partic-
ularly those in the leisure, hospitality
and retail industries that typically pay
workers the lowest wages. “In most
cases in those industries, people actu-
ally make more on these benefits.’’

States that are cutting off the extra
federal assistance echo those concerns,
saying they are ending the $300 supple-
ment early, as well as some other federal
benefits, to help small businesses and
boost the overall economy. 

“Although more people are ready to
work today in Arizona than before the
pandemic, many businesses are strug-
gling to fill vital positions,” Arizona Gov.
Doug Ducey said in a statement an-
nouncing the end to the federal benefit
as of July 10. “We cannot let unemploy-
ment benefits be a barrier to getting
people back to work.”

But Ashlee Lindsey, 38, says that un-
employment benefits have been a finan-
cial lifeline, not a barrier, as she strug-
gles to find work.

A single mother of two who lives in
Montgomery, Alabama, Lindsey says
she was shocked when her state cut off
the extra federal aid in June.

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey cited the
state’s unemployment rate of 3.8%,
which she said was the lowest in the
Southeast and below the national rate
when she announced the end of federal
benefits in May. 

“I didn’t ask for this pandemic,” says
Lindsey, who has signed a petition call-
ing on Alabama to reinstate the federal
benefits. “What I ask is that our law-
makers do what they promised, which is
to help their citizens. We’re drowning.”

Lindsey is receiving no assistance
because the federal supplement was the
only jobless aid she qualified for.

A substitute teacher getting a mas-
ter’s degree in education, Lindsey
doesn’t expect to return to work until at
least the fall. And she’s encountered an
unexpected hurdle when applying for
hourly jobs at grocery and retail stores.
She’s overqualified.

“I didn’t go to school to get told I’m
overqualified to make money,” says
Lindsey. “Single mothers are the only
means of support for our families ...
How can you pay for day care when you
don’t have money? I need to provide for

my children.”

Most prefer jobs over benefits

Many economists say boosted bene-
fits don’t generally stop people who are
unemployed from seeking jobs. 

Homebase, which provides employ-
ee scheduling software, says employ-
ment actually grew 1.7% more slowly
last month in states that are eliminating
the $300 federal aid early. 

The Century Foundation says that in
the four states that ended the $300 fed-
eral bonus on June 12, claims for state
benefits rose by 3.7% from June 12 to
June 19 while applications climbed just
1% during that period in the other 46
states and Washington, D.C. 

A paper published in May by the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of San Francisco
found that if 7 of 28 people receiving the
$300 federal boost were offered a job in
a given month, only one would refuse
the position because of the extra assis-
tance. 

“When we’re thinking about the typ-
ical individual who’s unemployed dur-
ing the pandemic ... the supplemental
income we found wasn’t enough to deter
accepting a job offer to return to work at
their previous earnings,’’ says Nicolas
Petrosky-Nadeau, an economist at the
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco
and co-author of the analysis.

However, in June 2020 when the
weekly federal supplement was $600,
Petrosky-Nadeau says some lower-
wage workers may have been more in-
clined to stay on benefits than to imme-
diately go back to work.

But those workers may also have
turned down jobs that would require
them to be in public spaces during the
height of a pandemic, he says. General-
ly, people prefer a job, which offers ex-
perience and contacts as well as money,
Petrosky-Nadeau says.

Child care, COVID stop searches

Rather than wanting to stay home
and collect unemployment, many
Americans are having a hard time get-
ting back in the workforce because they
don’t have someone to look after their
children or have lingering fears about
contracting COVID-19.

Lack of child care has been a “signifi-
cant issue,” Stettner says, especially
with some child care centers that were
shuttered during the pandemic still not
fully reopened. That problem may ease
in the fall, he and other economists say,
when in-person classes are expected to
resume across the country. 

Meanwhile, COVID-19 was the pri-
mary reason some put off looking for a
job according to a report from the jobs
site Indeed. Indeed’s data found many
who were hesitant wanted not only
themselves but their relatives, col-
leagues and customers to be vaccinated
before they ventured back into the
workplace.

Others are looking for work but can’t
find a job. 

Pamela Cooney, who worked at a gro-
cery delivery company, has not been
able to find work since being laid off in
the spring of 2020. She remains worried
about her job prospects in the gig econo-
my as a coronavirus variant spreads.

Cooney, 35, who lives in Riverhead,
New York, is receiving more than $400
per week in unemployment benefits af-
ter taxes but expects her benefits to
drop below $200 per week once the fed-
eral bonus ends in September. 

The additional benefits helped her
catch up on car insurance payments.
Still, she and her husband put off buying
their dream home in Florida after half
their savings were wiped out.

“It’s hard to even put any money
away for an emergency fund when
you’re struggling and not making a de-
cent living,” Cooney says. “We’re just
trying to survive.”

Antoine, who worked as a corporate
travel agent for more than 30 years, says
that many agencies now want agents to
find their own clients and work on com-
mission rather than for a salary.

“I’ve gone from building bricks to ac-
tually having to find the straw to build
the bricks,” she says of how those
changes would affect her work and pay. 

Antoine also believes she’s experi-
enced ageism when applying for jobs.

“They did not even consider me,” she
says of one company she applied to. “I
am qualified for the position but ... I’m
fighting (against) people a lot younger
than myself.”

Some workers have more leverage

Still, workers have gained leverage as
many employers struggle to fill posi-
tions, enabling some to hold out for jobs
that offer better perks and pay.

Job openings climbed to a record
high in May according to the Job Open-
ings and Labor Turnover Survey, or
JOLTS.

Openings edged up by 16,000 to a
new high of 9.21 million as employers
continued to bring back new workers.
But hires fell for the first time since the
beginning of the year amid constraints
in the labor supply.

There is currently one unemployed
individual per job opening, according to
Lydia Boussour, the lead U.S. economist
at Oxford Economics. Many industries,
however, have far less than one unem-
ployed worker available for each slot, in-
cluding educational and health ser-
vices, professional and business ser-
vices and the hard-hit leisure and hos-
pitality sector, she says. 

And the number of unemployed

Americans who quit or voluntarily left
their previous position and started look-
ing for a new job in June rose by 164,000
to 942,000, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics.

That increase “conforms with the no-
tion that people are quitting their jobs
and looking for something better as we
enter a post-pandemic age,” says
Stettner..

To woo workers, some employers are
increasing pay. Average hourly earnings
ticked up 0.3% in June as compared
with the previous month and were 3.6%
higher than they were a year ago.

Those pay boosts were concentrated
in such industries as hospitality and
manufacturing that have had the hard-
est time filling positions.

“When there’s a quick ramping up of
the (economy), there’s a quick demand
for workers and that means the people
who pay more are going to get those
workers ... just as when there’s a labor
surplus they’re able to pay less and still
get a competent workforce,’’ says Carl
Van Horn, founding director of the Hel-
drich Center for Workforce Develop-
ment at Rutgers University. 

Go back to work, get a bonus

Several states are also offering one-
time bonuses to those receiving jobless
benefits who go back to work. Oklaho-
ma, New Hampshire, Montana and Ari-
zona are ending the federal unemploy-
ment supplement early.

Oklahoma, for instance, which cut off
the federal $300 benefit on June 26, said
it would give $1,200 each to the first
20,000 people who get a job. 

Meanwhile, Arizona will pay $2,000
to those who take a full-time position
and $1,000 to those who go back to work
part time. To qualify for the one-time
payments, given “on a first-come, first-
serve basis,” former unemployment
benefits recipients will have to be on the
job for at least 10 weeks and earn $25 per
hour or less.

“In Arizona, we’re going to use feder-
al money to encourage people to wor-
k…instead of paying people not to
work,” Ducey said in the statement an-
nouncing the bonus and the end to fed-
eral financial assistance. 

Connecticut and Colorado are also
offering one-time cash payments to
some who go back to work.

But the bonuses and pay raises are
not expected to last. 

“In coming months as schools re-
open, virus fear recedes and supple-
mental benefits expire, buoyant labor
demand should be matched by increas-
ingly stronger labor supply as individ-
uals gradually reenter the workforce,”
Boussour of Oxford Economics said.

Workers should be given the leeway
to find the job that makes the most
sense for them, Stettner says. 

“We lost 20 million jobs in a very
short period of time and everyone
knows finding a job takes time,” Stettner
says “We ought to give people that time
to find their place in a new reality.”

Benefits
Continued from Page 1B

Lindsey Antoine

like “ours.” 

Picking your vacation home(s)

Airbnb and other vacation rental
hosts often offer both weeklong and
monthlong discounted rates – a gold
mine for people like us hopping around
from city to city. Monthlong stays can be
offered at a discounted rate of up to 50%
of what they normally cost (say no
more, right?). 

Last-minute tip: If you’re making a
quick, one-night stop between loca-
tions, check out HotelTonight to find
last-minute hotel deals. 

Remote work life 

Living that sweet, sweet remote work
life? Always ask your rental hosts for
Wi-Fi speeds before booking. Repeat af-
ter me: “What is the Mbps download
speed at this location?” Hosts can check
Fast.com to figure this out. 

Before learning the importance of
Wi-Fi speed, Spencer and I found our-
selves in Seadrift, Texas. Population:
1,181. Cellphone service: Nada. I had as-
sumed I could use my cellphone hot
spot on the fly if I ever ran into shady
internet. Not in Seadrift. I spent a few
days working from the car outside of the
local library. Don’t be like me. 

How low can you go? We work com-
fortably – and take video calls – with
speeds of at least 5 Mbps. That’s very
low. But you’ll probably survive. (We
could somewhat connect in Seadrift
with a whopping speed of less than 1
Mbps). 

Pro Wi-Fi tip: Check for a Starbucks,

Dunkin’, McDonald’s or other easy-to-
camp-out-in chains with free Wi-Fi
near your stay. If your internet goes
down, at least you’ll have a backup. 

Make room for computer monitors:
While they are a pain to lug around, it’s
worth it to work comfortably. When
booking your Airbnb stays, look through
the listing photos to ensure there are
enough desks or tables to set up a tem-
porary work desk. 

Pro desk tip: Ironing boards make
decent makeshift desks, but a real table
is best. 

Figure out drive times

We shoot for four-hour driving legs
with stops in between for sanity (and
safety). Base your driving times on dis-
tances you’re comfortable with and –
this one is important – how much you
like your travel companion(s).

We pushed 10 hours in one day driv-
ing from New Mexico to San Antonio.
Would not recommend it. But we’re still
engaged, so it’s survivable. 

Leave room to wing it 

While most of our trip was mapped
out, we’ve spent many nights not know-
ing where we’d sleep the next day. As I
write this, we check out of our Airbnb in
Vermont in the morning, but I have no
clue where we’ll end up tomorrow night.
Niagra Falls, perhaps? Canada, if border
crossings weren’t still restricted? It’s all
part of the adventure.

This trip has allowed my Type A,
overplanner self to chill out a bit and go
with the flow. There’s always going to be
a room available at some hotel that al-
lows dogs. And if one city has no vacan-
cy, drive to the next town and change
the course of your journey entirely. 

The possibilities are endless. 

Road trip
Continued from Page 1B

We came face to face with Niagara Falls on the Maid of the Mist boat tour in New
York. We were soaking wet by the end of it, despite the rain ponchos they gave
out. Absolutely recommended. PROVIDED BY ASHLEY SHAFFER
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America put a man on the moon.
We should be capable of selling equal

quantities of wieners and hot dog buns
in the grocery store.

For more than a century, Americans
have been downing dogs. Yet to the be-
musement of barbecuers, the buns
come in eight packs, and the sausages
never match up.

Heinz has had enough.
On Monday, the Pittsburgh-based

condiment maker challenged “Big Bun
and Big Wiener companies to find the
answer ... once and for all.”

“We’ve seen our fans through social
media express their outrage about the
bun-to-hot-dog ratio issue for years,
and we know there must be a better
way,” says Daniel Gotlib, Heinz’s asso-
ciate director of brand building and in-
novation. “As the iconic condiment that
has been making hot dogs complete for
over 150 years, we saw an opportunity to
champion this issue on behalf of hot dog
lovers across North America.”

As of Friday, more than 16,000 users
had signed a Change.org petition “10
Wieners. 10 Buns. It’s time.”

The petition reads: “We’re calling on
Big Bun and Big Wiener companies to
find the answer to this hot dog packag-
ing mismatch, once and for all. We need
your signatures more than ever. Let’s
change hot dog history together.”

Some relish the appetite for change.
At Cheese Dawgs in Lower South-

ampton, Pennsylvania, owner Rick Py-
rell serves Dietz & Watson hot dogs on
New England-style rolls. The rolls come
in bags of eight, and that rarely matches
the number of customers or wieners on
the griddle.

National Hot Dog Day

Heinz’s Change.org campaign is
timed for the heyday of hot dogs.

National Hot Dog Day is July 21, ac-
cording to the Washington, D.C.-based

National Hot Dog and Sausage Council. 
Since 1991, a National Hot Dog Day

luncheon has been served on Capitol
Hill by lobbyists for the meat industry.

According to the National Hot Dog
and Sausage Council, July is also “Na-
tional Hot Dog Month.” On its website
(hot-dog.org), you’ll find a list of activ-
ities for Hot Dog Month, including how
to secure a proclamation from your lo-
cal mayor in support of hot dogs.

When grilled about the hot dog-to-
bun ratio, the president of the National
Hot Dog and Sausage Council said he
was open to negotiations with Heinz
ketchup and America’s bun makers. 

“We relish any partnerships to ketch-
up on hot dog and bun offerings so they
cut the mustard for hot dog lovers every-
where,” said Eric Mittenthal, National
Hot Dog and Sausage Council president.

The American Bakers Association did
not respond to requests for comment.

Why don’t numbers match up? 

The hot dog-to-bun ratio in America
is the result of manufacturing, accord-
ing to the National Hot Dog and Sausage
Council. Wieners are sold in 10 packs
because of the weight of the meat.

Sandwich rolls often come in packs
of eight because the buns are baked in
clusters of four pans designed to hold
eight rolls. 

Petition hopes to close
the longstanding
bun-and-hot-dog gap
James McGinnis
Bucks County Courier Times

USA TODAY NETWORK

Heinz Ketchup is brokering hot dog
negotiations between wiener and
bun companies, demanding a solution
to unequal packs.
PROVIDED BY KRAFT HEINZ CANADA

Typing away on a sales report for
the boss, you decide to take a well-de-
served break from work.

Will it be some laughs on TikTok?
Sending friends a snap via Snapchat?
Playing a game of “Clash of Clans”?

The problem is, all of these are mo-
bile apps, and your smartphone is ly-
ing on a charging mat. Oh, and the kids
are watching videos on your iPad.

You can, in fact, run Android apps –
designed for a smartphone – on your
Windows PC or Mac.

Here are two of the best solutions,
to running millions of Android apps on
your computer:

BlueStacks

The best solution is to install Blue-
Stacks 5 for Windows PC (or Blue-
Stacks 4 for Mac), which lets you run
Android on your personal computer.

Because Android is an open operat-
ing system, BlueStacks is completely
free and legal for users to download
and install. It only takes up 2GB of
storage once installed, not including
any apps you may download.

Other system specs are equally as
modest, such as requiring at least 4GB
of RAM (system memory), though 8GB
or more is recommended. BlueStacks 5
might also require the download of a
newer graphics card driver on an aging
computer. 

To download apps and games from
the Google Play Store within BlueS-
tacks, simply log in with your Google
ID (Gmail address and password) and
have at it.

It may take a bit of experimentation
to see how some games should be best
played on a PC or Mac. For instance, if
you’re used to controlling a racing
game by tilting your Android phone,
you might opt for a keyboard or game-
pad instead.

Your Phone app

A second way to access Android apps
and games on a Windows PC is to
launch the Your Phone app, which is al-
ready built into Windows 10.

It’s a bit more of a headache to set up
and its performance isn’t as good as
BlueStacks, but it does let PC users ac-
cess apps on your smartphone – so long
as both devices are connected to the
same Wi-Fi network.

If you start from your PC, in the
search box on the taskbar, type the
words “your phone,” and then click or
tap to launch the app.

If you start from your Android phone,
select this from the list of phone models.
You’ll be asked to sign in to your Micro-
soft account, and then prompted to in-
stall or open the companion app on your
Android device. To do this, open a web
browser on your Android device and then
enter the link that’s displayed on your PC.

Next, sign in to the companion app
with the same Microsoft account that
you’re signed in to on your PC. On your
PC, select the “Pair with QR code” but-
ton. Now use your Android app to screen
to scan the QR code that’s displayed on
your PC, to link the devices.

Now you can wirelessly access your
Android phone from your PC, and even
pin Android apps to your Windows task-
bar, and launch them individually.

It’s easy to run
Android mobile apps
on your PC or Mac
Marc Saltzman
Special to USA TODAY

Access apps and play Android games
on your Windows PC or Mac, for free,
with BlueStacks, an emulator that lets
you use Android apps on your
computer. PROVIDED BY BLUESTACKS 5
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Don’t forget to pack your vaccination
passport this summer. 

At least that’s what Chau Mui
thought when she heard about a new
vaccination certification program in
New York, where she lives. So Mui, who
works for a marketing agency in Man-
hattan, quickly uploaded New York’s
Excelsior Pass, commonly known as a
vaccination passport.

Then she waited for someone to ask
her for it – in the city, at the airport, any-
where.

“Of all the restaurants, shops and
venues I’ve been to, not one has asked
for my Excelsior Pass,” she says. 

It kind of makes you wonder why you
would need a vaccination passport to
travel. As COVID-19 starts to retreat,
several states and countries have intro-
duced vaccination verification pro-
grams. 

But do you need a vaccination pass-
port to go somewhere? For now, the an-
swer is almost always the same, wheth-
er you’re traveling domestically or inter-
nationally: No, you don’t. But you may
need one to get into your favorite restau-
rant

“Vaccination passports are a hot top-
ic as governments begin to discuss how
to open global economies safely,” says
Carrie Dolan, director of the Ignite mul-
tidisciplinary research lab in William &
Mary’s Global Research Institute. “Cur-
rently, there is no widespread adoption
of a COVID-19 vaccination passport on a
cross-national basis.”

Put differently, there’s no standard
verifying a vaccination. Instead, there
are various vaccination passports –
New York’s Excelsior Pass, California’s
Digital COVID-19 Vaccine Record, or
Maryland MyIR.

By the way, authorities have gone out
of their way not to call them vaccination
passports, but the name has stuck. And
even though it’s a political hot-button –
several states, including Florida and
Texas, have banned vaccination pass-
ports – the name is appropriate. Why
else would you care about verifying your
vaccination status?

Do I need a vaccination passport
to travel domestically?

After receiving his second shot, John
Hautala logged in to Maryland’s MyIR
site and downloaded a certificate that
verified his vaccination. He kept the
printed sheet with his passport. Hauta-
la, a retired marine engineer from Pasa-
dena, Maryland, thought he would have
to show the vaccination passport wher-
ever he went. But so far, it’s proven mar-
ginally useful.

“I’ve used it to go to a ballgame and a
couple of restaurants,” he says. Other
than that, no one has asked about his
vaccination status.

Vaccination certifications are con-
fusing. One of the most common ques-
tions I get as a consumer advocate is: Do
I need my vaccine card to travel domes-
tically?

Answer: No – at least not yet. 
People are confused because there’s

still a mask requirement for air travel
and a testing requirement for air travel-
ers arriving in the U.S. from abroad.

If the Delta variant spreads and
there’s another surge in cases, anything
could happen. For now, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, you can travel anywhere within the
United States if you’re fully vaccinated.
With some exceptions, you probably
won’t even have to show a vaccine pass-
port during your travels.

Generally, restaurants that try to ver-
ify your vaccination status will ask that
you sit outdoors if you can’t show that

you’ve been vaccinated. Outdoor events
might also limit those who can’t prove
their vaccination status. 

Do I need a vaccination passport
to travel internationally?

But surely, you’ll need a vaccination
passport to travel abroad this summer?
There, again, the answer is no. Let’s say
you want to visit Europe this summer.
The EU has an EU Digital COVID Certif-
icate that verifies the vaccination status
of its citizens. But it’s meant to verify
European citizens’ vaccination status,
not those of tourists.

But in multiple conversations with
travelers and European officials, it’s
clear that won’t be necessary for the
time being. One European official told
me the reason was practical concerns.
After a year without tourism, they want
to make it as easy as possible for Amer-
icans to visit this summer. Requiring
them to apply for a vaccination passport
would be too much of a deterrent.

The World Health Organization has
recommended that national authorities
refrain from requiring a vaccination
passport for international travel as a
condition for departure or entry. 

“Further hesitancy from health or-
ganizations stems from the lack of evi-
dence regarding how long immunity
against COVID-19 will remain following
vaccination or natural infection,” notes
Lise Barnard, a health intelligence ana-
lyst at Crisis24, a risk management
company. 

This is the vaccination verification
card you might need 

People still care about your vaccina-
tion status. But if you’ve had your shots,
you already have all the proof you need.

“Most countries will accept the CDC’s
COVID Vaccination Record certification
to allow you into the country,” says Dar-
ko Ivanoski, CEO of ESTAForm, an on-
line travel authorization platform.
That’s the little white card you receive
when you get your vaccination.

Tourism authorities say it’s the clos-
est thing the United States has to a vac-
cination passport, at least for now. The
Biden administration has said the fed-
eral government will stay out of issuing
a formal vaccination passport. 

If you want to play it safe, consider
getting an International Certificate of
Vaccination or Prophylaxis, also known
as the Yellow Card. It’s a vaccination
certification created by the WHO and
recognized by most countries. Most
clinics that administer vaccinations for
travel can issue a yellow card. 

So this summer, there’s one less
thing for you to worry about packing. If
you’re traveling domestically, you prob-
ably won’t need any type of vaccine ver-
ification. If you’re flying abroad, your
verification requirements are minimal
and easy to meet. Keep that CDC Vacci-
nation Record with you, and you’ll have
everything you need.

Vaccine passport tips

Vaccine certification requirements
are subject to change without notice.
Here’s how to stay ahead of them:

h Choose a safer destination. The
best way to deal with a vaccine passport
problem is to avoid it altogether. If you
haven’t picked a place to vacation yet, go
somewhere with low COVID-19 infec-
tions and minimal entry requirements.
The Mayo Clinic’s coronavirus map
tracks infection rates in the U.S. and
predicts cases over the next 14 days.

h If a vaccination passport is avail-
able, get one. If you live in California,
Louisiana, Maryland, or New York,
that’s you. Oregon, Colorado and Illinois
are considering them, according to The
MIT Technology Review. The verifica-
tions are easy to get, and it’s better to
have one than not.

h Work with a travel adviser. A
competent travel agent will monitor the
situation and make sure you meet all the
paperwork requirements. Find an agent
at the American Society of Travel Advi-
sors site.

‘Vaccine passports’ are a varied lot
For now, they aren’t
required, but stay tuned

On Travel
Christopher Elliott

USA TODAY

The Excelsior Pass app is a digital pass that people in New York state can
download to show proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test. 
PROVIDED BY NEW YORK GOVERNOR’S PRESS OFFICE VIA AP

Can a plane fly over a hurricane?
Yes, it is possible to overfly a hurri-

cane while staying away from the storm.
Pilots check carefully for reports or fore-
cast of turbulence when coordinating
with flight dispatchers for selecting the
route.

How do airlines deal with hurri-
cane season?

When hurricanes and tropical storms
develop, airline operations centers
make many decisions to protect passen-
gers, crews and aircraft. These deci-
sions include how long they will con-
tinue to fly in and out of airports near a
storm’s projected path. Airplanes that
were scheduled to spend the night at an
threatened airport will instead be flown
to airports away from the storm. 

Bear in mind that many airlines use
hub airports in major cities, where pas-
sengers connect to smaller, outlying air-

ports in the region. Large numbers of
flights arrive and depart from them on
a daily basis. If these hubs are hit by a
storm, it can take several days to re-
sume normal operations. Loss of a hub
can affect large numbers of passengers
and freight shippers.

Flight dispatchers, crew schedulers
and maintenance planners work to-
gether to restore the flight schedule.
And remember, you’re not the only one
being put out by the storm: Flight
crews have to be flexible during irreg-
ular operations, because their sched-
ule is likely to be changed.

It’s also worth noting that hurricane
season is challenging every year. If a
storm is coming, listen carefully for
notifications from the airline and be
flexible for changes in your itinerary.

And remember that a large number
of highly experienced professionals
are working to get you to your destina-
tion as close to your planned time as
possible.

ASK THE CAPTAIN

When hurricanes and tropical storms develop, airline operations centers make
many decisions to protect passengers, crews and aircraft. GETTY IMAGES

It’s all hands on deck
during hurricane season
John Cox
Special to USA TODAY

ended that service in 2019.
Flair has five Boeing 737 Max jets and

three older 737s, with eight more Max
planes on order.

Canadians and Americans looking
to fly across the border could have one
more airline to choose from this fall if
coronavirus-related travel restrictions
between the two countries are gone by
then, as planned.

Canadian budget carrier Flair Air-
lines said Thursday that on Oct. 31, it
will begin flying to six U.S. leisure des-
tinations: Las Vegas; Fort Lauderdale
and Orlando-Sanford in Florida; Phoe-
nix-Mesa in Arizona; Hollywood-Bur-
bank and Palm Springs in California.

Flair executives suggest that their
tiny airline can undercut big Canadian
and American carriers on price. 

Swoop, a low-cost carrier owned by
Canada’s WestJet, is trying that ap-
proach, too.

“You don’t have to rack up debt or
save for months to enjoy travel this
winter,” Stephen Jones, president and
CEO of Flair Airlines said in a state-
ment.

One-way fares will start between 79
to 109 Canadian dollars ($63 to $87).

Flair officials said they will fly to the
U.S. from eight Canadian cities, in-
cluding Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver,
Halifax, Calgary, Ottowa, Kitchener-
Waterloo and Abbotsford.

The airline is led by a former exec-
utive of Hungary’s Wizz Air. It flew
charters before converting to a mix of
low fares and lots of fees, similar to
U.S. carriers Spirit and Allegiant. Flair
tried flying to the U.S. once before but

Flair Airlines plans
cheap flights between
US, Canada this fall
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Flair Airlines plans to begin flying
between Canada and the United States
Oct. 31 if restrictions related to the
coronavirus pandemic are lifted by
then. J.P. MOCZULSKI FILE PHOTO VIA

ASSOCIATED PRESS

“You don’t have to rack up

debt or save for months to

enjoy travel this winter,” 
Stephen Jones
President and CEO of Flair Airlines
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The film resonates as actress and co-writer
Ilana Glazer draws on personal loss. Page 7B

Horror thriller ‘False Positive’
also takes on timely topics 

The group releases its first album in nearly a
decade, readies for concerts this fall. Page 8B 

Jakob Dylan, The Wallflowers
are back with ‘Exit Wounds’
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App Store Official Charts for the
week ending July 6:

1. Minecraft, Mojang
2. Bloons TD 6, Ninja Kiwi
3. HotSchedules, HotSchedules
4. Heads Up!, Warner Bros.
5. Incredibox, So Far So Good
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Top paid iPhone apps
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There’s nothing quite like a nice va-
cation. Just hope that, if you ever book
a beach getaway, Mike White isn’t
scripting it. 

The supremely talented comedian,
writer and director (“Enlightened”) is
back on HBO with “The White Lotus”
(premiered Sunday, 9 EDT/PDT,
eeeg), a biting new miniseries about
the wealthy – and the staffers who
serve them – at an exclusive Hawaiian
resort. For fans of White’s deathly
sharp comedy, “Lotus” is a trium-
phant, deliriously funny satire of the
privileged classes against a gorgeous
backdrop. For those who don’t know
White well, it’s an exuberant comedy
that might introduce them to his other
work, such as Laura Dern’s HBO vehi-
cle “Enlightened.” 

“Lotus” begins with a mystery: At
the luxurious White Lotus resort,
someone has died. We don’t know who
and we don’t know how. The series
flashes back to the days leading up to
the death, introducing a colorful cast
of characters (nearly all of them despi-
cable) who could be the victim or killer. 

But quickly, the murder mystery be-
comes less important as the events at
the Lotus unfold. The guests include
Connie Britton as Nicole, a tech CEO
trying to wrangle her hapless husband
(Steve Zahn) and awful teen children
Olivia and Quinn (Sydney Sweeney
and Fred Hechinger) and Olivia’s
friend Paula (Brittany O’Grady); Jenni-
fer Coolidge as the emotionally unsta-
ble Tanya, on vacation to scatter her
mother’s ashes; and Alexandra Dad-
dario and Jake Lacy as newlyweds Ra-
chel and Shane (Molly Shannon hilari-
ously shows up in later episodes, al-
though naming her character might
spoil the surprise of her entrance).
Working at the hotel are chameleon
manager Armond (Murray Bartlett)
and spa manager Belinda (Natasha
Rothwell, “Insecure”), each of whom is
taken advantage of, extolled and belit-
tled by the guests. 

What happens in “Lotus” isn’t as
important as how the characters react
to it, a trick at which White excels.
Bartlett, an Australian actor with a
nice-guy face and hidden depths of
comedic potential, is the series’ true
standout. A feud that develops be-
tween Armond and spoiled rich boy
Shane is among the most entertaining
and shocking of events, and watching
Armond attempt a smiling, pleasant
façade as Shane acts more outra-
geously is sublime. 

Yet everyone is putting in excep-
tional work. Daddario, relegated to
roles as arm candy and mistresses for
much of her career, finally gets a
chance to step forward with some-
thing meatier, playing a confident
young woman swept away by a
wealthy, handsome beau before she
realized he wants to control her. Coo-

TELEVISION PREVIEW

Check into
HBO’s ‘White
Lotus’ for your
must-watch
summer series

Kelly Lawler
Columnist

USA TODAY 

See LOTUS, Page 7B

Rachel (Alexandra Daddario) and
Shane (Jake Lacy) are newlyweds on
“The White Lotus.” PROVIDED BY HBO

It’s an honor to be nominated, but sometimes the right people

don’t get that honor. h The 2021 Emmy nominations, which honor

programming that aired substantially during the 12 months end-

ing May 31, will be announced Tuesday. They are likely to be a

predictable assortment of Hollywood favorites, with few sur-

prises on the short list for television’s biggest honor. While there

are plenty of worthy actors and TV shows sure to be honored

when the nominees are revealed, we’re also guaranteed a slew of

snubs of great performances and gorgeous series. But if I could

control the Emmys, that surely wouldn’t happen. h From the ex-

pected nominees, such as Jean Smart and “The Crown,” to the

admirable long shots (“For All Mankind” and “Superstore”), we

pick the TV shows and actors we’d like to see nominated in major

categories. It may be a wish list, but it’s a deserving one. 

Drama series

h “The Boys” (Amazon) 
h “Bridgerton” (Netflix) 
h “The Crown” (Netflix) 
h “For All Mankind” (Apple

TV+) 
h “Pose” (FX)
“Mankind,” Apple’s underrated

drama that posits what the world
would look like if the Soviet Union
had reached the moon first in 1969,
had a masterful second season,
drawing its alternate history world
into huge conflicts and an emotional
climax. It deserves a place with big-
name dramas such as “Crown” and
“Bridgerton.” Amazon’s superhero
satire “The Boys” is good enough to
be the superhero show that breaks
through in this category but Dis-
ney+’s lackluster “Star Wars” series
“The Mandalorian” likely will be the
token science fiction/fantasy nomi-
nee. 

Comedy series

h “Girls5Eva” (Peacock)
h “Hacks” (HBO Max) 
h “Shrill” (Hulu)
h “Superstore” (NBC) 
h “Ted Lasso” (Apple TV+) 
TV comedies have helped us get

through the hardships of the CO-

VID-19 pandemic since last year,
and the competition in this category
is fierce. “Lasso” is bound to take the
title at the Emmys on Sept. 19, but it
shouldn’t overshadow the great
work of its peers. “Superstore” in-
corporated COVID-19 into its story-
lines better than nearly any other
show. And Aidy Bryant’s “Shrill” of-
fered a third and final season that
outdid the brilliant two that came
before. 

73RD PRIMETIME EMMY AWARDS NEWS & VIEWS

Jean Smart is a likely Emmy nominee for her role as a comedian in need of
a reset in HBO’s “Hacks.” PROVIDED BY JAKE GILES NETTER/HBO MAX

We help fill
out your
Emmy ballot
Kelly Lawler USA TODAY

There are a lot of astronauts on the
moon in the second season of
alternate history drama “For All
Mankind.” PROVIDED BY APPLE TV+

See EMMYS, Page 7B

Fans went to movie theaters in
record numbers (by pandemic

standards) to see “Black Widow,”
even with the option to watch at
home. The first Marvel movie in two
years, starring Scarlett Johansson in
the title role, raked in an estimated
$80 million in ticket sales in North
America, Disney announced Sunday.
Combined with $78 million from inter-
national theaters and $60 million in
Disney+ Premier Access rentals,
"Black Widow" grossed more than
$215 million in its first weekend, mak-
ing it the biggest opening since “Star
Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” pre-
miered pre-COVID in 2019.

JOHANSSON BY MARVEL STUDIOS VIA AP

HOW WAS YOUR DAY?
‘BLACK WIDOW’

The Duchess of Cambridge has ended
her self-isolation with a tennis match.
Kate and Prince William were specta-
tors on Saturday at the ladies' singles
final match during Wimbledon in
London. She wore a grass-green,
cap-sleeve dress and Prince William
was dressed in a light blue sports
coat and shirt with a dark tie. Kate
returned to the royal box with her
father, Michael Middleton, for the last
day of Wimbledon on Sunday to take
in the men’s singles final wearing a
pale-pink, button-front belted dress.
Her appearances came a week after
the 39-year-old duchess was in con-
tact with a person who tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. She did not experi-
ence any symptoms but followed
government guidelines and self-
isolated at home, Kensington Palace
told USA TODAY in a statement.

KARWAI TANG/WIREIMAGE

ROYALS REPORT
DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE

Rachel Brosnahan is 31. Michelle
Rodriguez is 43. Richard Simmons is
73.

IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY
WHO’S CELEBRATING TODAY
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DON’T QUOTE ME®

Rearrange the words to complete the quote.Novelist Willa Cather
shares this insight. BEST IN LEARN SOME STORM THERE THINGS

___________ ARE SOME ___________ YOU ___________

________ ________ CALM, AND ________ IN ___________.
7/12

Friday’s Answer: “There is a way to look at the past. Don’t hide from it.
It will not catch you if you don’t repeat it.” - Pearl Bailey

TXTPERT

Across

1. 2733337

5. 47744283

9. 7378

12. 693

13. 744

Down

2. 327

3. 344

4. 738

6. 7327

7. 275

8. 37468

10. 393

11. 887

7
/1

2

Today’s theme

Agriculture

Use the

phone

keypad to

decode the

clues.

For example:

2 could be A,

B or C ... and

5678 could

be LOST

© USA TODAY and Rich Coulter Friday’s solution

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 7
/9

D
1

C
2

U R V E
3

D

I A

V C

I W
4

E I G
5

H S
6

S I U E

O
7

D D E T

R T
8

E N S

H S
9

U M

ACROSS
1 Liquid mess

6 Fruits with a Brown
Turkey cultivar

10 Give an antidote
14 “Roots” author Alex
15 Thick noodle
16 Some primates
17 Wear away
18 ___-Tahoe

International
Airport

19 Make jokes
20 Sports bar fixtures
21 Event with mimosas

and pop diva
impersonations

23 Prefix for “liner” or
“shadow”

24 Many 21-Across
attendees

25 Not merited
26 Paired “scared”

with “dared”
28 Possess
30 Spanish “to be”
31 Hit the town
32 “That’s disgusting!”
34 Risk an empty

netter, in hockey
39 Coated with oil,

perhaps
40 Talley & Twine

accessory
42 Klutzy person
45 Spindrift container
46 Offers a quick

greeting
47 Have a conversation
49 Young kangaroo
51 Person to ask when

Mama says no,
perhaps

52 Sing on key
55 KaMillion genre
56 Farmland measure
57 Young male horse
58 Allowed by law
60 Comedian Butcher
61 One less than a

quartet
62 Pointy feature on a

roof

63 Theater backdrops
64 Move like sap
65 Boat tie-up places

DOWN
1 “___ Keeps Me

Warm” (Mary
Lambert song)

2 Go from one rager
to another

3 Words to a friend
4 Parts of some

menorah sweaters
5 Chemical similar to

bleach
6 Like an otter
7 Outcomes of

brainstorming
8 Percussion

instrument with a
“wind” variety

9 Snooty person
10 Louisiana cuisine
11 Turns on its head

12 Save from danger
13 Model Baxter
21 Person to ask

when Pop says no,
perhaps

22 Flees the scene

23 Energy unit hidden
in “energy”

24 Win at roulette, for
example

27 ___ over (think
about)

28 www.lesbians-
whotech.___

29 Try to win over
32 Test prep subject
33 Crush it onstage
35 Scheduling letters
36 Female chicken
37 “How’d you

do that?!”
response

38 L.A.
neighborhood

41 He/___
pronouns

42 Academy
Awards

43 People to
whom Oak Flat
is sacred

44 Pet that may
dance when
excited

46 “Understand?”
48 Zones

49 Stage/screen icon
Andrews

50 Ranked the highest
53 Performs in “Angels

in America”
54 Made a rip in
55 Car takeback, for

short
58 Acid
59 “___ Miz”

Answers: Call 1-900-988-8300, 99 cents a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-320-4280.

THAT’S QUITE
A SCHLEP!

CROSSWORD

BY Amanda Rafkin & Brooke

Husic

Friday’s Answer

7/9

© Andrews McMeel 7/12

CROSSWORDS
ON YOUR PHONE

get our crossword app

EDITED Erik Agard

DIFFICULTY RATING �����

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1 through 9 (no repeats).

7/12

7/9

SUDOKU FUSION
ON YOUR PHONE

puzzles.usatoday.com

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x2
box contains the numbers 1 through 6 (no repeats).

DIFFICULTY RATING �����

8 2 9 4

9 2 1 8 3

1 8 6 7 5

3 6 2 8

6 5 7

5 7 8 9

9 3 2 6 7

7 3 4 5 1

6 8 9 4

6 2 3

3 4 6

3 4 2 1

4 2 1 3

5 2 6

2 1 4

1 5 3 8 7 9 4 6 2
9 2 6 1 4 5 8 7 3
7 4 8 6 3 2 5 1 9
8 1 4 7 2 6 3 9 5
5 7 9 3 1 8 2 4 6
6 3 2 9 5 4 1 8 7
2 9 5 4 6 1 7 3 8
3 6 1 5 8 7 9 2 4
4 8 7 2 9 3 6 5 1

2 3 5 6 1 4

6 1 4 5 3 2

4 5 6 3 2 1

3 2 1 4 6 5

5 6 2 1 4 3

1 4 3 2 5 6

Friday’s Answers

SUDOKU

© Andrews McMeel

QUICKCROSS

By John Wilmes 7/12

Floating -->

Norse god

--> protection

Munches on food

Adore

Concept

Clenched hand

Sinus docs

Friday’s Answer

7/9

A T O M

G A T E

E X I T

S I C S
QUICKCROSS
ON YOUR PHONE

puzzles.usatoday.com
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MENU

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

PLAY ONLINE
PUZZLES.USATODAY.COM

UP & DOWN WORDS

By David L. Hoyt and Russell L. Hoyt

1. Get there ahead of schedule
2. Quitting work at age 55, say
3. 401(k), e.g.
4. Type of ID
5. Riker’s nickname on “Star

Trek: TNG”
6. It’s worth 100 cents
7. List at a fast-food place

Clues: Friday’s Answer

STORM

WARNING

SIGN

IN

SECRET

SERVICE

DOG

WARNING
SIGN

IN

SECRET

SERVICE

DOG

COLLAR

ARRIVE

7/12

© Andrews McMeel

K W X I T A L Y Q A R E

M N C L I E N T D E L E

W J E N Z E A A S B L K

R T C E L I N S A K S O

I D M K D A E T C E T V

S W N N C R J U R U K J

T A I Z D G N E L B O W

C H A I R K C P D E S K

WORD ROUNDUP

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Friday’s answer: CHAR CHAP CHEF CHIN CHEW CHIP CHUG /

HISTORY SCIENCE MATH / PURPLE VIOLET / NORTH SOUTH / MOOSE

MOUSE

7/12

Find and Circle:
Five joints in the body ☑☐☐☐☐
Four pieces of furniture ☐☐☐☐
Three three-syllable countries ☐☐☐
Two dwarf planets ☐☐
Customer for an attorney ☐
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PUZZLES
To report problems, email feedback@usatoday.com.

For more puzzles, get the USA TODAY Crossword app.

In search of something good to read? USA TODAY’s Barbara VanDenburgh scopes out the shelves for this week’s hottest new book releases.

All books are on sale on Tuesday.

1. “Appleseed” 
by Matt Bell (Custom
House, fiction)

What it’s about: This ambi-
tious speculative epic and
striking take on climate change
follows three separate narra-
tives in three different times:
18th-century Ohio; the near cli-
mate-ravaged future; and a
thousand years from now, in a
North America covered by a
sheet of ice with one lonely in-
habitant seeking out the last of
civilization.

The buzz: “This is an excel-
lent addition to the climate
apocalypse subgenre, and the
way it grapples with human-
ity’s dramatic influence on the
planet feels fresh and bracing,”
says Publishers Weekly.

2. “The Final Girl Support
Group”
by Grady Hendrix (Berkley,
fiction)

What it’s about: The horror
master behind “The Southern
Book Club’s Guide to Slaying
Vampires” puts his unique spin
on slasher movie tropes, imag-
ining a group of real-life final
girls who survived their attack-
ers meeting in a therapeutic
support group to process their
traumas.

The buzz: “Horror fans will
be wowed,” says a starred
review from Publishers Weekly.

3. “The Letters of Shirley
Jackson” 
by Shirley Jackson; edited
by Laurence Jackson Hyman
(Random House, nonfiction)

What it’s about: A collec-
tion of never-before-published
letters from the author of “The
Haunting of Hill House” and
“The Lottery” written over the
course of nearly three decades.
A can’t-miss literary artifact
from one of America’s most im-
portant authors.

The buzz: “A vivid, engag-
ing, and engrossing collection
from one of American litera-
ture’s great letter writers,” says
a starred review from Kirkus
Reviews.

4. “China Room” 
by Sunjeev Sahota (Viking,
fiction)

What it’s about: Two sto-
ries intertwine, one set in 1929
Punjab, India, in which a teen-
ager named Mehar is forced
into a horrifying arranged mar-
riage, and the other in 1999, in
which Mehar’s great-grandson
returns to the family farmstead
to kick a heroin addiction.

The buzz: “The strongest
notes of romance and tragedy
are there,” says a eeeg re-
view for USA TODAY. 

5. “What Is a Dog?” 
by Chloe Shaw (Flatiron,
nonfiction)

What it’s about: Grieving
the loss of a beloved dog, Shaw
began meditating on the dogs
she’s loved and lost, and what’s
she learned from them about
being human.

The buzz: In a starred re-
view, Kirkus Reviews calls it a
“poignant and gracefully writ-
ten memoir” and “a dog lover’s
warmhearted delight.”

BOOKS

‘Appleseed’ is planted in
apocalypse; ‘Dog’ gives pause
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Spoiler alert! This story contains ma-
jor details about the ending of Hulu’s
“False Positive.” 

Most adults spend their birthdays
getting dinner or drinks with friends
and loved ones. 

Ilana Glazer, meanwhile, rang in 32
covered in fake blood on the set of her
chilling new horror thriller “False Posi-
tive” (now streaming on Hulu). The ac-
tress was shooting a climactic scene in
which her character, Lucy, walks away
from the fertility clinic where she just
killed the sinister Dr. Hindle (Pierce
Brosnan), who inseminated her without
her consent or knowledge. 

“I was like, ‘This is a nearly psychotic
way to spend one’s birthday,’ ” Glazer,
now 34, recalls with a laugh. “I think I
needed a cigarette after – that’s my
memory. It was so damn disturbing.” 

“False Positive” is a complete 180 for
Glazer, who’s best known as the co-cre-
ator and star of Comedy Central’s
“Broad City,” which wrapped its madcap
five-season run in 2019. It was on that
show she met John Lee, who directed a
handful of episodes and co-wrote “False
Positive” with Glazer. The film riffs on
the 1968 horror classic “Rosemary’s Ba-
by” as well as “Peter Pan,” exploring the
timely subject of how women can be
robbed of agency over their own bodies
by a patriarchal health care system. 

After struggling with infertility for
months, Lucy scores an appointment
with top specialist Hindle, a friend and
former mentor to her husband, Adrian
(Justin Theroux). But Lucy suspects
that something is amiss when she
learns she’s pregnant with triplets and
starts suffering from hallucinations.
Later, she’s told it’s a high-risk pregnan-
cy and must decide between keeping
the two boys or one girl. Lucy chooses
the girl, whom she names Wendy, but
after delivering the babies, discovers
that Hindle saved the boys instead. 

Making matters worse, Adrian and
the nurses were fully aware that Hindle
used his own sperm to impregnate Lucy
and other patients through in vitro fer-
tilization. Devastated, angry and spat-
tered with Hindle’s blood after killing

him, Lucy demands Adrian take the
twin boys and leave. The film ends with
Lucy crying and breastfeeding the fetus
of her dead daughter as “Who Am I?”
from Leonard Bernstein’s “Peter Pan”
musical plays. 

USA TODAY caught up with director
Lee and Glazer, who is pregnant with
her first child with husband David Rook-
lin, to discuss that haunting ending and
more.

(Edited for length and clarity.) 
Question: What sparked the idea

for this film? 
John Lee: My wife and I had some dif-

ficulties getting pregnant the first time
and I was reading “Peter Pan” at the
time. There’s this section where the par-
ents were just waiting inside the kids’
bedroom staring at the window, antici-
pating the kids’ return. That, to me, was
just the darkest kind of notion. It made
me realize the whole book is about a
tragedy and Neverland is actually a de-
lusion. It really made me understand,
“Oh, something terrible happened to
these children: They were either ab-
ducted or thrown out the window.” 

We were going through the emotions
of a miscarriage and understanding
what that means for us. We were able to

have two daughters, but that memory is
still with us and floats around in the
backs of our minds. So all that was
swirling around, and I just started to
come up with some images and see how
kind of lost you are when you’re dealing
with pregnancy in this country. There
hasn’t really been a story that examined
that feeling of confusion and loss.
“Rosemary’s Baby” is one, but that goes
into such a fantastical place, and I want-
ed to stay more grounded. 

Q: The term “mommy brain” is used
frequently by Adrian and other char-
acters, as a way to infantilize Lucy and
dismiss her feelings that something’s
wrong. How has your own pregnancy
changed the way you think about that
term? 

Ilana Glazer: “Mommy Brain” was
actually a title we were considering. But
personally, I have not really been experi-
encing that. I think I protected myself
from it, especially because of making
this movie a couple years before enter-
ing my human-creation journey.
(Laughs.) I’ve really sought out a de-mi-
sogynized education about pregnancy. I
have spent so much time thinking about
these types of violations that I really set
up protecting myself from it. Because

it’s really hard and vulnerable and takes
so much strength to be pregnant, and
I’m just shy of experiencing birth. 

And it’s just too upsetting. I’ve found
myself even angrier about the power
structures, and even more incensed at
the system we live in where women are
second-class citizens across all socio-
economic statuses, on a gradient of
wealth and race and class. I’m angrier in
my body because it’s going through this
experience and I think that’s also made
me more mindful of dodging that kind of
(expletive). 

Q: How did you land on the twist
that Dr. Hindle impregnated Lucy?

Lee: Fertility doctors do this pretty
consistently, and Ilana and I (learned)
during writing that it’s not necessarily
illegal, depending on how they do it.
Some of them have been disbarred, but
some of them, nothing’s really hap-
pened to them. And the pressure on the
parents, like, what do you do? You can’t
return the child. It’s the complexity of
the injustice and the hubris of these
doctors to do this.

(With Hindle), it wasn’t just that he
was the father – it was that he wanted
boys and made her have the boys. So it’s
not just one twist, but two moments
that make you realize this is a larger
problem. It’s the compounded, “Oh, (ex-
pletive), men make women do whatever
they want.” 

Q: So much of this film is about loss:
Lucy grieving her mother and want-
ing that connection with a daughter of
her own. Was it actually quite emo-
tional for you to shoot the final scene
of Lucy breastfeeding Wendy?

Glazer: Yes, it was. I was very much
in a moment of loss. This was right after
“Broad City” had stopped airing, and
right when “Broad City” started airing, I
lost one of my best friends and I have
not had that experience before. So that
moment was all about loss for me. I
mean, the end of “Broad City” was quite
emotional for Abbi (Jacobson) and I to
perform, and then to go into “False Posi-
tive,” it was a gift because it became this
container for me to exercise my feelings.
Both exercise and exorcise, I guess. I
really got that experience that I think
comes more with drama. I was really
present in that moment.

STREAMING

Thriller ‘False Positive’ tackles loss, grief
Patrick Ryan
USA TODAY

A blood-soaked Lucy (Ilana Glazer) returns home at the end of Hulu's “False
Positive.” PROVIDED BY ANNA KOORIS/HULU

lidge, best known for her roles in “Amer-
ican Pie” and “Legally Blonde,” also does
some of her best work as insecure and
needy Tanya, who latches onto kind Be-
linda, oblivious to the consequences of
being the financially powerful person in

a relationship.
Britton and Zahn are surprisingly ef-

fective foils as a flaky career woman
who isn’t interested in breaking any
glass ceiling that doesn’t involve her,
and her pushover husband who veers
from one emotional extreme to the next.
With its teen characters, White and the
“Lotus” writers understand something
that few other series do: That while
technology and clothes might have

changed with Generation Z, teenagers
are still mostly just dumb jerks.

Amid the Hawaiian high jinks and
gorgeous backdrops, “Lotus” goes deep-
er into its dissection of wealth inequal-
ity, and is blisteringly critical of all in-
volved, no matter how well-intentioned.
When idealistic Paula thinks she can
help a native Hawaiian bellboy she’s
crushing on, it goes wrong in a way that
conveniently doesn’t harm her. White

may hate the oligarchy of wealth he por-
trays, but he isn’t naive enough to sug-
gest that the powerful will be punished. 

“Lotus” may be cynical, but it is not
depressing. The brilliance in the series
is its balance: never too cringeworthy,
too shocking, too slapstick. It’s the Gol-
dilocks level of just right, and enor-
mously entertaining. 

But it might make you think twice
about visiting Hawaii. 

Lotus
Continued from Page 5B

Drama actor

h Jonathan Majors, “Lovecraft
Country” (HBO) 

h Josh O’Connor, “The Crown”
(Netflix) 

h Regé-Jean Page, “Bridgerton”
(Netflix) 

h Billy Porter, “Pose” (FX) 
h Matthew Rhys, “Perry Mason”

(HBO)
O’Connor got plenty of great material

with his unflattering portrait of Prince
Charles in Season 4 of “The Crown” and
is a strong contender. But I hope Page,
who broke out on “Bridgerton” in De-
cember and cemented his star status
with a great turn hosting “Saturday
Night Live” this year, doesn’t just make
the list, but takes home the gold. 

Drama actress

Aya Cash, “The Boys” (Amazon)
Olivia Colman, “The Crown” (Net-

flix)
Emma Corrin, “The Crown” (Net-

flix)
Mj Rodriguez, “Pose” (FX) 
Jurnee Smollett, “Lovecraft Coun-

try” (HBO) 
Corrin, who took on the monumental

task of portraying Princess Diana in
Netflix’s drama about the reign of Queen
Elizabeth II, is the safe bet in this cate-
gory, and her performance lives up to
the hype. But beyond the “Crown” stars,
I’m pulling for Rodriguez, who helped
make the final season of “Pose” exqui-
site, and Cash, who never got her Emmy
due for FXX’s “You’re the Worst” and has
a flashier role in “Boys.”

Comedy actress

Aidy Bryant, “Shrill” (Hulu) 
Maya Erskine, “Pen15” (Hulu)
Renee Elise Goldsberry,

“Girls5Eva” (Peacock)
Charlotte Nicdao, “Mythic Quest”

(Apple TV+)
Jean Smart, “Hacks” (HBO Max) 
All hail the year of Jean Smart. The

veteran actress had her own renais-
sance with performances in HBO’s
“Mare of Easttown” and HBO Max’s
“Hacks,” the latter of which is sure to get
her a deserved Emmy nomination (and
probably a win). Other worthy candi-
dates include Erskine, the queen of
cringe in Hulu’s middle school comedy,
and Nicdao, who brings grounding and
sarcasm to Apple’s video-game work-
place comedy “Mythic.”

Comedy actor

Jason Sudeikis, “Ted Lasso” (Apple
TV+)

Josh Thomas, “Everything’s Gonna
Be Okay” (Freeform)

It’s been a weak year for leading men
in comedy, and while the Emmy catego-
ries occasionally balloon to as many as
eight nominees, it might be worth con-
densing to a few this time around. Espe-
cially when this year’s Emmys likely will
be a tribute to “Ted Lasso,” echoing last
year’s “Schitt’s Creek” lovefest, other
shows need not apply. Sudeikis is unde-
niably turning in career-best work as
the American football-turned-British
soccer coach with a heart of gold. And
creator and star Josh Thomas deserves
recognition for Freeform’s wonderfully
insightful “Everything’s Gonna Be
Okay.” The other slots? Not a huge num-

ber of really great performances com-
peting. 

Limited series

“I May Destroy You” (HBO)
“It’s A Sin” (HBO Max)
“Mare of Easttown” (HBO) 
“The Queen’s Gambit” (Netflix) 
“The Underground Railroad” (Am-

azon)
Some of the best television of the

year is competing in this category.
Chess sensation “Gambit” and Pennsyl-
vania murder mystery “Mare” are most
likely shoo-ins for nominations, and
both were superb shows. So were the
excellent British drama “Destroy” and
Barry Jenkins’ great “Railroad,” also fa-
vorites as nominees. HBO Max’s “Sin” is
less certain, but it’s not just the best lim-
ited series of 2021 so far, it’s the best TV
show. The series, a chronicle of the
worst part of the AIDS epidemic in Lon-
don in the 1980s, is emotional and effec-
tive without a hint of cliché.

Emmys
Continued from Page 5B

Emma Corrin is a favorite among the potential drama actress nominees for her
portrayal of Princess Diana in Season 4 of “The Crown.” PROVIDED BY NETFLIX

Jason Sudeikis is an American football
coach thrust into British soccer in “Ted
Lasso.” PROVIDED BY APPLE TV+
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8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
NETWORK

ABC The Bachelorette Participants from “RuPaul’s Drag Race All-Stars” help Katie navigate a group date; Katie

questions her relationship during a double date. (N)

The Celebrity Dating Game Gabriel Iglesias asks the 

contestants questions about cuddling. (N)

Local Programs Jimmy Kimmel Live 

CBS The Neighborhood

Mystery novel.

Bob Hearts Abishola

Abishola’s mother.

Young Sheldon D&D

session.

The United States of Al

Family & traditions.

NCIS: Los Angeles Anna could be forced back to

Russia; Nell gets a serious offer from Kilbride.

Local Programs The Late Show with

Stephen Colbert

Fox Hell’s Kitchen Chefs make international cuisine; one

contestant is removed from the kitchen. (N)

HouseBroken Wedding

scheme. (N)

Duncanville Jack tries to

motivate Jing’s team. (N)

Local Programs 

NBC American Ninja Warrior The qualifiers conclude at the Tacoma Dome, where competitors on up to six

challenging obstacles, which includes the new course “Tilt A Whirl.” (N)

Small Fortune A father and two of his triplets play for

bragging rights. (N)

Local Programs The Tonight Show

Starring Jimmy Fallon

PBS Antiques Roadshow An 1840 Alfred J. Miller painting. Antiques Recut (N) Antiques Recut (N) POV Puerto Ricans navigate political troubles in the wake of Hurricane María. (N) Amanpour (N)

CW All American Secrets revealed. (N) The Republic of Sarah Executive order. (N) Local Programs 

ION NCIS: Los Angeles Navy officer murder. NCIS: Los Angeles Vail held hostage. NCIS: Los Angeles Escaped terrorist. NCIS: Los Angeles Security breach.

Telemundo Exatlón Estados Unidos (N) Hercai, Amor y venganza (N) Café con aroma de mujer (N) Noticias Telemundo (N) Noticias Telemundo (N)

Univision Diseñando tu amor Conflicto familiar. Si nos dejan (N) La hija del embajador Sancar y Nare. Noticiero Univisión (N) Noti. Univi. Ed. noc. (N)

CABLE

A&E Intervention A champion fighter receives help. Intervention A father copes with his addiction. (N) Intervention Woman uses alcohol. (N) (Season finale) Intervention A woman uses crack cocaine.

AMC The Perfect Storm A swordfish boat crew heads out for one last haul and faces a killer storm. (2000) (7:00) The Beast Must Die (N) (Series premiere) The Godfather The story of a New York Mafia family.

Animal Planet Homestead Rescue Cabin catches fire. (N) Homestead Rescue: Raney Ranch (N) Homestead Rescue Self-automated home.

BBC America The Fifth Element A 23rd-century Brooklyn cab driver unwittingly becomes involved with a woman who may be the key to saving the world from destruction. (1997) The Fifth Element Bruce Willis, Gary Oldman (1997)

BET Twas the Chaos Before Christmas (2019) (6:00) Tyler Perry’s A Madea Christmas Madea helps her friend pay her daughter a surprise visit during Christmastime. Tyler Perry, Anna Maria Horsford (2013)

Bravo Below Deck Mediterranean Party preparation. (N) Below Deck Mediterranean Wedding event. (N) What Happens (N) Below Deck Mediterranean Wedding event. Shahs of Sunset

Cartoon Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers American Dad! American Dad! American Dad! Rick and Morty Family Guy Family Guy

CMT Mom Bonnie flirts. Mom Sober dance. Mom Mother-in-law. Mom Christy dates. Mom Christy dates Fred. Mom Bonnie avoids ex. Reba Off color joke. Reba Surprise party.

CNBC Shark Tank Mobile wedding service and girls’ toys. Shark Tank A cold brew kit is pitched. American Greed: Scams, Scoundrels and Scandals American Greed: Scams, Scoundrels and Scandals

CNN Anderson Cooper 360°  (N) Cuomo Prime Time (N) Don Lemon Tonight (N) Don Lemon Tonight (N)

Comedy The Office Industrial sabotage; Hilary Swank. The Office False fire drill. The Office The Office Speaking tour. The Office The Office The Office Discount ploy.

Discovery Air Jaws: Going for Gold Record breach. (N) Jaws Awakens: Phred vs. Slash Very large sharks. (N) Expedition Unknown: Shark Trek William Shatner. (N) Josh Gates Tonight William Shatner. (N)

Disney Big City Greens Big City Greens Jessie A discovery. Jessie Space trip. Big City Greens Big City Greens Gabby & the Unsittables Sydney to the Max

DisXD UglyDolls A group of free-spirited dolls wander away from the comfort of their town. Kelly Clarkson (2019) DuckTales DuckTales Dream world. DuckTales Parker Plays

DIY Bargain Mansions Water-damage fix. Bargain Mansions Keep home’s allure. (N) Bargain Mansions Bargain Mansions Bargain Mansions Bargain Mansions

E! To Be Announced Botched Plastic surgeons fix botched surgery. Meet the Frasers Lives of young psychic & his girlfriend. Nightly Pop (N)

Food BBQ Brawl: Flay v. Symon Tailgate tradition. BBQ Brawl: Flay v. Symon Classic BBQ cuts. (N) Grill of Victory Date night dinner. (N) Chopped Jumbo-sized ribs and a premium steak.

Fox News Tucker Carlson Tonight  (N) Hannity  (N) The Ingraham Angle (N) Gutfeld! (N)

Freeform Cast Away A plane crash strands a workaholic FedEx troubleshooter on a remote island. Tom Hanks, Helen Hunt (2000) (7:50) The 700 Club 

FX Bohemian Rhapsody A young man and his band reach unexpected success by shattering stereotypes. (2018) Green Book A bouncer is hired to drive a pianist on his concert tour of the South. Viggo Mortensen (2018)

FXX The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons

GSN America Says America Says America Says America Says Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud

Hallmark Welcome to Christmas Eric Mabius (2018) (7:00) Christmas in Rome A tour guide gets fired from her job in Rome just before Christmas. Lacey Chabert (2019) The Christmas Doctor A doctor’s job far from home.

HGTV Celebrity IOU A new kitchen and deck. (N) Celebrity IOU Assistant’s condo. (N) Home Town An interior designer’s abode. Home Town A cottage with lots of resale potential.

History American Pickers Guys gets access to vintage picks. American Pickers Mike meets a country music icon. American Pickers Texas home. American Pickers Volkswagen busses in Arkansas.

HLN Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files II Forensic Files II Forensic Files II Forensic Files II

ID Reasonable Doubt Deputy convicted. Death in the Deep New marriage sours. (N) Reasonable Doubt Justin Lunsford. (N) Murder in the Heartland Woman found stabbed.

IFC Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men Two and a Half Men

Lifetime Rizzoli & Isles Young woman found dead at dock. Rizzoli & Isles A brutal prison murder is investigated. Rizzoli & Isles A gang member is testified against. Rizzoli & Isles Boston Homicide works with the FBI.

MotorTrend Full Custom Garage 1930s-style pickup. Full Custom Garage An old work truck is transformed. Full Custom Garage A train build. Full Custom Garage Unique beach buggy.

MSNBC All in with Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show  (N) The Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell (N) The 11th Hour with Brian Williams (N)

MTV Just Go With It Man with fake wedding ring meets lady, is ashamed of truth, and fakes divorce. Adam Sandler, Jennifer Aniston (2011) (8:05) Ridiculousness Ridiculousness

NatGeo When Sharks Attack Sharks in Hawaii. Shark Attack Files (N) (Series premiere) Shark: Paige Winter Story Teenager survives. (N) When Sharks Attack Sharks in Hawaii.

NatGeo Wild America’s National Parks Yosemite’s wildlife. America’s National Parks Mountain range. America’s National Parks Yellowstone animals. America’s National Parks Yosemite’s wildlife.

NewsNation NewsNationPrime NewsNationPrime Banfield The Donlon Report

Nick SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Joey uninsured. Friends Friends Friends

OWN Deadline: Crime with Tamron Hall Deadline: Crime with Tamron Hall Home invasion. Deadline: Crime with Tamron Hall Missing people. Deadline: Crime with Tamron Hall Teen girl vanishes.

Oxygen NCIS Marine found dead in motel room. NCIS Searching for missing chemical weapons. NCIS Ducky undercover in arms deal. NCIS Sailor found dead in building.

Paramount Fast & Furious 6 Dominic and his team help Agent Hobbs. Vin Diesel (2013) (7:00) Mad Max: Fury Road Two renegades hold the key to restoring civilization following society’s slump. Tom Hardy, Charlize Theron (2015)

Pop NCIS: New Orleans Navy crimes. NCIS: New Orleans Navy crimes. NCIS: New Orleans Navy crimes. NCIS: New Orleans Navy crimes.

Science Expedition Unknown A lost sacred relic is sought. Expedition Unknown Cave in Ecuador. Strangest Things Expedition Unknown Norse expansion.

Sundance A Bronx Tale Man faces the mob to raise son right. A Few Good Men Two defense lawyers try to break a code of silence that surrounds two soldiers. Tom Cruise, Jack Nicholson (1992)

Syfy Terminator 2: Judgment Day A shape-shifting robot assassin from the future targets a modern-day teen. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Linda Hamilton (1991) Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991)

TBS Family Guy Family Guy Cancer cure. Family Guy Family Guy American Dad! (N) Final Space (N) Rick and Morty Tuca & Bertie Burnt out.

TCM The Most Dangerous Game Joel McCrea (1932) King Kong A giant ape escapes from its cage and wreaks complete havoc on New York City. Fay Wray (1933) Gone with the Wind Clark Gable (1940) (11:15)

TLC Darcey & Stacey (N) (Season premiere) sMothered Carina disapproves of Amy’s ex. (N) So Freakin Cheap Wedding plans. (N) So Freakin Cheap Watsons get engagement photos.

TNT Doctor Strange Neurosurgeon armed with magical powers must decide what life he wants. (2016) (7:30) Titans Solo: A Star Wars Story Alden Ehrenreich (2018)

Travel Mysteries of the Unknown Details are shared about a forged painting that surprised experts. (N) Nostradamus: End of Days Disease predictions. (N) Nostradamus: End of Days Famine and war.

TruTV Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Dumb and Dumber To The two buffoons drive the country to find a long lost child for a kidney. (2014)

TV Land Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Loves Raymond The King of Queens The King of Queens

USA WWE Monday Night Raw from Yuengling Center in Tampa, Fla. (Live) Chrisley Knows Best Chrisley Knows Best

VH1 Love & Hip Hop Atlanta (N) Cartel Crew (N) Infamy: When Fame Turns Deadly (N) Love & Hip Hop Atlanta Atlanta music scene.

Viceland Cold Case Files Missing clue found after 13 years. Cold Case Files Detective finds mistake in girl’s case. Cold Case Files Thirty-three years. VICE News Tonight (N) VICE News Tonight

WE Law & Order A murder investigation leads to a cult. Law & Order A promiscuous attorney is murdered. Law & Order Fontana investigates porn murders. Law & Order Detectives investigate jockey’s murder.

Weather Strangest Weather on Earth Popcorn snow. Strangest Weather on Earth Haboobs; hoodoos. Strangest Weather on Earth Spider storm. Storm Stories: The Next Chapter Tornado trap.

MOVIE NETWORKS

Cinemax Blades of Glory Rival male skaters become the first all-male couple in pairs’

figure skating. Will Ferrell, Jon Heder (2007)

American Reunion After a decade of being away from home, a group of friends come together in East

Great Falls, Mich., for their high school reunion. Jason Biggs, Alyson Hannigan (2012) (9:35)

The Invisible Man A violent

and controlling man.

Encore The Grudge A detective investigates a cursed house

where a mother murdered her family. (2020) (7:23)

Paranormal Activity Couple captures horrific activity on camera, as a shocking

revelation is made. Katie Featherston, Micah Sloat (2009)

Paranormal Activity 2 A family’s security cameras reveal a malevolent

disturbance in their home. Katie Featherston, Brian Boland (2010) (10:29)

FXM Deadpool Man adopts alter ego and sets out to locate

the man who ruined his life. Ryan Reynolds (2016)

Deadpool After he is subjected to an experiment, in which he’s tortured and disfigured, a man adopts an alter ego, and sets out to

locate the man who ruined his life. Ryan Reynolds, Morena Baccarin (2016) (9:15)

Overlord Paratroopers

land in a Nazi experiment.

Hallmark Movies Signed, Sealed, Delivered A team of investigators find

the destinations for lost pieces of mail. (2013) (7:00)

Signed, Sealed, Delivered: From Paris With Love Oliver, Shane and the rest of the Postables return to

explore the mysteries surrounding the concept of true love as they deliver divorce papers to a couple. (2015)

Murder, She Wrote A friend’s husband dies while

Jessica is reuniting with a former roommate.

HBO Judas and the Black Messiah An FBI informant goes

undercover. Daniel Kaluuya (2021) (6:50)

Catch and Kill: The

Podcast Tapes (N)

Catch and Kill: The

Podcast Tapes (N)

Catch and Kill: The

Podcast Tapes

Catch and Kill: The

Podcast Tapes

Betty Emotions run high in

Halloween party.

The White Lotus New

hotel guests.

Lifetime Movie Killer Advice After a woman encounters a shocking attack, her loved ones suggest she see a therapist to

help her cope, but her new therapist gives her more than she expects. Kate Watson, Meredith Thomas (2021)

Dangerous Medicine A young man seeks help from a physical therapist after a car accident leaves him

immobilized, but her efforts soon become a sick attempt to possess her patient. Leann Van Mol (2021)

Showtime The Chi Emmett and Tiff enter a new exciting chapter

together; Jamal reaches his limit.

Flatbush Misdemeanors

Bomb threat.

Black Monday A disagree-

ment on creative choices.

The First Wives Club Sag

Harbor.

Twenties Nia faces

stereotypes in improv class.

The One and Only Dick Gregory Comedian’s

Vietnam criticism brings ire. (2021)

Starz Titanic An aging survivor of the Titanic tells the story of her forbidden romance with a young, dashing

vagabond during the ship’s infamous maiden voyage. Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet (1997) (6:42)

Run the World

Bachelorette party.

Zero Dark Thirty Chronicle of the covert operation to take down al-Qaeda

leader Osama bin Laden. Jessica Chastain, Jason Clarke (2013) (10:31)

TMC How To Build A Girl When a British teenager decides to pursue a career in music

journalism, she reinvents herself to take on a more marketable personality. (2020)

Mid90s A 13-year-old boy spends his summer vacation befriending a group of

skateboarders, who help him escape from his struggling home life. (2018) (9:45)

The Master A man returns from the Second World War

and helps a cult-like organization. (2012) (11:10)

SPORTS NETWORKS

ESPN 2021 Home Run Derby (Live) 2021 All-Star Celebrity Softball Game SportsCenter with Scott Van Pelt

ESPN2 2021 Home Run Derby (Live) The 2021 ESPYS Anthony Mackie hosts the 2021 awards show, which honors athletes.

FS1 Gold Cup (Live) Match Day (Live) 2021 CONCACAF Gold Cup Team TBD at Costa Rica (Live) Inside Fury vs. Wilder III PBC Countdown

Golf Live from the Open (Live) Live from the Open PGA TOUR: The CUT Learning Center

MLB To Be Announced Program information is unavailable at this time. To Be Announced Program information is unavailable at this time.

NBA 2021 NBA Finals Phoenix vs Milwaukee 2021 NBA Finals NBA GameTime 2021 NBA NBA GameTime 2021 NBA Finals Phoenix vs Milwaukee 

NBCSports USA Basketball United States at Australia from Michelob ULTRA Arena at Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas (Live) Monster JAM Arlington - 1 Monster JAM Arlington - 2

NFLN NFL Films Presents NFL GameDay Final NFL GameDay Final NFL GameDay Final NFL Total Access An inside look at all 32 teams. (N)

MOVIES Eastern Time may vary in some cities
(N) New episode.

TONIGHT ON TV

Some of the first words Jakob Dylan
utters in his rootsy purr on the first al-
bum from The Wallflowers in nearly a
decade are “maybe your heart’s not in it
no more.”

It’s a shrug of a statement directed at
a romantic partner, but
also a clever twist from
one of rock’s most in-
trospective poets.

Dylan’s heart is al-
ways in his work, to the
point that he’s always
thinking about songs,

always writing them – except for when
on tour, when he concentrates on the
live performances – and always com-
partmentalizing ideas.

That the new album from Dylan and
his Wallflowers, “Exit Wounds,” out Fri-
day, comes nine years after the band’s
last effort, “Glad All Over,” isn’t an

anomaly for the son of music legend
Bob.

Dylan typically takes several years
between releases. Even The Wallflow-
ers’ hit-spawning 1996 breakthrough,
“Bringing Down the Horse” didn’t pro-
duce a follow-up for four years
(“Breach”).

For “Exit Wounds,” Dylan took his
usual approach to songwriting.

“You write how things affect you,” he
says from Los Angeles. “I’m not much
for sloganeering, but I also know I can’t
write today like I did five years ago.”

Recorded in Los Angeles at producer
Butch Walker’s studio, the 10 tracks
were wrapped in early 2020. As with
past Wallflowers records, Dylan fronts a
rotating cast of musicians.

“(The Wallflowers are) always going
to be my thing and I’ll always be the cen-
ter of it,” Dylan says. “Each time I go
back, some people will make sense for it
and some won’t. It’s a continuing evolu-
tion. There’s no one lineup that has

made two records.”
The majority of the players on “Exit

Wounds” are members of Walker’s reg-
ular band: bassist Whynot Jansveld;
keyboardist Aaron Embry; drummer
Mark Stepro and Walker on guitars, key-
boards and, on the rollicking “Who’s
That Man Walking ‘Round My Garden,”
the all-important cowbell.

At Dylan’s suggestion, Walker also
recruited guitarist Val McCallum, who
has played with Jackson Browne and
Shelby Lynne. The meeting resulted in
drafting Lynne for some of the most ro-
bust moments on “Exit Wounds.” 

Though Dylan says he doesn’t typi-
cally seek out guests, he wanted a
female duet partner for “Darlin’ Hold
On,” a lilting, smoky-bar ballad. 

“We had the song ready for her. I
think she did it maybe twice and then it
occurred to me, if she’s here and wants
to sing (more), look how easy it is for
her,” Dylan, 51, says. He adds with a
laugh, “It’s hard to get noticed next to

Shelby singing. She’s so good. If she
asks me to come on a song, I’m gonna
need some time.”

Lynne also is present on “Move the
River,” an anthemic song which features
a staccato guitar line reminiscent of
many a ’70s-era rock song.

“Oh yeah, there’s (David) Bowie,
there’s The Clash, there’s (Bruce)
Springsteen,” says Walker. “The com-
mon bond between Jakob and me is our
record collection and he’s a massive
Clash fan.”

Dylan is disappointed that a 53-date
arena tour with Matchbox Twenty was
postponed for a second time until 2022.

The Wallflowers will play a handful of
small concerts this fall and Dylan has
modified his expectations about being
back onstage accordingly.

“It’s not going to be quite normal just
yet, but everyone will take whatever
normal we can get,” he says. “I think
people’s requirements for a good time
have adjusted.”

MUSIC

Dylan, The Wallflowers return with ‘Exit Wounds’
Melissa Ruggieri
USA TODAY



Masters champ Hideki Matsuyama, Matthew
Wolff, K.H. Lee and Danny Lee also out. Page 3C

Bubba Watson among five to
withdraw from British Open

Playing on home court in Game 3, Bucks hoped to
tighten NBA Finals versus Suns. See who won. 

Latest news, results, opinion
24/7 at sports.usatoday.com
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When he finally reached the end of
the climb, Novak Djokovic fell on his
back, into the dirt and the grass at the
All England Club. He got to his feet,
raised his arms to the air and then
crouched down to pick a few blades
from the court where he had just won
his 20th Grand Slam singles title. 

Djokovic proceeded to put them in
his mouth, a fitting tribute to what he’s
doing to tennis history: Devouring it.

At the end of all this, there’s not going
to be an argument. There will be emo-

tional appeals from fans of Roger Feder-
er and Rafael Nadal, there will be pars-
ing of eras and achievements, there will
be equivocations about his quirks or his
on-court temper tantrums.

But it’s time to get comfortable with a
new reality. Djokovic’s achievements
are not just overwhelming, they’re now
inarguable in making him the greatest
men’s tennis player who has ever lived.

It’s possible to say that Federer’s run
from 2003 to 2009 was the most domi-
nant any man has ever been on a tennis
court or that his significance to the
game transcends the numbers. It’s pos-
sible to say that nothing in tennis, and
maybe in all of sports, has been as diffi-
cult as beating Nadal on clay. 

But in terms of overall accomplish-
ment, Djokovic’s 6-7 (4-7), 6-4, 6-4, 6-3

victory Sunday over Matteo Berrettini
in the Wimbledon final puts him at the
top of the heap – and probably for
good. 

Technically, the race is still going
on. The Grand Slam count is 20-20-20,
a mind-boggling tribute to the Big
Three era given that Pete Sampras’ 14
Grand Slams once seemed untouch-
able until Federer came along and
obliterated that in 2009. 

At that point, when Federer won his
15th major at Wimbledon that year,
Djokovic had just one Australian Open
title to his name. 

Since then? 
It’s been a runaway, and Djokovic

looks like he has a lot more gas left in 

Novak Djokovic stormed past Matteo Berrettini on Sunday to win the Wimbledon men’s title and his record-tying 20th
Grand Slam championship. PETER VAN DEN BERG/USA TODAY SPORTS

ARGUMENT OVER 
Djokovic has proved to be best men’s tennis player in history

Dan Wolken
Columnist

USA TODAY

See WOLKEN, Page 5C

LONDON – Italian soccer’s redemp-
tion story is complete.

England’s painful half-century wait
for a major title goes on.

And it just had be via a penalty
shootout.

Italy won the European Champion-
ship for the second time by beating
England 3-2 on penalties on Sunday. 

The match had finished 1-1 after ex-
tra time.

Gianluigi Donnarumma dived to his
left and saved the decisive spot kick by
Bukayo Saka, England’s third consec-
utive failure from the penalty spot in
the shootout in front of its own fans at
Wembley Stadium.

It was less than four years ago that
the Italians plunged to the lowest mo-
ment of its soccer history by failing to
qualify for the World Cup for the first
time in six decades. 

Now, they are the best team in
Europe and on a national-record 34-
match unbeaten run under Roberto
Mancini, their suave coach.

England was playing in its first ma-
jor final in 55 years. It’s the latest
heartache in shootouts at major tour-
naments, after defeats in 1990, 1996,
1998, 2004, 2006 and 2012. 

England went ahead in the second
minute when Luke Shaw scored the
fastest goal in a European Champion-
ship final.

Leonardo Bonucci scored the equal-
izer in the 67th minute with a tap-in.
He celebrated in front of the Italian
fans by standing on top of the adver-
tising hoardings with both his arms
raised and fists clenched.

Italy had a chance for a winner in
the 107th minute. England goalkeeper
Jordan Pickford bobbled a swerving
free kick from substitute Federico Ber-
nardeschi but he eventually gathered
it.

Italy players celebrate after winning
the Euro Championship final against
England. FRANK AUGSTEIN/POOL PHOTO BY

AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Shootout:
Euro title
to Italy 
England falls 3-2 on
penalties in finale
Steve Douglas
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS – Conor McGregor is the
biggest star in the history of MMA, and
that doesn’t seem destined to change
anytime soon.

The 20,062 fans in attendance for
Saturday’s UFC 264 were very much at
T-Mobile Arena to catch a glimpse of
McGregor, a fact made evident by the
number of cellphones in the air when he
stepped into the octagon, as well as the
volume of the boos that erupted when
his opponent entered the building.

But with his journey from plumber’s
assistant to global icon more than com-
plete, I find myself hoping “The Notori-
ous” has a third act planned once he’s
able to set foot inside a cage again.

Earlier this year, when McGregor
took on Dustin Poirier in Abu Dhabi in a
heavily hyped rematch of their original
2014 meeting, it seemed the brash Irish-

man was penning a new chapter. Re-
spectful of Poirier as a fellow father
and sportsman, McGregor went so far
as to pledge a hefty donation to his op-
ponent’s charity fund. The image of
McGregor and Poirier on the stage at
ceremonial weigh-ins – embracing, 

Advice to McGregor:
Reinvent, no rematch

John Morgan
MMA Junkie | USA TODAY

Network

Conor McGregor holds his injured leg
in Saturday’s bout against Dustin
Poirier. GARY A. VASQUEZ/USA TODAY SPORTS

See MORGAN, Page 3C

DENVER – The harrowing tele-
phone call came to LaTroy Hawkins’
home nearly 24 years ago.

It was his mother.
It was about Ronald, LaTroy’s

younger brother.
Deborah was sobbing uncontrolla-

bly, trying to tell LaTroy the news, and
he couldn’t quite make out the words.

Ronald Sewood had been convict-
ed, along with two others, of carjack-
ing and using a firearm in his home-
town of Gary, Indiana, and now was
receiving his sentence on Dec. 2, 1997,
in the federal district court in Ham-
mond, Indiana.

Three-hundred and twenty-seven
months.

“I was in shock, complete shock,”
Hawkins, 48, who pitched for 21 years
in the major leagues, told USA TODAY
Sports. “The judge didn’t say it in
years. He said it in months. My God,
327 months! I had to calculate how
many years that would be.”

There it was, in black and white, 27
years, 3 months.

“I couldn’t believe it,” Hawkins said.
“It blows your mind. You see people get
less time who are murderers and drug
kingpins. Nobody got killed.

“But at the time, carjacking was new
to the books. They were trying to make
examples to deter people from doing
that. Everybody in that era got excessive
sentences, and they enhanced their
sentences to the max.”

Ronald Sewood, who had the same
mother and grew up together with Haw-
kins in Gary, missed virtually all of Haw-
kins’ career. 

He was in prison in Greenville, Illi-
nois, during most of Hawkins’ stint with
the Twins. 

He was in prison in Florence, Colora-
do, when Hawkins signed a free agent
contract with the Cubs. 

He was in prison in Milan, Michigan,
during Hawkins’ World Series run with
the Rockies in 2007.

And he still was in Milan when Haw-

All-Stars bring Hawkins
together after years apart
Bob Nightengale
USA TODAY

See NIGHTENGALE, Page 5C
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MARKETPLACE

SECONDARY BREAK
An NBA Dad’s Story

written by: Marvin Williams Sr.
This book is about a young man and his love for basket-
ball. It will show you how ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE

when you continue to follow your passion.

Available for purchase at BarnesAndNoble.com and Amazon.com

BOOKS/PUBLICATIONSBUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS

$1000.00+
CASH
EVERYDAY!

Legal,ethical,exciting&fun!
NoMLM,chains,pyramids,

ornonsense!
WebsiteMessageRevealsALL!
www.whitcowealthsystems.com

Affiliate
Opp

Pot’l

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is a DeJure Grand Jury Findings of Facts that the
grievances brought before this Grand Jury on this day

May 1, 2021, in a Presentment of Declaration by People
assembled in Kentucky commonwealth, and find these

grievances true and correct. Therefore, the Grand Jury finds
that the People in Kentucky commonwealth shall assemble

to re-assemble a DeJure Constitutional Republic.

This entire document may be viewed by internet at:
http://national-assembly.net/blog/index.php/na-blog/

public-notice-kentucky-general-jural-assembly

Notice to Agents is notice to Principals. Notice to Principals
is notice to Agents. The content of this notice is not the

opinion or claims of this News Paper publication,
its employees or management.

Proposed Rule to Reclassify the Smooth Coneflower as a Threatened Species
under the Endangered Species Act and Proposed Section 4(d) Rule

On June 24, 2021, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service published a rule in the Federal Register
proposing to reclassify the smooth coneflower plant (Echinacea laevigata) from endangered

to threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The smooth coneflower, exists
in Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. We also propose to establish a

special rule under section 4(d) of the ESA for the protection of smooth coneflower. We seek
information, data, and comments from the public on this proposal. The proposal, instructions

on how to comment, and how to submit a request for a public hearing can be found at
www.regulations.gov, search for Docket No. FWS-R4-ES-2020-0063.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Pete Benjamin, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Raleigh Ecological Services Field Office, 551-F Pylon Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina,
27606, Pete_Benjamin@fws.gov, 919-856-4520. Individuals who use a telecommunications

device for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877–8339.
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After two years of unprecedented
disruption, something resembling a
new normal will settle in for MLB’s draft
– 20 rounds, down from 40, feeding far
fewer amateurs into player develop-
ment systems that saw a 26% trim in the
number of affiliated teams after a mas-
sive reorganization of the minor
leagues.

That teardown will have a significant
impact on the amateur baseball ecosys-
tem, too, which on one hand could be
viewed positively: Fewer high school
players signing professional contracts
means a talent influx in college baseball,
and perhaps a better eventual outcome
for borderline talents.

“I think shortening the draft to 20
rounds is going to force more kids to go
to college, get more of a degree, be more
prepared to handle life after baseball
had they played pro ball,” says West Vir-
ginia coach Randy Mazey. “I like that
there’s only 20 rounds now.”

Yet as MLB aims for a more blood-
lessly efficient player development sys-
tem and colleges welcome more talent
into their ranks, one number that isn’t
budging will affect coaches and players
alike:

11.7.
That’s the number of baseball schol-

arships the NCAA allows coaches to al-
locate as full or partial awards, which
has long created a crunch when recruit-
ing and retaining players. 

Now, with fewer high school and jun-
ior college players launching profes-
sional careers, the shares of scholar-
ships may only get smaller for those
who do play college ball.

“That’s always been a sore spot for
college coaches,” says Paul Mainieri,
who is retiring after 15 years as LSU’s
head baseball coach. “You’re giving a
partial scholarship to a player and he’s
weighing that against a signing bonus.
Do I pay money to play college baseball,
or get paid to play professional base-
ball?

“Most kids would think logic is to
take the money and run. We’re trying to
sell that you’re getting a lifetime of earn-
ing power (through education). If the
NCAA would give a more reasonable
number of scholarships to college base-
ball, it would be a much better situa-
tion.”

The NCAA is making concessions to
accommodate untenable conditions
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic,
though that does not include an in-
crease in scholarships.

Slicing the pie

With 2020 seniors granted an extra
year of eligibility, subsequent classes in
spring sports granted a redshirt year of
sorts and the march of incoming fresh-
man classes continuing unabated, a
backlog of athletes has created a roster
glut. This has become a challenge for
coaches in all sports, but in baseball it
was exacerbated by the 2020 MLB draft
being limited to just five rounds, due to a
mixture of reduced revenue and missed
scouting opportunities amid the pan-
demic.

So, in what it called a reaction to “ex-
tenuating and extraordinary circum-
stances surrounding and impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic” and “the signifi-
cant reduction in the number of stu-
dent-athletes and incoming signees se-
lected in the Major League Baseball
first-year player draft,” an NCAA com-
mittee of school and conference repre-
sentatives granted college baseball a

handful of roster exemptions for the
2020-21 and 2021-22 academic years.

Most notably, after no squad-size
limitation for the 2020-21 season, ros-
ters can reach 40 players in 2021-22. The
number of “counters” – or, players re-
ceiving at least a share of a scholarship
– was increased from 27 to 32 players.

And schools could award scholarship
grants below the previous standard of
25% of the value of a full scholarship
during the 2020-21 and/or 2021-22
school year, although with certain guar-
antees for a future year or years. That
aids coaches in honoring commitments
to incoming players, though it would
still force that player to foot a significant
portion of the tuition and expenses.

That’s particularly onerous for play-
ers coming from less-privileged back-
grounds, at a time MLB aims to expand
opportunities to players from disadvan-
taged communities.

Those NCAA concessions are set to
expire after the 2021-22 school year, af-
ter which roughly 50% of athletes grant-
ed COVID-19 extensions will have ex-
hausted their eligibility. One thing that
will not change – unless upcoming col-
lective bargaining agreement negotia-
tions decree otherwise – is the length
and timing of MLB’s draft, which for the
first time will be held in July as part of
All-Star Game festivities in Denver. 

The three-day selection process be-
gan Sunday.

Overbooked flights

The draft, moved to maximize expo-
sure during baseball’s jewel event and
the slower news cycle of the All-Star
break, should be a boon for interest in
both player development and amateur
baseball. 

But it also extends to Aug. 1 the dead-
line for drafted players – including high
schoolers – to sign professionally, leav-
ing college rosters and scholarship allot-
ments in flux mere days before students
are expected to arrive on campus.

It also comes after the NCAA’s July 1
date for coaches to inform athletes if
their scholarship will be renewed or re-
duced for the coming academic year.
Baseball coaches, then, must make re-
newal and allotment decisions nearly
two weeks before learning the draft fate
of potential incoming freshman – along
with their own outgoing juniors.

That’s a significant shift from the
draft’s traditional date on the first Mon-
day in June.

“Before, you’d say, ‘OK, now I have
time to make decisions and put together
a team,’ ” says John McCormack, Florida
Atlantic’s coach and chair of the Amer-
ican Baseball Coaches Association Divi-
sion I committee. “Now, it makes it very

tough. There’s a fair amount of kids
waiting for the other shoe to drop. As in,
‘If so-and-so gets drafted, I’m in a good
spot. If he doesn’t, I’m not.’

“I feel bad for everybody. There’s a lot
of ‘You hear anything? What did you
hear?’ with players talking to advisers.”

The draft timing only adds a layer of
uncertainty to the already tricky propo-
sition of dividing scholarship money,
particularly at schools where a signifi-
cant amount of recruits are also top
draft prospects out of high school. To
protect their programs, coaches will of-
ten overbook commitments, knowing
not every committed player will eventu-
ally get to campus.

West Virginia’s Mazey likens it to air-
lines overbooking flights by 10%, want-
ing to avoid empty seats on a plane due
to no-shows at the gate.

“The reason the airlines do this is
they know in history of air travel, prob-
ably 10% of travelers aren’t going to
make that flight. So if they overbook by
10% they know they have a great busi-
ness plan,” he says. “Same thing here – if
you overbook your scholarship by 10%
and 10% sign (professionally), every-
body is happy.

“They’ve signed their national letter
of intent by the time the draft comes
around. Where you run into a real prob-
lem is if the projection of kids you’re go-
ing to lose in your draft don’t come to
fruition, and then crazy things happen.”

“Crazy things” in this case means a
top-level player committed to an elite
school suddenly becoming available
when that school did not lose as many
incoming freshmen or outgoing juniors
to the draft as it projected. And rather
than asking a passenger to volunteer for
a future flight, in this case it’s often a
player bouncing down to another pro-
gram.

“A really great program’s 12th-best
recruit is another school’s best recruit,
probably,” says Mazey, “so they end up
somewhere but not where they antici-
pated.”

Compass points to campus

For a time, at the dawn of “Money-
ball” some 20 years ago, it became quite
vogue for “smart” teams to heavily draft
from the college ranks, what with play-
ers more developed, a greater trove of
statistical data to mine and less money
expended on signing bonuses since col-
lege players have less leverage than high
school draftees.

The pendulum swung back a few
years later, as an increase in both show-
case events and measurable data made
evaluating high schoolers easier. Yet the
past decade has brought several adjust-
ments from MLB that makes attending

college more sensible.
Teams are now allotted hard “bonus

pools” to spread among draftees, ren-
dering obsolete both the $10 million
guarantee and the major league con-
tract Bryce Harper received as a 17-year-
old draftee in 2010. The bonus pools also
eliminated the practice of spending a
mid-round pick on a firm college com-
mitment and hoping to sign them away
from that with a significantly “over slot”
offer.

Meanwhile, undrafted free agents
passed over after 20 rounds are limited
to a $20,000 signing bonus.

The pruning of the minor leagues
may impact a different class of player,
one whose pedigree is a tick shy of Van-
derbilt and Baseball America Top 100
draft prospect status. With all 30 fran-
chises deploying at least one fewer affil-
iated club in rookie or low-A ball, there
are far less eventual landing spots once
players make it out of complex ball in
their first professional years. The on-
ramp to overcome early career struggles
figures to be shorter.

While Mazey predicts the percentage
of drafted high schoolers signing will be
high – being one of 20 draftees is a bet-
ter selling point than one of 50 – many
more will indicate their intentions to
head to campus before any pro flirta-
tions commence.

“If kids would make logical decisions
instead of emotional decisions, a lot
more would end up in college,” he says.
“Because a college degree, for 98% of
them, will serve them better over the
course of their life than their curveball.”

The shortened draft – and fewer mi-
nor league jobs – will also force a para-
digm shift for players who assumed
their college career would last just three
years. After all, being a “senior sign”
used to be a scarlet letter, indicating a
player was not draft-worthy after their
junior year.

Now, that may be the rule and not the
exception.

“That guy who goes through the trav-
el ball system, and you recruit him and
in his mind it’s a three-year deal – that’s
the guy everyone’s waiting on to see
what happens,” says Florida Atlantic’s
McCormack. “It’s really hard for them to
reverse course and go, yeah, I’ll come
back for my senior year. There’s a little
ego involved, too. I can’t blame ’em.

“Young people and parents and travel
coaches are going to have to rethink the
whole thing. You’re going to have to be
really good to be a junior draft. I don’t
think the senior draft, in the future, is
going to be a big deal.”

Either way, the college game will fig-
ure far more heavily as a player devel-
opment apparatus for major league
clubs. The crossover has already begun:
Major league pitching coaches such as
the Minnesota Twins’ Wes Johnson (Ar-
kansas) and Cincinnati’s Derek John-
son (Vanderbilt) were hired straight
from the college ranks, while an in-
creasing number of former big league
players and managers, disillusioned by
many modern trappings of the game,
are finding their way to college pro-
grams.

“For years, college baseball has want-
ed to help Major League Baseball devel-
op players,” says Mainieri. “It should be
a collective entity. For too many years,
it’s been an antagonistic entity. There’s
a lot more interaction between college
and pro baseball and that’s a step in the
right direction.”

The retiring coach, though, will be-
moan well into retirement the cap on
scholarships that’s about to get even
trickier for his colleagues. 

“I don’t know if they ever will,” he
says of a scholarship increase. “We’ve
been fighting this on many fronts and
it’s been wearing me down for years. It’s
been a shame.”

Contributing: Steve Berkowitz

MLB draft changes college equation
Downsize to affect
players and teams 
Gabe Lacques
USA TODAY

This year’s MLB draft was cut from 40 rounds to 20 because of the downsizing in
the minor leagues. STEVEN BRANSCOMBE/USA TODAY SPORTS
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Winning never gets old.
Lucas Glover, the 2009 U.S. Open

champion, can attest. The 41-year-old
PGA Tour veteran made four birdies in a
row on the back nine en route to shoot-
ing 7-under-par 64 Sunday to win the
John Deere Classic by two strokes over
Kevin Na and Ryan Moore in Silvis, Illi-
nois.

In doing so, Glover tasted victory for
the first time since the 2011 Wells Fargo
Championship, a span of 10 years, 
2 months and 3 days.

“I think I did a good job of keeping the
pedal down,” Glover said. “There were
too many great players behind me, and
the golf course was giving up too many
birdies, just because of the conditions.”

At no point during the 10-year win-
less drought did Glover’s swing need an
overhaul. He’s long been considered one
of the Tour’s best ball strikers. As proof,
he ranked fourth this week in strokes
gained: tee-to-green and third in
strokes gained: approach. But putting
woes have gnawed at Glover during his
winless stretch – he entered the week
ranked No. 120 in strokes gained: put-
ting – and he’s tried an assortment of
drills to break the spell. Too many, he
said. 

“If there was something to try, I’m
sure I’ve tried it,” he once told Golfweek.

That included putting with his eyes
closed while looking at the hole “to feel
the stroke instead of feeling the hit.”

Glover found his groove in the second
round at TPC Deere Run, shooting 8-un-
der 63, as his putter behaved.

“If you’re putting OK you’re going to
make some birdies, which is always a
good feeling,” he said of the longtime
tournament course.

One day later, the putter betrayed

him as he missed a couple of short ones
to shoot 70 and trailed 54-hole leader
Sebastian Munoz by four strokes.

“Most people pick up putts from the
length that he’s missed this week,” CBS
analyst Colt Knost noted.

But not on Sunday, when preferred
lies were in effect for the final round due
to heavy rain over the weekend, leaving
the course playing soft, long and vulner-
able to low scoring. As Munoz stumbled

early, shanking his second shot at the
opening hole, and Adam Schenk surged
into the lead with his own string of four
birdies in a five-hole stretch, Glover
caught fire beginning at No. 12 with four
birdies in a row to climb to 18 under.
That, combined with a Schenk bogey at
14, gave Glover a two-stroke lead.

Glover, ranked No. 115 in the world,
showed signs that he was on the verge
of a breakthrough, notching a fourth-
place finish at the Valero Texas Open in
April that marked his best result on tour
since finishing third at the 2016 Shriners
Hospitals for Children Open. But could
he close out his fourth PGA Tour title
and join 40-somethings like Stewart
Cink and Brian Gay – not to mention 50-
year-old Phil Mickelson – as winners
this season? Of his most notable
achievement, his U.S. Open victory in
2009, Glover said, “Sometimes it seems
like yesterday, sometimes it seems like
20 years ago.”

His short stick proved to be the differ-
ence-maker as he took just 25 putts on
Sunday and gained more than 2 1⁄2
strokes against the field on the greens.
Moreover, he holed all his putts from in-
side 7 feet, the distance that has most
haunted him. That included a 6-foot par
putt at 18.

“It was a knee-knocker. I was feeling
it a little bit,” he said. “The greens today
were just perfect.”

As was that winning feeling again. 

Glover wins 10 years after last title
Adam Schupak
Golfweek | USA TODAY Network 

Lucas Glover rallied to win the John Deere Classic on Sunday by two shots. 
MARC LEBRYK/USA TODAY SPORTS

the former UFC double champ holding a
bottle of his opponent’s Louisiana Style
Hot Sauce in the air – seemed to suggest
the future UFC Hall of Famer had found
a way to sell pay-per-views without
painting every clash as a bitter rivalry.

Poirier prevailed that night with a
second-round TKO at January’s UFC
257 to set up their trilogy fight.

McGregor’s approach to fight week
this time was much darker, taking to so-
cial media to post an alleged direct mes-
sage request from Poirier’s wife, as well
as promising to kill the former UFC in-
terim lightweight champ during their
clash.

It’s not the first time we’ve heard his-
trionics like this in the fight game, and it
certainly won’t be the last. But perhaps
that’s why it sounded so unsatisfying
coming from McGregor. The man who
had pushed boundaries and shocked
the world with each new accomplish-
ment, from becoming the first simulta-
neous two-division champ in UFC his-
tory to stepping out of the octagon and
into a boxing ring with all-time great
Floyd Mayweather, was now sounding
more like a cheap imitation of himself.

Threatening to throw hot sauce on
Poirier at the prefight news conference?
That seemed like a less interesting ver-
sion of the famed Monster Energy toss-
es that took place before his infamous
2016 rematch with Nate Diaz.

Poirier, himself, said the mystique

and aura that once enveloped McGregor
was gone, and the legendary trash talk
he admittedly fell victim to in their ini-
tial meeting had now simply been re-
duced to “noise.”

Poirier’s confidence, and lack of any
real concern, was evident as the fight
unfolded, as well. As he predicted,
McGregor started with a steady diet of
low kicks, and Poirier responded with
big punches on the feet, stringing to-
gether combinations and landing clean
from the start. When the fight moved to
the grappling department, it was
McGregor who took the fight to the floor
by jumping for a guillotine choke – de-
spite saying earlier in the week that he
only considers knockouts when tabu-
lating career wins and losses.

Ultimately, a leg break ended the
fight when an odd step saw McGregor’s
left leg twist in agonizing fashion and
visibly snap under the pressure of the
torque. Poirier nearly finished the fight
with strikes when he jumped on top of
his injured opponent, but referee Herb
Dean allowed the action to play out until
the bell, at which point the damage be-
came evident and the fight was waved
off after the opening round.

But injury led to insults as McGregor
remained seated against the cage, doc-
tors tending to his limb, and he lashed
out at Poirier’s wife in promising that
the rivalry with “The Diamond” was not
complete. Broken and angry, yelling
from the floor and leaning against the
fence, McGregor seemed nothing like
the fighter who once scaled that same
cage with a belt draped over each shoul-
der.

UFC President Dana White said after
the contest the fight needs to be run
back at some point, though we still have
no idea how long it will take for McGre-
gor to recover from his injury. Poirier
also said he wants to face McGregor
again – whether it be in the cage or on
the street – to gain real closure to their
series.

But an immediate rematch simply
isn’t the right play for McGregor, who is
now a very pedestrian 1-3 in his past
four appearances and is only able to jus-
tify big fights based on his star power
rather than any real meritocratic ac-
complishment.

Can he still pull big numbers? Of
course. McGregor has captured the
world’s attention with his personality

and flair. But then again, so has Jake
Paul.

If McGregor is happy enough just
printing money – which he certainly has
every right to be considering he’s
amassed wealth the likes of which no
MMA fighter before him has equaled –
then he can continue down the same
path. But if he dreams of again accom-
plishing the types of feats that first cre-
ated his superstardom, the 32-year-old
is in desperate need of wholesale
changes.

If any fighter on the UFC roster has
the capability of both sleeping in silk
sheets and getting out of bed in the
morning for a run – or wrestling prac-
tice, perhaps – it’s McGregor, who
seemingly has willed unthinkable reali-
ties into existence before. But McGre-
gor’s blood-red approach to fighting Poi-
rier didn’t work this time around, either
in or out of the cage. It didn’t work
against Khabib Nurmagomedov, either.

In truth, it seems McGregor has lost
the edge he once held over competitors
in two divisions, and it’s going to take
more than a few minor tweaks to get
even a semblance of it back.

McGregor needs introspection right
now, not imagination. The idea of a
fourth meeting with Poirier should be
shelved for the time being – at least if
the biggest superstar in the sport truly
has goals of being the greatest fighter in
MMA, as well.

It’s not too late, but the window is
closing, and McGregor has a decision to
make – one that hopefully is made with
the athlete in mind, and not the busi-
ness, man. 

Morgan
Continued from Page 1C

Dustin Poirier reacts following his TKO
victory Saturday in UFC 264.
GARY A. VASQUEZ/USA TODAY SPORTS

Two-time Masters champion Bubba
Watson withdrew from the 149th British
Open at Royal St. George’s Golf Club
hours after the R&A announced that
2021 Masters champion Hideki Matsu-
yama will not be playing either.

According to the R&A, Watson with-
drew, “after being identified as a close
contact of an individual testing positive
for Covid-19.” He will be replaced in the
field by Branden Steele.

On Twitter, Watson, who made his
debut in 2009 at Turnberry and had
played in 11 consecutive British Open
tournaments, wrote that he has been
vaccinated against the coronavirus and
has passed all of the required pre-travel
tests but that he is not comfortable fly-
ing and potentially risking the safety of
other people around him.

Japan’s Matsuyama will be replaced
in the field by Harold Varner III.

According to the R&A, Matsuyama,
who tested positive for COVID-19 at the
Rocket Mortgage Classic in Detroit, has
continued to test positive while remain-
ing symptom-free. He has been in isola-
tion since testing positive on July 2.

In a release provided by the R&A,
Matsuyama said, “I’m feeling fine but

haven’t been able to practice in prepara-
tion for The Open. Combining that with
the difficult travel to the UK, my team
and I have decided it’s best to withdraw
to ensure everyone’s safety. 

“I feel badly missing The Open and
look forward to playing again at St. An-
drews next year.”

On Saturday, Matthew Wolff, K.H.
Lee and Danny Lee withdrew. 

K.H. Lee withdrew for the birth of his
child and Danny Lee sustained a back
injury while playing at the John Deere
Classic.

The next three players on the reserve
list are John Catlin and Adam Long of
the United States and Sam Horsfield of
England.

Scottish Open: Australia’s Min Woo
Lee won a three-way playoff against
Matt Fitzpatrick and Thomas Detry at
the Scottish Open in North Berwick on
Sunday to clinch his second European
Tour title.

Lee birdied the first extra hole after
the trio had finished tied at 18-under par
at The Renaissance Club following a 90-
minute weather delay late in the final
round.

Lee and Detry also secured places in
the British Open at Royal St. George’s,
with England’s Jack Senior claiming the
final one on offer thanks to a tie for 10th. 

The 22-year-old Lee, whose sister
Minjee Lee was runner-up in the Ladies
Scottish Open at nearby Gullane in 2018,
had earlier birdied six holes in a row
from the third on his way to a flawless
closing 7-under 64.

That set the clubhouse target on 
18 under, and the final pair of Fitzpatrick
and Detry were the only players capable
of matching it after rounds of 67.

Ian Poulter, Ryan Palmer and last
week’s Irish Open winner Lucas Herbert
finished a shot behind, with U.S. Open
champ Jon Rahm another stroke back in
seventh, a result that means he loses his
No. 1 ranking to Dustin Johnson.

– The Associated Press
LPGA: Nasa Hataoka of Japan was

declared the winner of the Marathon
LPGA Classic when the final round Sun-
day was washed out by relentless,
heavy rain in Sylvania, Ohio.

Hataoka had a six-shot lead over
Elizabeth Szokol and Mina Harigae. She
won for the fourth time on the LPGA
tour, and it was her first LPGA title in
two years.

The final round began at 7 a.m. with
hopes of beating the rain. That lasted
only a few hours before Highland Mead-
ows was soaked and soon became un-
playable.

Donna Mummert, the LPGA’s senior

manager of rules and competition, said
the greens were the first problem as the
tournament tried to resume. By mid-
afternoon, it was the fairways that were
so soaked the LPGA had no choice but to
end the tournament.

The LPGA said the forecast was not
favorable for a Monday finish, and it
didn’t help that the Evian Champion-
ship – the fourth LPGA major of the year
– is scheduled to start on Wednesday.

Danielle Kang, the defending cham-
pion, birdied the third hole to pull within
eight shots and wanted to see the LPGA
acquire more resources to be able to
handle weather.

“There is 18 holes of golf left out
there,” Kang said. “I played three of
them. I always look at golf tournaments
as 72 holes, so when we don’t get to fin-
ish 72 holes … and it’s not the LPGA’s
fault, it’s not anybody’s fault. Some-
times we don’t have enough resources.”

She did not elaborate on what re-
sources could have made a difference.

The tournament was a 54-hole event
in the early 1990s.

Hataoka lost in a playoff to Yuka Saso
in the U.S. Women’s Open last month.
Her last LPGA tour victory was the Kia
Classic in 2019, though she won twice on
the Japan LPGA later that year.

– AP

GOLF SCORECARD

British Open withdrawals continue to grow
David Dusek
Golfweek | USA TODAY Network
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The heat will continue in the 
West today with no signs of 
relief. The dry conditions and 
historic heat are worsening 
already extreme drought con-
ditions, as well as leading to an 

Wet weather will soak most 
of the East, and even back 
through Mississippi and Texas 
along a cold front. Isolated 
severe weather is possible as 
strong thunderstorms erupt in 
New York and New England.

Parts of the Four Corner 
states could see locally dam-
aging storms with high wind 
gusts and torrential down-
pours.
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Amarillo, Texas 88/68pc 91/69s
Anaheim, Calif. 85/66s 86/65s
Anchorage, Alaska 64/55c 64/55c
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Austin, Texas 90/72pc 91/72t

 110/80s 109/77s
Baton Rouge, La. 91/74t 89/73t
Billings, Mont. 89/63s 83/59t
Birmingham, Ala. 84/71t 85/70t
Bismarck, N.D. 89/61t 88/64s
Boise, Idaho 105/70h 101/68s
Buffalo, N.Y. 77/71t 83/71t
Burlington, Vt. 79/66r 78/70t
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 76/63sh 82/66pc
Charleston, S.C. 89/74pc 89/74t
Charleston, W.Va. 85/69t 86/66t
Cheyenne, Wyo. 86/58s 85/57pc

Beijing 77/73t 86/72t
Buenos Aires 61/55sh 58/51sh
Cancun, Mexico 88/79pc 87/79pc
Dubai, UAE 108/94s 112/94s
Frankfurt 80/64t 73/60t
Hong Kong 92/84t 92/83pc
Istanbul 87/73s 87/72s
Jerusalem 85/69s 84/66s
Johannesburg 62/39s 51/30s
London 67/60r 72/60sh
Mexico City 72/56t 71/55t
Montreal 82/66pc 77/70t
Moscow 85/67s 88/69s
Mumbai, India 86/80t 86/80r
Paris 71/59r 69/59r
Rio de Janeiro 75/65s 77/66s
Rome 86/70s 86/68s
Seoul 89/77t 90/76pc
Singapore 84/77r 85/77t
Sydney 62/48pc 65/51c
Toronto 72/68t 82/69t
Tokyo 83/74pc 83/75t

Cincinnati 81/70t 79/67t
Cleveland 79/71t 82/68t
Colorado Springs 88/62s 87/61pc
Columbia, S.C. 91/73t 91/71t
Columbus, Ohio 82/71t 82/68t
Corpus Christi, Texas 91/75pc 89/76t
Dayton, Ohio 82/71t 80/67t
Daytona Beach, Fla. 87/75pc 85/76pc
Des Moines, Iowa 78/64pc 86/69s
Duluth, Minn. 84/58s 83/61t
Durham, N.C. 87/74t 90/73s
El Paso, Texas 93/74pc 96/76pc
Fairbanks, Alaska 81/55pc 81/64pc
Flagstaff, Ariz. 83/58pc 79/57t
Fargo, N.D. 87/64s 85/63s
Fort Myers, Fla. 90/74t 89/75t
Fort Smith, Ark. 85/68t 91/73t
Fort Wayne, Ind. 80/68t 80/66t
Fresno, Calif. 111/74s 106/72s
Grand Rapids, Mich. 78/68c 78/65t
Green Bay, Wis. 79/62c 81/63c
Greensboro, N.C. 88/72t 88/70pc
Greenville, S.C. 88/69t 87/67t
Harrisburg, Pa. 91/73t 91/73t

Hartford, Conn. 74/66t 75/66t
Indianapolis 80/68t 80/66t
Islip, N.Y. 80/69t 77/68t
Jackson, Miss. 85/71t 89/72c
Jacksonville, Fla. 88/73t 88/73t
Jefferson City, Mo. 78/65t 88/70s
Kansas City 80/62pc 88/70s
Key West, Fla. 87/80sh 87/81t
Knoxville, Tenn. 83/70t 85/68t
Laredo, Texas 97/75pc 93/75t
Lexington, Ky. 80/69t 79/66t
Lincoln, Neb. 83/61pc 92/71s
Little Rock, Ark. 85/69t 89/72c
Long Beach, Calif. 79/67s 79/66pc
Louisville, Ky. 83/72t 82/71t
Lubbock, Texas 88/70pc 91/69s
Madison, Wis. 77/65pc 81/67t
Manchester, N.H. 71/63r 70/63t
Memphis, Tenn. 83/71t 86/72t
Milwaukee 74/67sh 80/69t
Mobile, Ala. 85/73t 86/72t
Modesto, Calif. 100/62s 95/60s
Montgomery, Ala. 86/71t 88/70t
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 86/76pc 86/75pc

Nags Head, N.C. 85/75pc 85/74s
Nashville, Tenn. 84/72t 82/70t
Newark, N.J. 88/73t 82/73t
New Haven, Conn. 80/69t 78/69t
Norfolk, Va. 93/78pc 92/78s
Oakland, Calif. 67/56s 68/57pc
Oklahoma City 86/68pc 87/71pc
Omaha, Neb. 82/63pc 90/71s
Palm Springs, Calif. 113/86s 110/85pc
Pensacola, Fla. 87/76t 88/75t
Pierre, S.D. 95/63s 90/62s
Pittsburgh 83/70t 83/67t
Portland, Maine 71/60r 68/60c
Portland, Ore. 85/59s 87/58s
Providence, R.I. 74/64r 73/65t
Raleigh, N.C. 89/74t 91/73s
Rapid City, S.D. 90/61w 84/59s
Reno, Nev. 104/70s 102/66s
Richmond, Va. 93/77pc 93/74s
Rochester, N.Y. 75/69t 86/70t
Sacramento, Calif. 92/56s 90/57s
San Antonio 89/75pc 90/75t
San Jose, Calif. 77/56s 76/56s
Santa Fe, N.M. 87/59pc 88/61s

Sarasota, Fla. 92/75t 92/77t
Savannah, Ga. 89/74pc 88/74t
Scottsdale, Ariz. 107/88pc 103/83t
Shreveport, La. 87/71t 89/73pc
Sioux Falls, S.D. 84/62s 88/67s
South Bend, Ind. 80/69sh 79/67t
Spokane, Wash. 96/65s 96/66s

 77/62t 87/68s
 78/66t 83/67sh

St. Louis 80/68t 85/72pc
St. Petersburg, Fla. 92/77t 91/78t
Syracuse, N.Y. 78/70t 87/72t
Tallahassee, Fla. 87/72t 91/73t
Tampa, Fla. 92/77t 91/77t
Toledo, Ohio 79/71t 81/68t
Topeka, Kan. 83/62pc 91/72s
Tucson, Ariz. 104/81pc 100/79t
Tupelo, Miss. 84/71t 87/70t
Tulsa, Okla. 85/68c 90/74t
Virginia Beach, Va. 92/79pc 91/79s
Wichita, Kan. 86/67pc 92/73s
Wilmington, Del. 91/74t 89/73t
Winston-Salem, N.C. 89/72t 88/70pc
Worcester, Mass. 67/61r 69/62t
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 TODAY TUE

AQI

MON
Stray 
t-storm
85/70

TUE
Stray 
t-storm
85/70

WED
Stray 
t-storm
87/71

Good AQI

MON
Stray 
t-storm
89/72

TUE Humid
89/69

WED Humid
89/72

Good AQI

MON Sunny
93/66

TUE
Partly 
sunny
93/65

WED
A P.M. 
t-storm
87/61

Moderate AQI

MON
Stray 
t-storm
89/76

TUE T-storm
90/76

WED
Stray 
t-storm
90/75

Moderate

MON
Partly 
sunny
89/79

TUE
A.M. 
showers
88/79

WED
Stray 
t-storm
90/78

Good

MON
A P.M. 
t-storm
82/70

TUE
Stray 
t-storm
81/72

WED T-storm
86/72

Good

MON
Very 
warm
109/90

TUE
Stray 
t-storm
103/86

WED
Incr. 
clouds
100/84

Moderate

MON Breezy
68/58

TUE
Fog, 
then sun
70/58

WED
Partly 
sunny
72/58

Good

AQI

MON
A P.M. 
t-storm
93/75

TUE
Stray 
t-storm
94/76

WED T-storm
92/70

Moderate AQI

MON Showers
76/67

TUE
Stray 
t-storm
81/69

WED
Stray 
t-storm
87/72

Good AQI

MON
Stray 
t-storm
78/70

TUE T-storms
81/68

WED
Stray 
t-storm
83/70

Good AQI

MON Hot
112/90

TUE Hot
109/88

WED
Mostly 
cloudy
107/87

Moderate

MON
Mostly 
sunny
84/65

TUE
Partly 
sunny
87/66

WED T-storms
80/66

Moderate

MON
A P.M. 
t-storm
89/74

TUE
A P.M. 
t-storm
88/75

WED
Stray 
t-storm
90/73

Good

MON Hot
104/80

TUE Hot
103/75

WED
Very 
warm
100/75

Unhealthy s/g

MON
Mostly 
sunny
80/57

TUE
Mostly 
sunny
82/56

WED
Partly 
sunny
74/54

Moderate

AQI

MON
Heavy 
rain
68/63

TUE
A P.M. 
shower
69/64

WED T-storm
78/69

Good AQI

MON
Stray 
t-storm
90/75

TUE
Partly 
sunny
93/76

WED Breezy
94/76

Moderate AQI

MON Shower
87/76

TUE
Showers 
around
88/74

WED Shower
88/75

Good AQI

MON
Mostly 
sunny
86/69

TUE
Mostly 
sunny
85/67

WED
Mostly 
sunny
84/65

Unhealthy s/g

MON
A P.M. 
t-storm
90/79

TUE T-storms
90/77

WED
Stray 
t-storm
89/78

Moderate

MON
Stray 
t-storm
90/75

TUE
Stray 
t-storm
89/74

WED T-storm
90/73

Good

MON
Mostly 
sunny
74/68

TUE
Partly 
sunny
76/69

WED
Some 
sun
76/68

Good

MON
A P.M. 
t-storm
93/77

TUE Humid
93/77

WED T-storm
90/72

Good

TODAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

 TODAY TUE

EXTREMES
Note: For contiguous 
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113°
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Walden, Colo.
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NBA

FINALS
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Phoenix 2, Milwaukee 0
July 6: Phoenix 118, Milwaukee 105
July 8: Phoenix 118, Milwaukee 108
Sunday: Phoenix at Milwaukee
Wednesday: Phoenix at Milwaukee, 9 p.m.
x-Saturday: Milwaukee at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
x-July 20: Phoenix at Milwaukee, 9 p.m.
x-July 22: Milwaukee at Phoenix, 9 p.m.

MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 55 36 .604 —
Tampa Bay 53 37 .589 1½
New York 46 43 .517 8
Toronto 45 42 .517 8
Baltimore 28 61 .315 26

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Chicago 54 35 .607 —
Cleveland 45 42 .517 8
Detroit 40 50 .444 14½
Minnesota 38 50 .432 15½
Kansas City 36 53 .404 18

West Division
W L Pct GB

Houston 55 36 .604 —
Oakland 52 40 .565 3½
Seattle 48 42 .533 6½
Los Angeles 44 44 .500 9½
Texas 35 55 .389 19½

Saturday’s Games
Tampa Bay 5, Toronto 2
Minnesota 9, Detroit 4
Chicago White Sox 8, Baltimore 3
Philadelphia 11, Boston 2
Oakland 8, Texas 4, 11 innings
Cleveland 14, Kansas City 6
N.Y. Yankees 1, Houston 0
Seattle 2, L.A. Angels 0
Sunday’s Games
Toronto 3, Tampa Bay 1
Philadelphia 5, Boston 4
Chicago White Sox 7, Baltimore 5, 10 innings
Oakland 4, Texas 1
Houston 8, N.Y. Yankees 7
Detroit at Minnesota
L.A. Angels at Seattle
Kansas City at Cleveland, ppd.
Monday’s Game
AL (TBD) at NL (TBD), 11:33 p.m.
Tuesday’s Game
AL at NL, 7:30 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 47 40 .540 —
Philadelphia 44 44 .500 3½
Atlanta 44 45 .494 4
Washington 42 46 .477 5½
Miami 39 50 .438 9

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 53 39 .576 —
Cincinnati 48 42 .533 4
Chicago 44 46 .489 8
St. Louis 44 46 .489 8
Pittsburgh 34 56 .378 18

West Division
W L Pct GB

San Francisco 56 32 .636 —
Los Angeles 55 35 .611 2
San Diego 53 39 .576 5
Colorado 39 51 .433 18
Arizona 26 65 .286 31½

Saturday’s Games
Pittsburgh 6, N.Y. Mets 2, 7 innings, 1st game
San Francisco 10, Washington 4
Philadelphia 11, Boston 2
Atlanta 5, Miami 4
N.Y. Mets 4, Pittsburgh 2, 7 innings, 2nd game
Cincinnati 4, Milwaukee 3
St. Louis 6, Chicago Cubs 0
Colorado 3, San Diego 0
L.A. Dodgers 22, Arizona 1
Sunday’s Games
Miami 7, Atlanta 4
Pittsburgh 6, N.Y. Mets 5
Philadelphia 5, Boston 4
Cincinnati 3, Milwaukee 1
Washington at San Francisco

Arizona at L.A. Dodgers
Colorado at San Diego
St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, ppd.

WNBA

EASTERN 
W L Pct GB

Connecticut 14 6 .700 —
Chicago 10 10 .500 4
New York 10 11 .476 4½
Washington 8 10 .444 5
Atlanta 6 12 .333 7
Indiana 3 16 .158 10½

WESTERN 
W L Pct GB

Seattle 15 5 .750 —
Las Vegas 15 6 .714 ½
Minnesota 11 7 .611 3
Phoenix 9 9 .500 5
Dallas 9 12 .429 6½
Los Angeles 6 12 .333 8

Saturday’s Game
Washington 89, Chicago 85, OT
Sunday’s Games
Las Vegas 95, Dallas 79
Connecticut 71, New York 54
Indiana at Atlanta
Phoenix at Seattle
Minnesota at Los Angeles
Wednesday’s All-Star Game
Teams TBD, 7 p.m., Las Vegas

SOCCER

MLS
EASTERN

W L T Pts GF GA
New England 7 3 3 24 22 18
Orlando City 6 3 3 21 20 12
Philadelphia 5 3 5 20 16 12
CF Montréal 5 3 4 19 14 11
Nashville 4 1 7 19 16 13
N.Y. City FC 5 4 2 17 19 13
New York 5 5 2 17 17 15
Columbus 4 3 5 17 13 11
D.C. United 5 6 1 16 17 14
Atlanta 2 3 7 13 13 15
Cincinnati 3 5 3 12 12 20
Chicago 3 7 2 11 13 18
Inter Miami CF 2 7 2 8 9 17
Toronto FC 2 8 2 8 16 29

WESTERN
W L T Pts GF GA

Seattle 8 0 5 29 23 8
Sporting KC 8 3 2 26 24 15
LA Galaxy 8 4 0 24 20 18
Colorado 6 3 2 20 18 12
Los Angeles FC 5 4 3 18 15 12
Real Salt Lake 4 3 4 16 18 12
Minnesota United 4 5 3 15 12 16
Houston 3 4 6 15 16 19
Portland 4 6 1 13 14 19
Austin FC 3 6 4 13 10 14
San Jose 3 7 2 11 14 22
FC Dallas 2 5 5 11 14 20
Vancouver 2 7 3 9 12 22
NOTE: Three points for win, one point for tie.
Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia 1, New York 1, tie
Atlanta 2, Nashville 2, tie
Friday’s Game
Columbus 2, Cincinnati 2, tie

NWSL
W L T Pts GF GA

North Carolina 5 3 1 16 14 6
Orlando 4 2 4 16 13 11
Portland 5 3 1 16 14 6
Washington 4 2 3 15 10 8
Gotham FC 3 1 4 13 7 3
Houston 4 3 1 13 10 8
Louisville 3 4 2 11 7 13
Chicago 3 4 2 11 6 13
Reign FC 2 5 1 7 5 10
Kansas City 0 6 3 3 5 13
NOTE: Three points for win, one point for tie.
Friday’s Game
Louisville 1, Orlando 1, tie
Saturday’s Game
Washington 2, North Carolina 0
Sunday’s Games
Gotham FC 0, Portland 0, tie
Houston at Chicago
Kansas City at Reign FC

European Championship
Finals
2021 — Italy 1, England 1, Italy won 3-2 on pen-
alty kicks
2016 — Portugal 1, France 0, ET
2012 — Spain 4, Italy 0

2008 — Spain 1, Germany 0
2004 — Greece 1, Portugal 0
2000 — France 2, Italy 1, ET
1996 — Germany 2, Czech Republic 1, ET
1992 — Denmark 2, Germany 0
1988 — Netherlands 2, Soviet Union 0
1984 — France 2, Spain 0
1980 — West Germany 2, Belgium 1
1976 — Czechoslovakia 2, West Germany 2, tie,
Czechoslovakia won 5-4 on penalty kicks
1972 — West Germany 3, Soviet Union 0
1968 — Italy 2, Yugoslavia 0 (after 1-1 tie)
1964 — Spain 2, Soviet Union 1
1960 — Soviet Union 2, Yugoslavia 1

CYCLING

Tour de France
15th Stage
A 191.3-km (119-mile) ride
from Ceret to Andorre-La-
Vieille
1. Sepp Kuss, United States, Jumbo-Visma 5h
12m 6s.
2. Alejandro Valverde, Spaint, Movistar Team,
23s behind.
3. Wout Poels, Netherlands, Bahrain Victo-
rious, 1m 15s behind.
4. Ion Izagirre Insausti, Spain, Astana-Premier
Tech, 1m 15s behind.
5. Ruben Guerreiro, Portugal, EF Education-
Nippo, 1m 15s behind.
6. Nairo Quintana, Colombia, Team Arkea-
Samsic, same time.
7. David Gaudu, France, Groupama-FDJ, same
time.
8. Daniel Martin, Israel, Israel Start-up Nation,
same time.
9. Franck Bonnamour, France, B&B Hotels p/b
KTM, same time.
10. Aurelien Paret Peintre, France, AG2R Ci-
troen Team, same time.
Also
13. Neilson Powless, United States, EF Educa-
tion-Nippo, 3m behind.
97. Brandon McNulty, United States, UAE
Team Emirates, 23m 45s behind.
65. Sean Bennett, United States, Qhubeka-
NextHash, 20m 6s behind.
Overall Standings
1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team Emir-
ates, 62h 7m 18s.
2. Rigoberto Uran, Colombia, EF Education-
Nippo, 5m 18s behind.
3. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Jumbo-Vis-
ma, 5m 32s behind.
4. Richard Carapaz, Ecuador, Ineos Grena-
diers, 5m 33s behind.
5. Ben O’Connor, Australia, AG2R Citroen
Team, 5m 58s behind.
6. Wilco Kelderman, Netherlands, Bora-Hans-
grohe, 6m 16s behind.
7. Alexey Lutsenko, Kazakhstan, Astana-Pre-
mier Tech, 7m 1s behind.
8. Enric Mas Nicolau, Spain, Movistar Team,
7m 11s behind.
9. Guillaume Martin, France, Cofidis, 7m 58s
behind.
10. Pello Bilbao Lopez De Armentia, Spain,
Bahrain Victorious 10m 59s behind.

DEALS

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Placed RF Ronald Acuna
Jr. on the 60-day IL. Recalled 1B Johan Ca-
margo from Gwinnett (Triple-A East).
MIAMI MARLINS — Designated RHP Preston
Guilmet for assignment. Recalled CF Monte
Harrison from Jacksonville (Triple-A East).
NEW YORK METS — Selected the contract of
RHP Jerad Eickhoff from Syracuse. Optioned
RHPs Geoff Hartlieb and Nick Tropeano to
Syracuse (Triple-A East). Designated LHP
Stephen Tarpley for assignment.
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Placed RHP Connor
Brogdon, 3B Alex Bohm and LHP Bailer Falter
on the 10-day IL. Recalled 2B Nick Maton,
LHPs Damon Jones and Cristopher Sanchez
and RHP Mauricio Llovera from Lehigh Valley
(Triple-A East).
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Sent RHP Max Kranick
to Indianapolis (Triple-A East).
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Recalled RHP Nabil Cris-
matt from El Paso (Triple-A West). Placed RHP
Yu Darvish on the 10-day IL, retroactive to
July 9.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Recalled LHP Caleb
Baragar from Sacramento (Triple-A West). 

FOR THE RECORD

European Tour abrdn Scottish Open
The Renaissance Club, North Berwick, Scotland
Purse: $8 million
Yardage: 7,293; Par: 71
Final Round
(x-won playoff)
x-Min Woo Lee, Australia ..................................68-69-65-64—266 (-18)
Thomas Detry, Belgium .....................................66-65-68-67—266 (-18)
Matthew Fitzpatrick, England ............................66-66-67-67—266 (-18)
Lucas Herbert, Australia ....................................69-68-64-66—267 (-17)
Ryan Palmer, United States ................................66-70-67-64—267 (-17)
Ian Poulter, England............................................66-68-70-63—267 (-17)
Jon Rahm, Spain ................................................66-65-69-68—268 (-16)
Justin Thomas, United States............................65-69-70-65—269 (-15)
Johannes Veerman, United States.....................70-67-67-65—269 (-15)
Xander Schauffele, United States.......................67-70-66-67—270 (-14)
Jack Senior, England ...........................................64-67-73-66—270 (-14)
Wade Ormsby, Australia......................................67-69-66-69—271 (-13)
Matthieu Pavon, France ......................................69-69-66-67—271 (-13)
Scottie Scheffler, United States..........................72-63-67-69—271 (-13)
Richard Bland, England.......................................69-66-72-65—272 (-12)
Ross Fisher, England ..........................................70-68-68-66—272 (-12)
Richie Ramsay, Scotland......................................67-71-65-69—272 (-12)
Sam Burns, United States ...................................72-68-67-66—273 (-11)
Padraig Harrington, Ireland ................................67-68-68-70—273 (-11)
Tyrrell Hatton, England........................................69-67-72-65—273 (-11)
Matthew Jordan, England ....................................68-71-67-67—273 (-11)
Robert MacIntyre, Scotland ................................68-69-67-69—273 (-11)
Eduardo Molinari, Italy ........................................71-68-68-66—273 (-11)
Alvaro Quiros, Spain............................................66-68-70-69—273 (-11)
Justin Walters, South Africa ...............................69-67-68-69—273 (-11)
Alexander Bjork, Sweden ....................................72-68-63-71—274 (-10)
George Coetzee, South Africa............................66-66-73-69—274 (-10)
Tommy Fleetwood, England...............................66-70-68-70—274 (-10)
Alexander Levy, France ......................................70-66-68-70—274 (-10)
Adrian Otaegui, Spain .........................................68-70-65-71—274 (-10)
Matthew Southgate, England ............................69-68-68-69—274 (-10)
Matt Wallace, England........................................70-70-68-66—274 (-10)
Bernd Wiesberger, Austria .................................71-68-69-66—274 (-10)
Will Zalatoris, United States ..............................69-70-66-69—274 (-10)
Dean Burmester, South Africa .............................73-67-66-69—275 (-9)
Joakim Lagergren, Sweden ..................................68-71-67-69—275 (-9)
David Law, Scotland..............................................67-67-69-72—275 (-9)
Guido Migliozzi, Italy ............................................71-66-70-68—275 (-9)
Thomas Pieters, Belgium .....................................68-72-67-68—275 (-9)
Tapio Pulkkanen, Finland......................................69-71-69-66—275 (-9)
Aaron Rai, England ...............................................71-68-68-68—275 (-9)
Connor Syme, Scotland.........................................67-71-69-68—275 (-9)
Lee Westwood, England........................................65-67-71-72—275 (-9)
Nino Bertasio, Italy..............................................70-68-68-69—276 (-8)
Christiaan Bezuidenhout, South Africa................71-69-70-66—276 (-8)
Ryan Fox, New Zealand........................................70-70-68-68—276 (-8)
Sebastian Heisele, Germany ................................69-71-70-66—276 (-8)
Scott Hend, Austria ..............................................67-70-70-69—276 (-8)
Romain Langasque, France..................................68-70-68-70—276 (-8)
Mike Lorenzo-Vera, France..................................70-68-69-69—276 (-8)
Cormac Sharvin, Northern Ireland.......................70-66-68-72—276 (-8)
Joel Stalter, France ...............................................69-71-69-67—276 (-8)
Jeff Winther, Denmark .........................................67-72-69-68—276 (-8)

U.S. Senior Open Championship
Saturday
Omaha Country Club, Omaha, Neb
Purse: $4 million
Yardage: 6,798; Par: 70
(a)amateur
Third Round
Jim Furyk ...................................................................72-64-66—202 (-8)
Stephen Ames ...........................................................65-73-68—206 (-4)
Retief Goosen............................................................72-69-66—207 (-3)
Steve Flesch ...............................................................73-71-64—208 (-2)
Wes Short, Jr..............................................................66-75-68—209 (-1)
Mike Weir....................................................................70-71-68—209 (-1)
Kevin Sutherland .......................................................72-68-69—209 (-1)
Fred Couples ..............................................................69-71-69—209 (-1)
Fran Quinn ...................................................................68-73-69—210 (E)
Gene Sauers .................................................................71-70-69—210 (E)
Peter Fowler.................................................................71-70-69—210 (E)
Jeff Maggert ................................................................71-70-69—210 (E)
Rod Pampling ..............................................................69-72-69—210 (E)
Greg Kraft ....................................................................75-65-70—210 (E)
Bernhard Langer .........................................................71-72-68—211 (+1)
Paul Goydos .................................................................72-72-67—211 (+1)
David Toms ..................................................................70-71-70—211 (+1)
Miguel Angel Jiménez .................................................68-71-72—211 (+1)
Jerry Kelly...................................................................71-72-69—212 (+2)
Lee Janzen .................................................................69-73-70—212 (+2)
Vijay Singh..................................................................75-70-67—212 (+2)
Alex Cejka....................................................................67-74-71—212 (+2)
Bob Estes.....................................................................71-70-71—212 (+2)
Shane Bertsch ............................................................70-70-72—212 (+2)
Ted Tryba ....................................................................69-71-72—212 (+2)
Tom Lehman ...............................................................70-72-71—213 (+3)
Kent Jones .................................................................70-70-73—213 (+3)
Billy Andrade..............................................................65-75-73—213 (+3)
Marco Dawson .............................................................72-71-71—214 (+4)
Colin Montgomerie.....................................................69-74-71—214 (+4)
Ernie Els ......................................................................73-70-71—214 (+4)
Robert Karlsson..........................................................67-75-72—214 (+4)
Dicky Pride .................................................................74-70-70—214 (+4)
Jay Haas .....................................................................69-71-74—214 (+4)
Tom Byrum .................................................................70-70-74—214 (+4)
Joey Sindelar ..............................................................74-70-71—215 (+5)
Woody Austin ............................................................72-75-68—215 (+5)
Thongchai Jaidee .......................................................69-71-75—215 (+5)

LPGA Marathon Classic
Saturday
Highland Meadows Golf Club, Sylvania, Ohio
Purse: $2 million
Yardage: 6,578; Par: 71
a-amateur
Final Par Scores (called at 54 rounds due to weather)
Nasa Hataoka, $300,000..........................................61-69-64—194 (-19)
Elizabeth Szokol, $157,123 ........................................67-66-67—200 (-13)
Mina Harigae, $157,123 ............................................66-66-68—200 (-13)
Esther Henseleit, $102,205 ......................................70-64-67—201 (-12)
Yuka Saso, $63,817.....................................................71-67-64—202 (-11)
Amy Yang, $63,817 ....................................................67-70-65—202 (-11)
Austin Ernst,$63,817 .................................................69-67-66—202 (-11)
Caroline Masson, $63,817 ........................................68-68-66—202 (-11)
Stacy Lewis, $36,744 ...............................................68-70-65—203 (-10)
Brittany Lincicome, $36,744.....................................67-69-67—203 (-10)
Danielle Kang, $36,744 ............................................70-65-68—203 (-10)
Jasmine Suwannapura, $36,744 ..............................68-67-68—203 (-10)
Jennifer Kupcho, $36,744........................................69-65-69—203 (-10)
Gerina Piller, $36,744...............................................69-65-69—203 (-10)
Leona Maguire, $25,099 ...........................................69-68-67—204 (-9)
Su Oh, $25,099 ..........................................................69-67-68—204 (-9)
Ssu-Chia Cheng,$25,099...........................................66-70-68—204 (-9)
Megan Khang, $25,099 .............................................68-67-69—204 (-9)
Matilda Castren, $25,099 .........................................66-69-69—204 (-9)
Ariya Jutanugarn, $25,099 .......................................66-69-69—204 (-9)
Lauren Stephenson,$25,099.....................................65-69-70—204 (-9)
Jennifer Song, $19,444 ..............................................67-72-66—205 (-8)
Andrea Lee, $19,444 ...................................................71-67-67—205 (-8)
Inbee Park, $19,444 ....................................................71-67-67—205 (-8)
Perrine Delacour, $19,444 .........................................69-69-67—205 (-8)
Brittany Altomare, $19,444.......................................69-68-68—205 (-8)
Chella Choi, $19,444...................................................68-66-71—205 (-8)
Celine Boutier, $15,675 ...............................................71-71-64—206 (-7)
P. Thanapolboonyaras, $15,675 .................................73-68-65—206 (-7)
Esther Lee, $15,675....................................................76-64-66—206 (-7)
Alana Uriell, $15,675 ..................................................70-66-70—206 (-7)
Alison Lee, $15,675.....................................................67-66-73—206 (-7)
Sarah Schmelzel, $13,037...........................................71-70-66—207 (-6)
Carlota Ciganda, $13,037............................................70-71-66—207 (-6)
Sarah Burnham, $13,037 ............................................70-70-67—207 (-6)
Linnea Strom, $13,037...............................................68-69-70—207 (-6)
Nuria Iturrioz, $10,016 ...............................................75-67-66—208 (-5)
Mel Reid, $10,016.......................................................69-72-67—208 (-5)
Brooke M. Henderson, $10,016 .................................70-70-68—208 (-5)
Bronte Law, $10,016 ..................................................73-66-69—208 (-5)
Pornanong Phatlum, $10,016 ....................................69-70-69—208 (-5)
Yealimi Noh, $10,016 .................................................66-73-69—208 (-5)
Paula Reto, $10,016 ...................................................73-65-70—208 (-5)
Pajaree Anannarukarn, $10,016 ................................69-69-70—208 (-5)
Christina Kim, $10,016 ...............................................68-67-73—208 (-5)

PGA Tour John Deere Classic
Saturday
TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill.
Yardage: 7,268; Par: 71
Purse: $6.2 Million
Third Round
Sebastián Muñoz .......................................................63-67-67—197 (-16)
Brandon Hagy ...........................................................67-64-67—198 (-15)
Scott Brown ..............................................................69-67-63—199 (-14)
Adam Long ...............................................................70-65-64—199 (-14)
Cameron Champ ......................................................66-68-65—199 (-14)
Kevin Na ...................................................................67-66-66—199 (-14)
Ryan Moore..............................................................65-66-68—199 (-14)
Maverick McNealy....................................................71-64-65—200 (-13)
Jhonattan Vegas ......................................................67-66-67—200 (-13)
Chez Reavie .............................................................64-67-69—200 (-13)
Luke List ...................................................................66-63-71—200 (-13)
Jason Dufner............................................................68-65-68—201 (-12)
Lucas Glover .............................................................68-63-70—201 (-12)
Adam Schenk ............................................................67-64-70—201 (-12)
Brian Stuard..............................................................69-67-66—202 (-11)
Camilo Villegas ..........................................................64-71-67—202 (-11)
Rafa Cabrera Bello ...................................................70-66-66—202 (-11)
Russell Henley..........................................................67-66-69—202 (-11)
Sean O’Hair...............................................................69-68-65—202 (-11)
Patrick Rodgers ........................................................67-65-70—202 (-11)
Chase Seiffert ...........................................................68-63-71—202 (-11)
Seamus Power .........................................................68-67-68—203 (-10)
Zach Johnson...........................................................68-68-67—203 (-10)
Scott Harrington......................................................68-67-68—203 (-10)
Vaughn Taylor .........................................................69-66-68—203 (-10)
Nick Taylor ................................................................67-65-71—203 (-10)
Doug Ghim ...............................................................66-67-70—203 (-10)
Chesson Hadley .......................................................63-68-72—203 (-10)
Sungjae Im ................................................................68-67-69—204 (-9)
Steve Stricker ...........................................................70-66-68—204 (-9)
David Hearn ..............................................................70-65-69—204 (-9)
Will Gordon ...............................................................68-68-68—204 (-9)
Harold Varner III.........................................................67-67-70—204 (-9)
Rhein Gibson .............................................................69-67-68—204 (-9)
Daniel Berger ............................................................69-68-67—204 (-9)
Hank Lebioda.............................................................64-69-71—204 (-9)
Henrik Norlander ......................................................67-69-69—205 (-8)
Martin Laird ..............................................................68-68-69—205 (-8)
Patton Kizzire ............................................................69-67-69—205 (-8)
Alex Smalley ...............................................................67-67-71—205 (-8)
Jim Herman ...............................................................68-66-71—205 (-8)
Bo Hoag.....................................................................70-67-68—205 (-8)
Charles Howell III........................................................71-67-67—205 (-8)
Cameron Percy ..........................................................70-68-67—205 (-8)
Wes Roach.................................................................68-68-70—206 (-7)
Michael Gellerman .....................................................66-71-69—206 (-7)

GOLF
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The Magic have hired Mavericks as-
sistant Jamahl Mosley as their head
coach. He will replace Steve Clifford,
who parted ways after leading Orlando
for three seasons and two playoff ap-
pearances, both first-round exits. 

“We would like to welcome Jamahl
and his family to the Magic family,”

Magic President of bas-
ketball operations Jeff
Weltman said Sunday.
“Within the NBA coach-
ing community, Jamahl is
considered a rising star.
His coaching path is root-
ed in player develop-

ment. He is a communicator and con-
nector, and we look forward to him lead-
ing our group.”

The Magic went 21-51, the second-
worst record in the Eastern Conference. 

The 42-year-old Mosley spent the
last seven seasons with the Mavericks
under Rick Carlisle. He also was an as-
sistant with the Cavaliers and Nuggets.

Orlando will look to upgrade a young
roster with two lottery picks, including
the fifth overall selection, in the draft.

h As the Suns’ NBA Finals lead is
growing, their rotation could be shrink-

ing. Coach Monty Williams said Torrey
Craig’s status for Sunday’s Game 3 was
uncertain after the reserve forward hurt
his right knee during a collision with a
driving Giannis Antetokounmpo in the
third quarter of Phoenix’s 118-108 Game
2 victory over the Bucks. Phoenix al-
ready is playing without reserve for-
ward Dario Saric, who tore his right ACL
in Game 1.

Contributing: The Associated Press 

Magic hire Mavs assistant as coach
Scooby Axson
USA TODAY

Mosley

kins retired after the 2015 American
League championship series with the
Blue Jays.

Now, after being pardoned and re-
leased early from prison at 7:44 a.m. on
Feb. 5, 2020, Ronald Sewood will be to-
gether again with his big brother.

They are in Denver for Major League
Baseball’s All-Star Weekend, where
Hawkins managed the American
League in the Futures Game on Sunday
afternoon at Coors Field.

They’ll hang out during the Home
Run Derby on Monday.

They’ll sit together Tuesday and
watch the 91st All-Star Game.

And, in between, meet the game’s
biggest and greatest stars, from the past
to the future.

“Man, I can’t even express what this
means to me,” says Sewood, who is now
engaged and works at a manufacturing
company in Gary that makes seats for
SUVs. “There’s nothing I can do to make
up for lost time – and I missed a lot of
time – with my family, but this will
mean so much to both of us.

“I know how special my brother is be-
cause of all the struggles and challenges
we had growing up, but he was able to
use his talent and abilities to escape this
environment. He showed us all a way
out, not only with his ability to play
sports, but he talked to us about family
responsibilities. He was always by my
side, making sure I persevered, break-
ing that negative stigma, and being the
man I should be.

“LaTroy is not only my big brother,
he’s my hero, too.”

Hawkins never abandoned his little
brother during the past quarter-centu-
ry. He visited him several times a year,
bringing along Sewood’s two daughters
(Alaya and La’Aniiah) and their mother
(Deborah), who passed away unexpect-

edly on July, 24, 2020. They spoke sev-
eral times a week with Sewood permit-
ted 300 minutes of monthly phone ser-
vice, with no calls allowed for more than
15 minutes. Hawkins sent money every
month so his brother could use the
vending machines, along with spending
thousands of dollars for online courses,
newspapers and magazines.

“Ronald was never a bad person,”
Hawkins said. “I knew he wasn’t the
person that people said he was. He just
got in trouble with the wrong guys at the
wrong time. I never left his side. You
learn to deal with stuff, you cope with it.
I just wanted to be the most supportive
big brother I could be.

“Now, to be able to experience this
with my brother, I can’t tell you how ex-
cited I am. He never got to experience
the big-league life with me like other
brothers have, and he was such a big
baseball fan. We used to dream about
being in the big leagues together.”

Hawkins and Sewood played base-

ball together all of the time in Gary.
There were games when Hawkins
pitched and Sewood was behind the
plate at West Side High School. And
when they weren’t playing baseball or
basketball, they were watching baseball
on the family TV.

Sewood still remembers hitting his
first home run in an organized game
when he was 13, over the fence, past the
gate, and into the woods. Well, guess
who ran into the woods to find the ball
and give it to his brother for a keepsake?

There was the picture Hawkins sent
to Sewood in prison commemorating
the first time he struck out future Hall of
Famer Ken Griffey Jr., actually twice the
night of July 23, 1999, before Griffey took
him deep at the old Minneapolis Metro-
dome.

Now, they can create new memories,
take hundreds of pictures together and
reminisce about this weekend as long as
they live. They’ll be joined, too, by one of
Sewood’s best friends, Lamar Key,

who’s a police officer in Aurora, Colora-
do. Key’s mother-in-law was the school-
teacher who put a note on Hawkins’
desk in June 1991, telling him that he was
drafted in the seventh round by the
Twins.

Thirty years have passed since Haw-
kins was drafted, 24 without having Se-
wood by his side, but instead of lament-
ing the time they lost, they’re making
sure they take advantage of the years
ahead.

“There’s nothing I can do to make up
for the lost time, but I know the impor-
tance of spending time with your family,
the responsibilities, and being the man
of the household,” Sewood said. “What I
did, that mistake, cost me a lot. It was
disappointing, embarrassing, to be in-
volved with people like that. I let my
family down. It was so mentally chal-
lenging, and humbling. I struggled being
away from my family.

“But my brother, he never judged me
or looked down on me. He just told me to
keep my head up and prepare a plan for
when you get out. That’s what I’ve done.

“My brother, I want to make him
proud, because he’s the man I want to
become.”

Hawkins, who remembers the pain of
his brother not being by his side at his
wedding, missing all of the family holi-
days, with Sewood not meeting his own
grandchildren until last year, says he’ll
forever be grateful that their mom was
still alive when Sewood got out of pris-
on. Sewood was able to spend two
months living with their 94-year-old
grandfather, Eddie “Fat Sam” Williams,
who passed away in May.

“My brother still has a chance to
make an imprint on society,” Hawkins
said. “He has all of the tools, the smarts,
everything. He’s motivated to stand on
his two feet and be a productive citizen.

“He missed a long time. A long, long
time. We’re starting to make up for it.

“Two brothers sharing an All-Star
week together, how can it be better than
that?”

Nightengale
Continued from Page 1C

Ronald Sewood never got to see his brother LaTroy Hawkins, left, pitch live in a
stadium in the major leagues. LATROY HAWKINS

the tank than the other two.
Even so, here’s what Djokovic has al-

ready done:
h He’s the only man in the Open era

to win every Grand Slam twice. 
h He’s the first man in the Open era

since Rod Laver to hold all four Slam tro-
phies at once (from 2015-16) and could
complete the calendar year Slam if he
wins the U.S. Open this year. 

h He’s the only player to win every
Masters 1000 event twice. 

h He’s now spent 327 weeks ranked
No. 1, pulling well ahead of Federer’s 310,
Sampras’ 286 and Nadal’s 209. 

h He’s 27-23 in the head-to-head
against Federer and 30-28 against Na-
dal.

h He’s the only player to beat Federer
multiple times at Wimbledon and the
only player to beat Nadal multiple times
at the French Open. 

Add it all up, and the evidence is
plain to see. Although Djokovic started
well behind those two, he’s more than
erased the gap. 

“I mentioned this before many times
and I have to pay a great tribute to Rafa
and Roger,” Djokovic said during the tro-
phy ceremony Sunday. “They are leg-
ends of our sport, and they are the two
most important players that I ever faced
in my career. They are I think the reason
that I’m where I am today. They’ve
helped me realize what I need to do in
order to improve, to get stronger men-
tally, physically, tactically. When I broke
into the top 10 for the first time, I lost for
three, four years most of the big match-
es I played against these two guys.

“Something shifted at the end of
2010, beginning of 2011 and the last 10
years have been an incredible journey
that is not stopping here.”

This new reality won’t be easy for a
large number of tennis fans to embrace.
Djokovic, having come along after Fe-
derer and Nadal started winning titles
and establishing their own fan bases,

has been treated like the foil, often fac-
ing hostile crowds in big matches. Even
after one of his early-round matches at
Wimbledon, Djokovic faced an absurd
and disrespectful question about being
“the bad guy” among the trio. 

Djokovic is no bad guy. 
He may miss the mark on occasion,

like last summer when he launched the
precaution-free Adria Tour during the

COVID-19 shutdown and a bunch of
players ended up getting sick. 

He may have occasional moments of
rage on the tennis court that can be out
of place and self-destructive, like last
year at the U.S. Open when he got de-
faulted for swatting away a ball that ac-
cidentally hit a linesperson in the
throat. 

But most of what fans don’t like

about Djokovic seems pretty superficial.
In the big picture, he’s been nothing but
a positive force for the sport of tennis,
for his home country of Serbia and for
lower-ranked players who struggle to
make a living on tour. In fact, one of the
more remarkable things about Djokov-
ic’s performance this year is that he’s
done it while trying to launch the Pro-
fessional Tennis Players Association
into prominence as a political force in
the game. 

To put so much into that effort –
which really won’t benefit him person-
ally – while trying to put together a his-
toric season makes what he’s done the
last couple of months all the more im-
pressive. 

Djokovic may never be as beloved as
Federer or Nadal, but there’s nothing
left to knock him for. And it’s time that
the respect for his record goes front and
center in any discussion about the Big
Three going forward. 

About the only significant thing Djo-
kovic hasn’t done is win an Olympic gold
medal, which he will certainly be fa-
vored to do if he shows up in Tokyo this
month. If he can add that prize – and
Djokovic said after winning Wimbledon
that he’s 50-50 on playing in the Olym-
pics – and the U.S. Open, it will match
Steffi Graf ’s “Golden Slam” from 1988
and stand as the most impressive single
season in the history of the men’s game. 

At this point, it would be hard to bet
against it happening. Djokovic has sep-
arated himself from both the aging leg-
ends he’s spent a decade chasing and
the young guns like Berrettini who are
making it incrementally more difficult
to win titles but aren’t ready yet to take
the baton. 

These days, it’s still firmly in the grip
of one man whose combination of ath-
leticism, tactical strength and mental
fortitude have made him tougher to beat
at age 34 than at any time in his career. 

Djokovic’s 20th major title only
makes the inevitable official. The Grand
Slam scoreboard may show a three-way
tie, but the race for the mythical title
they’ve all been chasing is effectively
over. 

Wolken
Continued from Page 1C

BRISBANE, Australia – Evonne
Goolagong Cawley stayed up well
past her usual bedtime on Saturday
night. Not that she minded being tired
when she woke up all-too-early on
Sunday morning: Her friend and pro-
tege Ash Barty was the new Wimble-
don champion.

Barty completed a 6-3, 6-7 (4-7),
6-3 win over Karolina Pliskova in the
women’s singles final at the All Eng-
land Club on Saturday. It was just
past 1 a.m. Sunday on Australia’s east
coast when the match ended and
Goolagong Cawley and her husband,
Roger Cawley, may have woken up the
neighbors with their noisy reaction at
their home on the Sunshine Coast,
north of Brisbane.

“It was very emotional for me to be
watching Ash,” Goolagong Cawley
said. “I’m so proud of her and the way
she handles herself on and off the
court. She’s like a little sister to me, so
it seems like a family win today.”

Goolagong won Wimbledon twice,
in 1971 and in 1980. Until Barty’s vic-
tory, that had been the last time an
Australian woman won a Wimbledon
singles title.

Barty’s wins and her career have
been intertwined with Goolagong
Cawley because of their Indigenious
heritage – Goolagong Cawley is a Wi-
radjuri and Barty a Ngaragu. They’ve
known each other since Barty was 15.

“Evonne is a very special person in
my life,” said Barty, whose outfit was
a tribute to the dress Goolagong Caw-
ley wore when she won Wimbledon in
’71. “I think she has been iconic in pav-
ing a way for young indigenous youth
to believe in their dreams and to
chase their dreams. She’s done exact-
ly that for me as well.”

Mixed doubles: Desirae Krawczyk
of the USA won a second straight
Grand Slam title by beating her usual
partner in the Wimbledon final Sun-
day. Krawczyk and Neal Skupski of
Britain beat all-British duo Joe Salis-
bury and Harriet Dart 6-2, 7-6 (7-1).
Krawczyk and Salisbury teamed up to
win the French Open last month. 

“I never imagined I would win
back-to-back Grand Slam titles,” said
Krawczyk, 27. “It’s incredible.” 

Krawczyk and Skupski never faced
a break point and converted two of
the seven they created. 

Contributing: AP’s Howard Fen-
drich

Aussie legend saw
potential in Barty
Dennis Passa The Associated Press
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When Donna Russell’s own children
were growing up, she did everything she
could to participate in their schooling.
Now that the 65-year-old has custody of
her three grandchildren, she wishes she
could be the same PTA mom she was
decades ago. 

But Russell, who lives in the tiny
town of Manning, South Carolina,
doesn’t have a car. She barely scrapes by
with food stamps, Social Security and
payments from the children’s father.
Caring for the three youngsters – 2, 5
and 6 – is a full-time job and then some.
Bake sales and ice cream socials are out
of the question.

Over the past school year, Russell
found other ways to get involved. She
spent a chunk of time every day helping
her 4-year-old granddaughter Maleigha
learn letters and numbers on the com-
puter through Waterford Upstart, a pro-
gram aimed at helping kids prepare for
kindergarten. She became so invested
in Maleigha’s progress that she would
send photos to her teacher of them
working together.

All around the country, the pandemic
has upended parents’ relationships
with school, hampering their ability to
connect meaningfully with teachers
and other families. But when learning
moved online, parents got a front-row
seat to daily classroom life, providing
many of them an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to partake in their children’s edu-
cation. And they don’t want to give that
up when schools return to normal. 

During the pandemic, close to 2 in 3
parents of school-aged children became

more engaged than ever before in their
kids’ learning, according to a survey by
the National Parents Union. Roughly 8
in 10 respondents said the pandemic
opened their eyes to the inner workings
of America’s schools. 

Today, Russell considers Maleigha’s
teacher one of her best friends. The

teacher regularly visits their home to
check in. The other day, she brought
the family some milk and bread. 

It’s incumbent on schools to sustain
those newfound relationships, advo-
cates and experts say, especially with
low-income families that had little op-
portunity pre-COVID-19 to participate
in school through traditional methods. 

Family involvement 
in school works

Research shows family involve-
ment plays a key role in students’ aca-
demic achievement. Some studies
even suggest parent involvement is
one of the greatest predictors of stu-
dent success. It not only gives children
the support they need to complete 

Parents and children advocate for in-person education during the pandemic. ANNE-MARIE CARUSO/USA TODAY NETWORK

Remote learning boosts
family engagement

The pandemic has made Donna Russell more invested in the schooling of her
grandchildren, from left, Maleigha, Xavier and Paxon. PROVIDED BY DONNA RUSSELL

“When a child knows their

parent has prioritized

school, the child learns and

gets the sense that it’s an

important place to be.”
Jenni Torres
Oversees curriculum at Waterford.org, the
nonprofit behind the kindergarten-prep program
Donna Russell used with her granddaughter

Educators see a chance
to close achievement gap

Alia Wong
USA TODAY

See ENGAGEMENT, Page 2D

Patricia Smithson, 23, thought
about her aunt in New York who died
alone of COVID-19 when she decided
to get her vaccine.

Benny Romero, 24, hasn’t found the
time to get his yet and might wait a lit-
tle longer.

Gracie Poynter, 21, knows her con-
cerns about the safety of the shots
could jeopardize her job in health care. 

They’re all part of a group once con-
sidered a low priority in the nation’s
vaccine rollout: Generation Z, loosely
defined as those in their mid-20s and
younger. But now that vaccinations
are readily available to Americans 12
and older, the nation’s lagging vaccine
rate among young adults is raising
alarms.

It’s an increasingly urgent concern
as the especially-contagious delta
variant circulates in the U.S. and
schools and colleges ready for a return
to in-person classes this fall.

“Now is the window of opportuni-
ty,” Judy Klein – president of Unity

Consortium, a nonprofit that advo-
cates for vaccine protection for adoles-
cents and young adults – told USA TO-
DAY. If high rates of unvaccinated stu-
dents show up at schools, that’s a reci-
pe for coronavirus outbreaks and yet
another semester derailed by the vi-
rus, she fears.

A June U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention report found
that only about half of adults 24 and
younger were “vaccinated or definitely
planning to get vaccinated.” That re-
port called out the group’s low vaccine
rates as compared with other age
groups, but noted that a large number
of young adults hadn’t made up their
mind yet.

Smithson, a health care worker
from Orlando, Florida, was once
among them. She was wary at first
about rolling up her sleeve for the CO-
VID-19 vaccine because of its rapid de-
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Patricia Smithson, 23, overcame her
vaccine hesitancy when a number of
people in her life died from
COVID-19. PROVIDED BY PATRICIA SMITHSON
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The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention released guidance Friday
saying vaccinated teachers and stu-
dents no longer must wear masks inside
school buildings to protect against the
transmission of COVID-19.

The guidance, issued amid falling in-
fection rates and hospitalizations, rec-
ommends unvaccinated individuals, in-
cluding children, should still wear
masks and maintain 3 feet of social dis-
tancing.

Schools and state officials have been
waiting weeks for updated CDC guid-
ance, rolling out a patchwork of tenta-
tive and contradictory rules for their
own teachers and students. The CDC
guidelines are more lenient than what

some localities have established, yet fly
in the face of anti-mask legislation
passed in some conservative states.

Some local officials are likely to
change their standards in response to
the CDC’s ruling. And others will stand
firm against mask requirements – wor-
rying parents concerned about their
children’s risk of contracting COVID-19.

Some states have already dropped
their mask mandates for schools, such
as in Rhode Island. Gov. Dan McKee an-
nounced on June 30 that vaccinated
students and teachers wouldn’t be re-
quired to wear masks. 

Meanwhile, California was quick to
stand up against the CDC’s new guid-
ance, announcing that masks will be
worn when classrooms open this fall.
The decision, in part, is to “ensure that
all kids are treated the same,” whether

vaccinated or unvaccinated, the state’s
Department of Public Health said in a
statement.

Other states, such as Oregon and
New Jersey, aren’t issuing mask re-
quirements but will allow individual
school districts to determine whether
they want students to wear masks.

New York, which hasn’t said yet
whether it will require masks in schools
this fall, is allowing school districts to
determine mask usage at summer
school programs, according to a memo
from the New York Department of
Health released Thursday.

Some school districts have already
said they will require masks in the fall.
The Westbrook Public School District in
Connecticut said masks would be re-

States will vary in response to school mask update
Taylor Avery
USA TODAY

Demonstrators protest mask
requirements on March 9 outside
Flathead High School in Kalispell,
Mont. HUNTER D’ANTUONO/
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their assignments, but it also motivates
them to learn. The benefits are especial-
ly pronounced for low-income children,
research suggests. 

“When a child knows their parent has
prioritized school, the child learns and
gets the sense that it’s an important
place to be,” said Jenni Torres, who
oversees curriculum at Waterford.org,
the nonprofit behind the kindergarten-
prep program Russell used at home with
her granddaughter.

Educators recognize families play a
key role in helping them advance chil-
dren’s achievement. Yet more than half
of teachers felt ill-prepared in how to
engage parents during the pandemic, a
survey conducted by the National Asso-
ciation of Family, School and Communi-
ty Engagement found.

Only half of teacher preparation pro-
grams at colleges offer family engage-
ment courses, the association’s data
show. 

“A teacher’s number one fear of why
they will not succeed and will leave the
profession is their lack of preparation to
engage families,” said Vito Borrello,
NAFSCE’s executive director. “A crisis
doesn’t always enable them to do that.” 

Rates of family engagement in
schools remained relatively stagnant in
the decades preceding the pandemic,
with roughly three-quarters of parents
attending scheduled conferences. In
2016, according to federal data, just 43%
of parents overall volunteered or served
on a school committee, down from close
to half of them a decade prior.

Black and Hispanic families were
least likely to volunteer, at 34% and 36%
each, perhaps in part because of inflex-
ible work schedules and language barri-
ers. And low-income schools often
weren’t trying to increase family in-

volvement as much as they were work-
ing on other sorts of improvements. Pri-
or to the pandemic, just 4% of philan-
thropic money for education in the U.S.
went toward family engagement, ac-
cording to analysis by one foundation.

During the pandemic, with their un-
precedented access into classrooms,
some parents found it impossible not to
shift into helicopter mode 2.0. They in-
cessantly hovered over every aspect of
their children’s learning. But COVID-19
demonstrated that helicopter parenting
is just one form of family engagement. 

Despite the heightened attention the
pandemic brought to families’ role in
learning, just 64% of parents in a
NAFSCE summer 2020 survey said they
felt their school leaders valued their
contributions. And 57% of respondents
said they were concerned those contri-
butions won’t be valued once the pan-
demic is over. 

Advocates are working to change
that. They’re encouraging districts to
dedicate some of their recovery funds to
family engagement and, at the federal
level, pushing for the creation of a first-
of-its-kind Office of Family and Com-
munity Engagement to focus partly on
reaching families historically left out.

What schools need “isn’t just public
relations,” Borrello said. “It isn’t just tell-
ing parents what they need to do,” by
sending out newsletters and having
them sign off on homework assign-
ments. “It’s giving them a shared re-
sponsibility in student success.”

As Borrello and other advocates see
it, family involvement isn’t about talk-
ing to parents; it’s about talking with
them. 

In-person learning 
could widen gaps 

Trish Malik, the principal of Laurene
Edmondson Elementary in Loveland,
Colorado, has long recognized that
schools and families are partners.

Teachers, she says, need to be proactive
in reaching out to parents who are al-
ready juggling work and child care re-
sponsibilities, food insecurity and lack-
ing technology. 

Well before the pandemic, Laurene
Edmondson Elementary realized back-
to-school nights and one-off parent-
teacher conferences weren’t enough.
Now, at regular group meetings
throughout the year, parents convene
with teachers to establish customized
goals for students and develop strate-
gies to promote their social-emotional
development. Collectively, they look at
anonymized student data and deliber-
ate how to support children’s achieve-
ment outside the classroom. Malik had
constantly heard from parents, “I want
to help at home, but I don’t know how.”

When the pandemic arrived, the
school moved those events online, this
time placing an even greater emphasis
on students’ well-being versus academ-
ics. They held virtual gatherings to cele-
brate holidays like Día de los Muertos, or
Day of the Dead. They convened on
Zoom over slices of pie, a nod to an ini-
tiative called Parents in Education. 

Beyond that, though, Edmondson El-
ementary, where roughly 2 in 3 students
receive free or reduced-price meals,
worked to deepen relationships with its
most disadvantaged families. Rather
than distributing information through
written announcements, educators sent
out videos, sometimes daily. 

“The inequities were just slapping us
in the face,” Malik said. “We put our-
selves in parents’ shoes, thinking,
‘What would I want to know?’ ... We
didn’t wait for the questions to come up
and tried to be proactive.” And that out-
reach will continue, she said.

But advocates worry most schools’
return to in-person learning could mean
a stop to targeted family engagement.

And that may create an even wider
gap with affluent parents’ involvement.
Fewer than half of parents made adjust-

ments such as homework help or sitting
in on lessons, according to a Harris poll
published in May. 

The results suggest that for many
families, such involvement wasn’t pos-
sible, likely contributing to the wide-
spread dips in academic achievement. 

Scores of students disengaged from
remote schooling, often because their
parents weren’t at home to support
them or struggled to get information
from their teachers. Students’ grades
plummeted. 

Absent a dedicated effort to engage
parents, these disparities will only get
worse, Borrello said. “Families that
don’t have the confidence or don’t know
how to navigate (the school system)
really need their teachers to reach out.”

But access is just part of the solution. 
Schools have struggled to build trust

with families that have historically been
left out of or undervalued in school con-
versations, said Keri Rodrigues, the Na-
tional Parents Union’s founding presi-
dent. Widespread lack of trust among
such families “comes from our first-
hand experience being students in
these classrooms,” she said in a recent
forum hosted by the Carnegie Corp.

“Parents aren’t that complicated –
we’re human beings,” Rodrigues said.
“You have to be a good friend. You’ve got
to listen, and not just around the things
you feel you should get input on.”

That sense of trust and the ability to
engage virtually are what motivate Rus-
sell to continue participating. “I sit with
one ear one way and one ear the other
way,” she said, referring to the home-
work help she provides to both Ma-
leigha and her older brother simulta-
neously. “This is my full-time job.”

And the research suggests those little
moments will go a long way in helping
Russell’s grandchildren thrive in the
long run. 

“Family engagement,” Borrello said,
“is one of the greatest opportunities to
close the achievement gap.” 

Engagement
Continued from Page 1D

velopment and release.
“All of a sudden, there was this vac-

cine, out of nowhere,” Smithson said.
“And it was made in less than a year; it
was just a little bit of hesitancy about
what exactly I was putting into my
body.”

The turning point for Smithson was
the number of people in her own life
who died from COVID-19, including her
aunt, Gloria. Smithson said she realized
she “knew more people who died from
COVID than people who died that re-
ceived the vaccine.”

The memory of her aunt’s final days
is haunting: “She was in the apartment
sick for about three days before they
rushed her to the hospital,” Smithson
said. “And before they took her, they let
my uncles and my cousins know, ‘Say
your last goodbyes because this is prob-
ably the last that you’ll see her.’ And she
died not too long after that.

“She was by herself; there was no-
body with her. A good amount of the
family wasn’t even able to go to the fu-
neral because of everything that was
going on. It was pretty tragic.”

COVID-19 vaccine benefits 
vs. side effects

Smithson’s personal experience
helped ease her concerns about the vac-
cine, but millions of young Americans
remain uncertain. Experts told USA TO-
DAY young adults face a torrent of mis-
information about the vaccine from so-
cial media and a longstanding narrative
that COVID-19 primarily sickens older
adults.

And they’re being asked to make the
decision amid a dizzying return to a
more normal life as the nation largely
drops pandemic restrictions.

Poynter, who works in Indiana as a
patient care assistant, said she isn’t
against vaccinations in general. But the
COVID-19 vaccine is too new for her to
be comfortable having it in her body.

Romero, who works for UPS in Texas,
will likely get the vaccine but has decid-
ed to put it off. He likened that decision
to waiting to buy a new gaming console
– “wait a little bit until like all the bugs
were taken out.”

CDC data shows those concerns are
common: More than half of young
adults surveyed who were undecided or
likely to get vaccinated said they were
concerned about possible side effects. A
similar number said they planned to
wait to see if the vaccine is safe. 

Amy Middleman, who practices ado-
lescent medicine with the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center and
is a board member of the Unity Consor-
tium, would urge young adults with
those concerns to consider the docu-

mented health consequences of CO-
VID-19. 

“The benefits of vaccination clearly
outweigh the risks at this time,” she
said. Some of the concerns about long-
term side effects she hears from pa-
tients are rumors not supported by sci-
ence.

Young adults who have those fears
should feel confident in the “incredibly
thorough” review process for the vac-
cines and safety monitoring, Middle-
man said.

Tiffany Menendez, 24, had a similar
thought process when she decided to
get the vaccine.

The side effects she experienced
were fleeting: “I only got a little bit sick,
just for a day or two, but I hear with CO-
VID … you get sick for quite a while and
you even have side effects lingering in
your body for longer than just a week or

two, potentially for a lifetime,” Menen-
dez told USA TODAY.

“So, it’s very essential for me to get
the vaccine ... and not have that COVID
sickness in my body.”

Dr. Shira Abeles, an infectious dis-
ease specialist with University of Cali-
fornia-San Diego Health, said those
concerns are well-founded.

She remembers the horrific scenes of
people in their 30s on ventilators who
died. Others suffered “inexplicable fa-
tigue” for months.

Meanwhile, the vaccine’s side effects
can be managed with Tylenol. “It’s not
like that with COVID,” she said.

Gen Z’s ‘altruistic’ vaccine motives

Many in Gen Z are thinking about
their own health when making the deci-
sion to get vaccinated, but a regard for

the well-being of others motivates some
to get the vaccine.

Brittney Baack, an epidemiologist
and co-author of the CDC report, told
USA TODAY the study found that pro-
tecting friends and family was a top pri-
ority for young adults.

Klein said the generation’s motives
are often “altruistic.”

Ellen Murray, 23, felt the weight of
protecting her parents in Atlanta, who
are in their 60s and more vulnerable to
the virus, throughout the pandemic.
That continued even after she got vacci-
nated because of the state’s low vacci-
nation rates.

“I think the responsibility of some-
body else’s health is just a lot more
strenuous and it’s a lot more stressful to
be worried about potentially – just like a
very little mistake you make could have
extreme disastrous effects on your par-
ents’ health or your grandparents’
health,” she said.

Caroline Allen, 21, said she took every
precaution to safeguard her health and
relied on the guidance of the scientific
community to navigate the uncertainty
of the pandemic. Allen said she “wore
my mask like it was my skin,” kept her
social circle small and refrained from
buying takeout meals from restaurants.

But when she got vaccinated in Or-
lando, she wasn’t thinking of herself: “I
got it (the vaccine) for my grandmother,”
Allen told USA TODAY.

Allen’s grandmother, Dorothy, who
would have turned 100 in September,
died from COVID-19 in January. 

“She kept saying, ‘Well, I’m gonna be
first in line when they pass out those
vaccines,’ so I got it for her.”

Gen Z
Continued from Page 1D

If high rates of unvaccinated students show up at schools, that’s a recipe for coronavirus outbreaks and yet another
semester derailed by the virus, one expert said. MICHAEL CONROY/AP FILE

Caroline Allen, 21, rolled up her sleeve
for the vaccine as a dedication to her
grandmother, who died from
COVID-19. PROVIDED BY CAROLINE ALLEN

Benny Romero, 24, said he will likely
get the vaccine, but has decided to put
it off to make sure it is safe.
PROVIDED BY BENNY ROMERO
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As the delta variant of the coronavirus continues to
spread and outpace global vaccination efforts, misin-
formation surrounding the highly transmissible strain
has surfaced on social media. 

Anti-lockdown and anti-vaccine activists have
falsely claimed a spike protein of COVID-19 vaccines is
causing the delta variant and alleged that the delta
variant is part of a plan to force vaccinations on young-
er age groups. 

One post claimed the delta variant doesn’t even ex-
ist. 

A July 5 Facebook post with more than 11,000 reac-
tions includes an altered image of President Donald
Trump posing with an executive order that says, “The
Delta Variant Is Fake News.” 

Fan page Trump Talking captioned the image:
“Have you seen the latest fake news? What do you
think of it?” 

The term “fake news” has adopted an array of
meanings online, but some commenters clearly read it
in this case to be an assertion the delta variant itself is
fake. Users in the comments responded, “They are just
fueling the fire for the Democrats” and claimed the
variant was created “to keep everyone living in fear.” 

But the delta variant is a very real threat that is
dominant in some areas around the world, and health
officials agree it is the most transmissible variant of
the coronavirus to date. 

USA TODAY was unable to reach the person who
runs the Facebook page for comment.  

Delta variant is real

Delta is one of the variants of the coronavirus,
which are the result of changes to the virus’s genes.
When a virus replicates, mutations can occur in its ge-
netic material. 

The World Health Organization called the delta
variant “the most transmissible of the variants identi-
fied so far.” Since it was first detected in India in De-
cember 2020, the delta variant has been reported in at
least 98 countries. 

“There are more than two-dozen countries that
have epidemic curves that are almost vertical right
now,” Maria Van Kerkhove, technical lead at the
WHO’s Health Emergencies Program, said while dis-

cussing the delta variant at a briefing on July 7. 
In the United States, more than 51.7% of new coro-

navirus cases were linked to the delta variant over
the two weeks ending July 3, according to estimates
from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. 

Covid ActNow’s U.S. COVID-19 Risk and Vaccine
Tracker says 12 states are at high risk from the virus
due to low vaccination rates and the spread of the
delta variant. 

“The delta variant is currently the greatest threat
in the U.S. to our attempt to eliminate COVID-19,” Dr.
Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said during a press
conference in June. 

Studies have found that two doses of a COVID-19
vaccine are effective against the delta variant, how-
ever, some countries, including ones in Africa and
Europe, are experiencing a slow rollout of vaccines,
resulting in a surge of infections. 

Research suggests the delta variant is the most
transmissible of all known coronavirus variants
globally, and scientists say it spreads about 225%
faster than the original version of the virus. 

Health experts say the delta variant infections
come with the same symptoms as the original Sars-
CoV-2 virus, but they are more severe. Patients are
more likely to require hospitalization and oxygen
treatments.

Our rating: False

Data from the CDC shows the delta variant makes
up a majority of new COVID-19 cases in the U.S., and
the variant has been detected in at least 98 countries.
Health officials and experts have acknowledged the
presence of the delta variant and warned about its
rapid spread.

Our fact-check work is supported in part by a
grant from Facebook.

FACT CHECK

The CDC says the delta variant is linked to over half of recent new cases. PROVIDED BY THE WHITE HOUSE

Delta variant is real
and highly contagious
McKenzie Sadeghi
USA TODAY

“The delta variant is currently the

greatest threat in the U.S.”
Dr. Anthony Fauci
Director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, in June

Forty-two states saw an increase in COVID-19
cases last week from the week before, a sign that the
pandemic is not yet over in the United States.

Only Alaska, Delaware, Iowa, Maine, Pennsylva-
nia, Rhode Island, South Dakota and West Virginia
saw a decline in cases from the previous week over
the seven-day period that ended Saturday.

The rate of vaccinations has slowed, and fewer
than half of all Americans, 47.9%, are fully vaccinat-
ed, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

CDC director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said more
than 99% of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. in June were
among unvaccinated people. In addition, prelimi-
nary data indicates that over the past six months,
nearly all of the COVID-19 deaths in various states
have occurred in unvaccinated people, she said.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, a top Biden administration ad-
viser, said Sunday that it was “horrifying” to see peo-
ple at the Conservative Political Action Conference
cheering because the government has not been able
to get more of the country vaccinated.

“They are cheering about someone saying that it’s
a good thing for people not to try and save their lives,”
Fauci said. “It’s almost frightening.”

The U.S. has had more than 33.8 million confirmed
COVID-19 cases and more than 607,000 deaths, ac-
cording to Johns Hopkins University data. 

The global totals: more than 186 million cases and
more than 4 million deaths. 

White House calls out critics 
of door-to-door vaccine push

For months, the Biden White House refrained
from criticizing Republican officials who played
down the importance of coronavirus vaccinations or
sought to make political hay of the federal govern-
ment’s all-out effort to drive shots into arms. 

Not any longer. 
With the COVID-19 vaccination rate plateauing

across the country, the White House is returning fire
at those it sees as spreading harmful misinformation
or fear about the shots. When South Carolina Gov.
Henry McMaster tried this week to block door-to-
door efforts to drive up the vaccination rate in his
state, White House press secretary Jen Psaki did not
mince words in her reaction.

“The failure to provide accurate public health in-
formation, including the efficacy of vaccines and the
accessibility of them to people across the country, in-
cluding South Carolina, is literally killing people, so
maybe they should consider that,” she said.

Common colds making a return

After a historically mild flu season, a resurgence of
common colds and other common viruses in New
Jersey signals what might be in store for the rest of
the country as pandemic restrictions continue to be
eased.

While influenza and respiratory syncytial virus
dipped to record lows during the pandemic, the state
health department in New Jersey said the overall lev-
el of respiratory viruses has been “higher than would
typically be expected for this time of year.”

“We’re in a different world now,” said Dr. Ashwin
Jathavedam, an internist with Leonia Medical Asso-
ciates and chief of infectious diseases at Englewood
Health. “Most of these are mild infections, things
that, pre-pandemic, you wouldn’t have thought twice
about.”

Increased testing to rule out the coronavirus has
detected viruses that previously might have been
shrugged off. And the relaxation of social-distancing
requirements and reduction of mask-wearing have
brought back conditions that enable viruses to flour-
ish. 

The CDC recently alerted health officials in South-
ern states about reports of increasing respiratory in-
fections outside the normal fall and winter season.

Couples flock to Las Vegas to tie the knot 

Thousands of couples are flocking to Las Vegas as
the pandemic wanes and vaccinations increase. And
with COVID-19 restrictions on large gatherings loos-
ened, Las Vegas wedding chapels, venues and plan-
ners said they’re about as busy as ever.

After 30 years of marriage, Don and Cindy Couse
made the cross-country trip from New York to renew
their wedding vows at the Graceland Wedding Cha-
pel. Friends and family back home watched and
cheered through Zoom during the ceremony. The two
met in Albany, New York, in 1971 in kindergarten and
have had a bond ever since. The trip was good timing
for couple, who are both 51 and work in IT. 

“Really, it was just great to be back out doing
things,” she told the Las Vegas Review-Journal, part
of the USA TODAY Network.

Other top headlines

h A small but worrisome coronavirus cluster has
been linked to the Southern Baptist Convention’s an-
nual meeting in Nashville in June. About eight to 10
infections have been detected. 

h The Navajo Nation’s largest casino is preparing
to reopen Monday for the first time since the pan-
demic began. The Twin Arrows Resort Casino east of
Flagstaff has been closed since March 2020.

Contributing: John Bacon, Mike Stucka, The Asso-
ciated Press
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42 states see
rising cases;
Fauci blasts
vaccine critics

quired for students and staff during a Board of Educa-
tion meeting on June 8.

Districts such as Westbrook may reevaluate in light
of the new guidance. But states that have banned
mask mandates of any kind are unlikely to conform to
the new CDC recommendation.

In Iowa, for example, Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a
bill May 20 that said school districts cannot require
students or staff to wear masks. Two days prior, Texas
Gov. Greg Abbott signed an executive order banning
mask mandates by all government entities, including
school districts. Legislators in Arizona passed a state
budget banning mask mandates at public schools and
universities.

Still, some said the CDC guidelines were too lenient.
“At this point in time I believe everyone interacting

with children at schools should be wearing masks re-
gardless of vaccination status,” Dr. Brandon Brown, an
epidemiologist at the University of California, River-

side, told USA TODAY in an email.
Some parents expressed anger or fear at the guid-

ance, many questioning the safety of school for chil-
dren under 12, a group that isn’t eligible to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine.

“My kid is under 12, so we’re just going to put her at
risk then?” tweeted @StLuGal. “CDC is pissing me
off.”

“We live in Texas where masks are optional, incl in
schools,” tweeted @StilettoJen. “I’m so nervous
about the variants and my unvaccinated 9 year old. ...
My anxiety is through the roof.”

Contributing: Erin Richards, USA TODAY; The As-
sociated Press

Masks in schools
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“Everyone interacting with children at

schools should be wearing masks

regardless of vaccination status.”
Dr. Brandon Brown
Epidemiologist at the University of California, Riverside
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Two-thirds of California taxpayers
still await COVID-19 stimulus checks
announced by Gov. Newsom about two
months ago – and they likely will have
to wait longer.

The checks are part of an extension
of the Golden State Stimulus program,
which originally distributed $3.8 bil-
lion to low-income residents in the
form of one-time payments of $600,
according to the nonprofit Cal Matters.
This second set of stimulus checks
would provide a one-time payment of
$600 to middle-class residents earn-
ing up to $75,000, as well as a $500
check to qualifying residents with de-
pendents.

The program’s extension comes
from Newsom’s $100 billion California
Comeback Plan – the largest economic
recovery package in the state’s history,
according to the governor’s official
website. Newsom said the state’s bud-
get surplus of $75.7 billion would go to-
ward expediting the state’s pandemic
recovery – bringing “California roaring
back” – by addressing core issues such
as economic relief, homelessness and
housing affordability, infrastructure
and public education.

“$600 checks are coming to 2/3 of
Californians. And if you have a kid, you
can benefit from an additional $500,”
Newsom said on Twitter on May 11.

Newsom acknowledged at the time
that the proposal required approval
from the state legislature to go into ef-
fect. But he got that when the Califor-
nia legislature approved a $262.6 bil-
lion state budget at the end of June,
which included the distribution of the
Golden State Stimulus checks.

However, that has been the last ma-
jor development in the effort to expand
the Golden State Stimulus. Newsom
has yet to sign the budget into law, ac-
cording to the state budget’s official
website, preventing stimulus checks
from going out to residents.

Daniel Tahara, a public information
officer from the California Franchise
Tax Board, a state tax collection agen-
cy, said the governor’s authorization of
the budget is critical in moving for-
ward.

“FTB’s role is to administer the tax
laws,” Tahara wrote in an email to USA
TODAY. “The second Golden State
Stimulus program doesn’t become an
official tax law until the governor signs
the budget.”

Newsom hasn’t said why he hasn’t
signed the budget into law. Grace Pap-
ish, a communications assistant for
Newsom, said the governor’s office
doesn’t “typically comment on pend-
ing legislation” and will provide more
information “once the budget is final-
ized.”

“The second set of Golden State
Stimulus checks is still a proposal and
part of the budget that is yet to be
signed,” Newsom’s press office wrote
in an email to USA TODAY. “Once the
budget is signed, the second round of
the stimulus checks can start rolling
out.”

Tahara said the agency continues to
monitor the budget’s status and ex-
pects payments to start going out in
September. Tahara said this estimated
timeline is based on the amount of
time it took to process the first set of
Golden State Stimulus checks.

Daniel J.B. Mitchell, an economics
expert and professor from the Univer-
sity of California Los Angeles, said
pandemic-aid programs put a logisti-
cal strain on the state system that can
create delay in doling out other gov-
ernment benefits, such as the Golden
State Stimulus checks.

Mitchell said another factor influ-
encing the delay may be a lack of effec-
tive management at the state govern-
ment level. Mitchell said California
policymakers don’t have the best track
record when it comes to implementing
policy, which can complicate the exe-
cution of certain policy items.

“California is good at creating pol-
icies, but sometimes not so good at
managing (and/or) administering
them,” Mitchell said. “Policymakers
often don’t have a lot of experience in
management and may not always un-
derstand the complexities of actually
delivering services.”

Millions in
California
still await
stimulus
Governor announced
payments in May

Edward Segarra
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON – The Biden ad-
ministration will avoid the arrest of
pregnant, nursing or postpartum un-
documented immigrants, the latest
move by the president to unwind his
predecessor’s hardline immigration
policies. 

The policy, outlined in a July 1 me-
mo signed by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement Acting Director
Tae Johnson, says ICE generally won’t
detain or arrest “individuals known to
be pregnant, postpartum or nursing
unless release is prohibited by law or
exceptional circumstances exist.” 

In the limited circumstances that
pregnant immigrants are detained – if
an individual “poses an imminent risk
of death, violence or physical harm” –
officials should monitor and ensure

they receive medical attention, mental
health services and pre- or postnatal
care, the new policy states. The gender
neutral language in the memo is intend-
ed to acknowledge that transgender
men can given birth, according to a sen-
ior administration official. 

The directive reverses a 2017 policy
by former President Donald Trump, who
ended the Obama-era practice of only

detaining pregnant immigrants under
extraordinary circumstances. 

The number of arrests of pregnant
immigrants soared 80% in 2018, a sharp
increase from the number of pregnant
women who were detained during the
last year of the Obama administration,
according to a Government Account-
ability Report issued last year. The re-
port found that ICE detained pregnant
women more than 4,600 times between
2016 and 2018.

The new memo extends exemptions
to individuals who gave birth within a
year and women who are nursing, which
can be longer than a year. 

Use of restraints on pregnant indi-
viduals in ICE custody is largely prohib-
ited, including during transport, at a de-
tention facility or outside a medical fa-
cility, the policy says. 

Eunice Cho, senior staff attorney
with the National Prison Project of the
American Civil Liberties Union, called
the order a “step in the right direction.” 

Contributing: Daniel Gonzalez, Ari-
zona Republic

Biden to ICE: Avoid arrests
of pregnant immigrants
Nursing, postpartum
also among excluded

Courtney Subramanian
USA TODAY

Pregnant women sit with their families
while waiting to board a U.S. Customs
and Border Protection bus on April 13.
JOHN MOORE/GETTY IMAGES

CHICAGO – Amid a dramatic rise in
hate crimes against Asian Americans
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
governor of Illinois signed a law Friday
requiring public schools to teach a unit
of Asian American history – a move
education experts said is the first of its
kind nationwide.

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed the
Teaching Equitable Asian American
Community History (TEAACH) Act,
which mandates “a unit of instruction
studying the events of Asian American
history, including the history of Asian
Americans in Illinois and the Midwest,
as well as the contributions of Asian
Americans toward advancing civil
rights from the 19th century onward.”

The units are required by the start
of the 2022-2023 school year.

“No state has ever done this,” said
Sohyun An, a professor of elementary
and early childhood education at Ken-
nesaw State University in Georgia. “It
is a watershed moment in history in
terms of teaching Asian American his-
tory in K-12 schools.”

Illinois state Rep. Jennifer Gong-
Gershowitz, a third-generation Chi-
nese American who co-sponsored the
bill, said it “helps create a more inclu-
sive and comprehensive understand-
ing of American history for all students
in Illinois and helps fight anti-Asian
racism and xenophobia.”

“For the 100,000 Asian American
K-12 students in Illinois, it ensures
they see themselves accurately repre-
sented,” she said in a statement this
year. “Asian American history is Amer-
ican history.”

Gong-Gershowitz said her grand-
parents came to the USA in the 1920s,
but it wasn’t until law school that she
first learned about the Chinese Exclu-
sion Act signed in 1882 that restricted
immigration for decades and the in-
ternment of Japanese Americans dur-
ing World War II.

“The TEAACH Act will ensure that
the next generation of Asian American
students won’t need to travel across
the county or attend law school to
learn something about their heritage,”
Gong-Gershowitz said.

TEAACH Act becomes law

Stewart Kwoh, co-founder of the
Asian American Education Project,
called the Illinois bill a “pace-setting
legislative measure.” About 10 states
are considering something similar, he
said.

“There’s a national movement to
pass some kind of ethnic studies.
There’s a struggle in terms of how the
ethnic studies will be presented,”
Kwoh said. “The schools are being
forced to catch up to the interest.”

Some states consider mandating
“traditional ethnic studies programs,”
such as a semester-long course on
Asian American and Pacific Islander
history, Kwoh said. Others are focused
on integrating Asian American history
into American history courses or offer-

ing shorter survey courses on various
groups.

Oregon mandates an ethnic studies
component in all grades, which incor-
porates Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander content, according to Ting-Yi
Oei, director of the Asian American
Education Project. In California, an eth-
nic studies model curriculum was ap-
proved by the Board of Education in
March, but no implementation plan for
the state as a whole exists – it’s to be de-
termined by local educational authori-
ties, Oei said.

Anti-Asian crimes spike

Lawmakers and activists have long
called for public education dedicated to
the history of Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders, but the push gained in-
creased attention amid the rise in hate
crimes committed against those com-
munities during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

The group Stop AAPI Hate collected
reports of more than 6,600 hate inci-
dents – which include both crimes and
incidents of violence or discrimination
– from March 2020 through March 2021.
That month, a gunman fired on Atlanta-
area spas, killing eight people, including
six women of Asian descent. 

In the first quarter of 2021, there was
a more than 164% increase in anti-Asian
hate crime reports to police in 16 major
cities and jurisdictions compared with
last year, according to a report from the
Center for the Study of Hate and Ex-
tremism at California State University,
San Bernardino.

In the spring of 2020, the nonprofit
Asian Americans Advancing Justice
Chicago responded to the rise in anti-
Asian violence by launching a campaign
to include Asian American history in
schools, according to Grace Pai, the
group’s executive director.

“We’ve seen examples in the Chicago
area of people harassed or attacked be-
cause of their perceived identities, and I
think everybody feels the need of some-
thing like this to address the root of the
violence,” Pai said.

Kwoh’s nonprofit Asian American

Education Project spun out of the group
Asian Americans Advancing Justice last
year. The project offers more than 50
lesson plans for teachers and started
hosting free teacher training.

Asian American historical figures

Illinois public school students spoke
at the signing ceremony Friday about
their experiences growing up without
the kind of curriculum the TEAACH Act
aims to provide.

Kiana Yoshiko Kenmotsu, a fourth-
generation Japanese American and
high school senior, said her advanced
placement U.S. history class held a
mock trial on the internment of Japa-
nese Americans.

“I was incredulous when my class-
mates staunchly believed that my Korea
War veteran grandfather, 442nd Re-
giment great uncle and thousands of in-
nocent Americans were rightfully incar-
cerated,” Kenmotsu said.

Laura Houcque Prabhakar, a former
student and now educator in Illinois
public schools, said she wasn’t able to
learn about her family history at home
“due to refugee trauma.” With little
sense of history to help ground her iden-
tity, Houcque Prabhakar said, she strug-
gled at a young age with what it meant
to be Asian American.

“I don’t remember ever learning
about Asian American historical figures
or about Southeast Asian refugees like
my own family, who survived the Khmer
Rouge genocide. What I do remember is
feeling a lack of pride in my heritage,”
said Houcque Prabhakar, a community
leader with the Cambodian Association
of Illinois.

She said, “The implementation of
this bill will help us take actionable
steps forward in acknowledging the hu-
manity and diversity of our historically
excluded communities.”

In May, President Joe Biden signed
the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, which
aims to speed up the review of pandem-
ic-related hate crimes and provide
grants to states to improve hate crime
reporting. Rep. Grace Meng, D-N.Y.,
wrote the legislation.

Ill. moves against racism, hate
State mandates teaching
Asian American history

Grace Hauck
USA TODAY

Illinois state Rep. Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz says the bill she co-sponsored
“helps create a more inclusive and comprehensive understanding of American
history ... and helps fight anti-Asian racism and xenophobia.” JUSTIN L. FOWLER/AP
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News from across the USA

ALABAMA Montgomery: A state
agency says it will work with private
groups to encourage more elderly and
disabled people to get vaccines for
COVID-19, which is on the rise as the
state’s inoculation rate trails the U.S. 

ALASKA Juneau: A state court judge
is set to hear arguments Monday in a
lawsuit challenging the constitution-
ality of a voter-approved initiative
that would end party primaries in
Alaska and institute ranked-choice
voting in general elections. 

ARIZONA Phoenix: Gov. Doug Ducey
has signed legislation banning state
or local governments from requiring
training in “critical race theory” and a
bill that will allow small-business
owners to avoid paying a voter-ap-
proved 3.5% income tax surcharge to
boost school funding. He also signed
a measure that tightens the state’s
sex education law and requires par-
ents to give permission for instruc-
tion that includes the U.S. Supreme
Court ruling legalizing gay marriage. 

ARKANSAS Little Rock: State Police
on Friday handed over to prosecutors
the results of the agency’s investiga-
tion into a deputy’s fatal shooting of
a white teenager, Hunter Brittain,
that has drawn the attention of civil
rights activists nationwide.

CALIFORNIA Burbank: Batman’s
secret cave, Harry Potter’s cupboard
under the stairs and the apartment
from “Friends” are major center-
pieces to a huge studio lot expansion.
Warner Bros. Studio Tour Hollywood
recently reopened more than a year
after doors were shuttered because of
the pandemic. 

COLORADO Durango: A 10-year-old
died of plague in La Plata County,
San Juan Basin Public Health said
Friday. Colorado Department of Pub-
lic Health and Environment and
health officials are investigating. 

CONNECTICUT Hartford: State em-
ployee union leaders are suing to stop
Gov. Ned Lamont’s order to have
workers return to the office now that
much of the state has emerged from
the pandemic, accusing him of vio-
lating prior telework agreements
reached with the unions and ignoring
the benefits of working from home.

DELAWARE Lewes: More than 111
years after it sank off the coast and
43 years after divers found and looted
it, researchers can finally – and offi-
cially – say where the USS Nina is
located and why the U.S. Navy
steamer built in the 1860s likely sank.
A two-day mission led by University
of Delaware oceanographer Dr. Ar-
thur Trembanis used the school’s
new autonomous underwater vehicle
to help identify the sunken ship. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Washing-
ton: With more homicides so far in
2021 than by this same time in 2020
and carjacking incidents skyrocket-
ing, the police department is trying to
get a handle on the crimes by getting
back to the basics of community
policing. D.C. police officers in the 4th
District have been hitting the streets,
knocking on doors and starting con-
versations, WUSA-TV reports. 

FLORIDA St. Petersburg: Red tide
could cause people along parts of the
Gulf Coast to experience respiratory
irritation, health officials warned. 

GEORGIA Atlanta: The Biden admini-
stration’s decision to reevaluate
Georgia’s plan to overhaul how resi-
dents buy health insurance under the
Affordable Care Act came as a “sur-
prise” and suggests it wants to revisit
the plan’s approval, which is not al-
lowed, Gov. Brian Kemp’s office said. 

HAWAII Honolulu: To protect historic
lands at Puuhonua o Honaunau Na-
tional Historic Park from invasive
goats, officials will distribute at least
700 animals to the public in a lottery. 

IDAHO Boise: Gov. Brad Little on
Friday mobilized the Idaho National
Guard to help fight wildfires amid an
ongoing drought and extreme heat. 

ILLINOIS Springfield: Visitors to this
year’s Illinois State Fair will be able to
visit one of the nation’s historic high-
ways with the creation of the Route
66 Experience. The multiyear project
will turn the Springfield fairgrounds’
Gate 2 into a year-round destination
for visiting a microform of the Mother
Road in the state. 

INDIANA Bunker Hill: Six inmates
are alleging in lawsuits that they
were kept in near-total darkness for
weeks at a time and suffered electric
shocks from exposed, dangling wires
at a state prison. 

IOWA Ventura: Five local boys have
spent their time this summer help-
ing close to 200 turtles safely cross
the road running between a marsh
wildlife area and Clear Lake, the
Mason City Globe Gazette reports. 

KANSAS Cheney: A farmer has
invented robots that can behead
weeds and reduce pesticide use.
Clint Brauer uses the weeding bots
on other farmers’ soybean crops and
hopes to work with sorghum, cotton
and possibly canola farmers.

KENTUCKY Frankfort: The state
Capitol is open again for visitors,
with new security regulations in
place, including measures detailing
the types of masks allowed – visi-
tors can’t bring them from home –
but still allowing people to carry any
gun, with certain limits on ammuni-
tion and how firearms are secured. 

LOUISIANA Lake Charles: The
state’s newest food trail has the
quirky name No Man’s Land: Gas
Station Eats. No Man’s Land was
one of the names for a buffer zone
between U.S. and Spanish territo-
ries for about 13 years after the Lou-
isiana Purchase. The food trail is
starting with three stops in each of
seven southwest Louisiana par-
ishes, The American Press reports. 

MAINE Bangor: The state is nearly
tripling the number of acoustic
shark detectors in coastal waters a
year after its first fatal shark attack. 

MARYLAND Towson: Mobile crisis
teams in Baltimore County respond
to fewer than half of calls to help
people having mental health crises.
But a pilot program funded by a
$1.6 million federal grant aims to
add more behavioral health profes-
sionals and set up a system to redi-
rect some 911 calls away from police,
The Baltimore Sun reports. 

MASSACHUSETTS Plymouth: Ar-
chaeologists combing a hill near
Plymouth Rock where a park will be
built in tribute to the Pilgrims and
their Native American predecessors
discovered it’s not the first time the
site has been used as a memorial.
David Landon of the University of
Massachusetts-Boston’s Fiske Cen-
ter for Archaeological Research said
his team unearthed a cache of per-
sonal items he thinks were buried in
the 1800s, likely by a brokenhearted
settler who outlived all her children. 

MICHIGAN Lansing: The state Su-
preme Court on Friday reaffirmed an
earlier decision that could lead to
the repeal of a law Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer used to order restrictions
related to the coronavirus last year. 

MINNESOTA Minneapolis: As shots
stagnate, the state is planning to
close all but one of its COVID-19
mass vaccination sites by Aug. 7. 

MISSISSIPPI Greenwood: The Jus-
tice Department is continuing its
investigation into the killing of Em-
mett Till, the Black teenager whose
slaying 65 years ago in the Mis-
sissippi Delta community of Money
sparked outrage and illustrated the
brutality of racism in the segregated
South. Relatives of Till said they
didn’t know of anyone in the family
who’d received official notification
that the review had ended, a key
step in the department’s process. 

MISSOURI Jefferson City: Three of
top health officials said Friday that
trusted local leaders and communi-
ty representatives must be the pri-
mary influencers in the state’s ef-
forts to reduce a surge in COVID-19
cases. Republican Gov. Mike Parson
said last week that he does not sup-
port a suggestion from the Biden
administration that government
employees go door-to-door to urge
people to get vaccinated. 

MONTANA Helena: Gov. Greg Gian-
forte has discontinued Montana’s
membership in a coalition of two
dozen states dedicated to fighting
climate change. The U.S. Climate
Alliance is a nonpartisan group
committed to achieving the goals of
the 2015 Paris Agreement. 

NEBRASKA Omaha: Roughly 200
people were possibly exposed to a
rabid bat while staying overnight at
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and
Aquarium, the zoo said. 

NEVADA Reno: The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy has agreed to pay
the state $65,000 after the govern-
ment mislabeled and mischarac-
terized low-level radioactive waste
shipped to a disposal site north of
Las Vegas for more than five years.

NEW HAMPSHIRE Concord: A coun-
cil tasked with addressing broad
issues around housing affordability
and stability in the state seeks to
increase housing availability by
13,500 units by 2024, according to
its plan released Friday.

NEW JERSEY Seaside Heights: Gov.
Phil Murphy signed a package of
bills Friday aimed at moving the
state closer to its goal of generating
100% of its power from clean sourc-
es by 2050. The measures make it
easier to develop some solar energy
projects and to locate and build
electric vehicle charging stations. 

NEW MEXICO Santa Fe: Republican
lawmakers are asking the state at-
torney general to weigh in on a
spending dispute with the Demo-
cratic governor over $1.75 billion in
federal pandemic relief aid. 

NEW YORK Albany: The state is
seeing an uptick in COVID-19 cases
as vaccination rates slowly rise,
data released Saturday shows.
About 525 people a day tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus in New York
for the seven days through Friday, a
42% increase from the prior week. 

NORTH CAROLINA Fayetteville:
Fayetteville State University has
used pandemic relief funds to clear
$1.6 million in tuition debt for nearly
1,500 students. 

NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck: A net-
work and technology services pro-
vider says it’ll invest $200 million to
upgrade and expand its fiber net-
work in the state. Midco said it’s
part of a larger $500 million in-
vestment to its network in the up-
per Midwest that will benefit tele-
health, education, government op-
erations and remote working. 

OHIO Rootstown: An Ohio State
Highway Patrol trooper successfully
performed the Heimlich maneuver
after a man allegedly attempted to
swallow a bag of cannabis when he
was pulled over for speeding. He
was cited and released at the scene.

OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City: Health
officials on Friday urged more resi-
dents to get vaccinated amid an
alarming spike in new COVID-19
cases and hospitalizations, especially
in the northeastern part of the state. 

OREGON Pendleton: Dozens of baby
hawks, desperate to escape a blast of
early summer heat in recent weeks,
bailed from their nests and plummet-
ed to the ground. Calls poured into
Blue Mountain Wildlife day after day
as temperatures pushed beyond 110
degrees across the area. Lynn Tomp-
kins told the East Oregonian that she
hadn’t seen anything like it in her 30
years as director of the wildlife reha-
bilitation center outside Pendleton. 

PENNSYLVANIA Pittsburgh: The
Carnegie Museum of Natural History
has returned to public view a 19th-
century diorama that shows lions
attacking a camel and its human
rider, about a year after covering it up
in response to complaints about how
the courier was depicted and the use
of an actual human skull and jaw.

RHODE ISLAND Providence: Gov.
Dan McKee has vetoed legislation
that would make property owners
register with the state before listing
short-term rentals through online
lodging websites, to the chagrin of
some concerned about the unregulat-
ed nature of the industry.

SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia: Con-
servationists have pulled a rare, his-
toric canoe, possibly 200 to 250 years
old, from the Chattooga River and
plan to put it on display.

SOUTH DAKOTA Sioux Falls: Two
Native Americans announced Thurs-
day that they were joining a lawsuit
against South Dakota alleging that
state agencies failed to offer voter
registration services.

TENNESSEE Nashville: A federal
judge on Friday halted enforcement
of a new state law requiring busi-
nesses to post special signs if they
allow transgender people to use the
bathroom of their choice. 

TEXAS Austin: A Houston man who
received widespread attention after
standing six hours in line to cast a
ballot in the 2020 Democratic presi-
dential primary was in jail Friday on
charges that it was illegal for him to
vote at all because he was on parole.
Andre Segura, an attorney for the
ACLU of Texas who is representing
Hervis Rogers, said his client did not
know he was ineligible to vote. 

UTAH Milford: Researchers at the
Utah-based FORGE lab are working
on technology to create geothermal
reservoirs almost anywhere in the
world, KUER reports. Geothermal
power already exists but currently
makes up just 0.4% of energy pro-
duction in the U.S. 

VERMONT Winooski: The state is
undergoing a pandemic-related liquor
shortage, regulators say, leading to
empty shelves in some stores and
warehouses, WCAX-TV reports. 

WASHINGTON Tacoma: A federal
jury has convicted a timber thief who
authorities said started a large forest
fire three years ago in a case that
prosecutors said marked the first
time tree DNA had been introduced
in a federal trial. 

WEST VIRGINIA Charleston: Gov. Jim
Justice called on Saturday for the
resignation of a lawmaker who post-
ed a sexually explicit TikTok video to
his public account. State Del. Joe
Jeffries was stripped of a committee
assignment Friday after word spread
of the social media posting, according
to a statement from House Speaker
Roger Hanshaw, who called his fellow
Republican an “embarrassment.” 

WISCONSIN Madison: A bishop has
taken the unusual step of removing a
priest from the ministry after he
made a series of divisive remarks
about politics and the pandemic. The
Diocese of La Crosse said in a state-
ment Friday that Bishop William
Patrick Callahan has issued a decree
immediately removing the Rev.
James Altman as pastor of St. James
the Less.

WYOMING Gillette: A rancher who
was pinned by an all-terrain vehicle
survived on beer and bottled water
for two days. Frank Reynolds, 53, was
trying to round up a cow and calf on
a neighbor’s pasture outside Gillette
when the vehicle tipped over on him
July 4, Reynolds told the Gillette
News Record. 

From USA TODAY Network and
wire reports

HIGHLIGHT: VIRGINIA

A flatbed truck carries a statue of Gen. Robert E. Lee on Saturday. GETTY IMAGES

Charlottesville: Cheers erupted Saturday as a Confederate statue that towered
for nearly a century over downtown was carted away by truck from the city
where it had become a flashpoint for racist protests and deadly violence. It was a
day of palpable joy and immense relief for scores of residents and visitors who
lined neighboring streets to watch the larger-than-life figure of Gen. Robert E.
Lee as it was hoisted from its pedestal and taken – at least for now – to storage.
Work to remove Lee’s statue, as well as one of Confederate Gen. Thomas “Stone-
wall” Jackson shortly after, proceeded peacefully and without interruption. 



6D ❚ MONDAY, JULY 12, 2021 ❚ USA TODAY NEWS

One day after extreme heat
smashed records across Western
states, Sunday was expected to bring
another round of all-time high temper-
atures.

A bit of relief – ever so slight for
some – is around the corner Monday
for the 5 million people withering un-
der a heat wave that gripped the West
this weekend, AccuWeather senior
meteorologist Tyler Roys said. 

This summer’s blistering temper-
atures are a side effect of the droughts
the West experienced last fall, Roys
told USA TODAY, and they aren’t di-
rectly linked to climate change. 

“It’s not unusual to have heat waves
in this area, and there’s been a drought
since October,” Roys said. “Most
places are getting 50% of their normal
rainfall.”

As the ground grows drier, the hot-
ter temperatures rise, which creates a
positive feedback loop that fuels the
heat, Roys said. 

Saturday, daily records were broken
across California, Nevada and Arizona,
and extreme heat extended into Idaho
and the interior parts of the Pacific
Northwest. 

AccuWeather expected the temper-
ature in Death Valley to reach 129 de-
grees Sunday, which would tie for the
daily record high. Death Valley hit the
same temperature Saturday. The
world record high is 134 degrees.

Forecasters called for Las Vegas to
hit another all-time high, as it did Sat-
urday with a temperature of 117 de-
grees.

On Saturday, St. George, Utah, also
hit 117, setting another tie for an all-
time high, according to the National
Weather Service in Salt Lake City.

In California, the daily record high
was expected to be broken in Fresno
with a forecast of 113 degrees. A maxi-
mum high was possible in Bakersfield,
according to the National Weather
Service in Hansford. 

Even when the temperatures cool
somewhat this week, Death Valley will
still hover around 120-125 degrees,
which is 4-8 degrees above the average
temperature for this time of year, ac-
cording to AccuWeather. 

Las Vegas should cool to 100 to 110,
which is close to the 104-degree aver-
age for this time of year. Temperatures
in Fresno are expected to drop slightly
to the low hundreds, only a few de-
grees above normal. 

The cold fronts on their way to
break the heat are low-pressure
weather systems that will move across
Montana into Monday, Roys said. An-
other wave of cool air will arrive off the
Northern Plains on Monday and Tues-
day. 

Sporadic monsoonal storms in Ari-
zona and parts of New Mexico will be-
come more regular and widespread, he
said.

An initial heat wave that hit the
Northwest a few weeks ago brought
the hottest June on record since 2015
for California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona
and Idaho. 

Relief in
sight for
heat-plagued
Western US
Expert links high temps
to last fall’s droughts

Kate Mabus
USA TODAY

Athlete Sam Richardson uses a
UV-blocking umbrella while
speed-walking in Los Angeles on
Wednesday. DAMIAN DOVARGANES/AP

PLAINS, Ga. – Former President Jim-
my Carter on Saturday turned to his wife
Rosalynn and thanked her for 75 years
of marriage, telling her that she’s always
been right for him.

“I want to express particular grati-
tude for being the right woman that I
chose for my wife,” Carter said at a 75th
wedding anniversary celebration in his
hometown of Plains, Georgia. About
300 friends and family members at-
tended the event at Plains High School,
part of which was livestreamed.

Rosalynn Carter, sitting by his side,
recounted how she didn’t care for dating
young men while growing up and never
thought she’d get married.

“I didn’t know how to talk to them; I
didn’t want to go out with them,” she
said. She added that she used to urge
her mother to tell suitors calling for her
on the phone that she wasn’t around.

“And then, along came Jimmy Carter,
and my life has been an adventure ever
since,” she said.

In a recent interview, the 39th presi-
dent told The Associated Press that the
couple’s marriage is “a full partnership.”

The two met in Georgia when Jimmy
Carter, at the time a young midshipman,
was home from the U.S. Navy Academy.
His younger sister set him up on a date

with Rosalynn, who was a family
friend who already had a crush on the
future Georgia governor and U.S.
president.

The two were married on July 7,
1946, in Plains, a town of fewer than
1,000 residents.

Their anniversary is the most re-
cent milestone for the longest-married
presidential couple in American histo-
ry. Rosalynn Carter is 93. The former
president, at 96, is the longest-lived of
the 45 men who’ve served as chief ex-
ecutive.

Those who attended Saturday’s cel-
ebration included former President
Bill Clinton and former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, along with U.S.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Country
music stars Trisha Yearwood and
Garth Brooks; and media business-
man Ted Turner also attended, the
Carter Center said in a statement.

Carter, wearing a dark suit jacket
with a yellow flower on the chest,
closed his brief remarks with six sim-
ple words to those gathered: “I love you
all very much.”

Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter
celebrate ‘adventure’ of 75 years
About 300 friends, family
attend livestreamed bash

Former President Jimmy Carter and his wife, former first lady Rosalynn Carter, sit together during a reception to
celebrate their 75th wedding anniversary on Saturday in Plains, Ga. PHOTOS BY JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

Amy Carter arrives for a reception to
celebrate the 75th wedding
anniversary of her parents, Jimmy
Carter and Rosalynn Carter.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON – The acting head of
the Food and Drug Administration on
Friday called for a government investi-
gation into highly unusual contacts be-
tween her agency’s drug reviewers and
the maker of a controversial new Alz-
heimer’s drug.

Dr. Janet Woodcock announced the
extraordinary step via Twitter. It’s the
latest fallout over last month’s approval
of Aduhelm, an expensive and un-
proven therapy that the agency OK’d
against the advice of its own outside ex-
perts.

Woodcock made the request to the
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices’ inspector general, the watchdog
agency that oversees the FDA and other
federal health agencies. The move
comes after numerous calls for a probe
into the approval from medical experts,
consumer advocates and members of
Congress. Two congressional commit-
tees have already launched their own
review.

“We believe an independent assess-
ment is the best manner in which to de-
termine whether any interactions that
occurred between the manufacturer
and the agency’s review staff were in-
consistent with FDA’s policies and pro-
cedures,” Woodcock wrote on Twitter.
Biogen pledged to cooperate with the in-
quiry.

Last month, the health news site Stat
reported on the unusually close collabo-
ration between Aduhelm drugmaker
Biogen and FDA staff. In particular, the
site reported an “off-the-books” meet-
ing in May 2019 between a top Biogen
executive and the FDA’s lead reviewer
for Alzheimer’s drugs.

The meeting came after Biogen
stopped two studies because the drug
didn’t seem to slow the disease as in-

tended. Biogen and the FDA began rean-
alyzing the data together, concluding
the drug may actually work. The col-
laboration ultimately led to the drug’s
conditional approval two years later, on
the basis that it reduced a buildup of
sticky plaque in the brain that is thought
to play a role in Alzheimer’s disease.

FDA interactions with drug industry
staff are tightly controlled and almost
always carefully documented. It’s un-
clear if the May 2019 meeting violated
agency rules. 

When Biogen and FDA brought the
drug before the FDA’s panel of outside
advisers in November, the group was
nearly unanimous in urging its rejec-
tion. 

The FDA isn’t required to follow the
group’s advice. And the FDA lead staff
reviewer – who had been working with
Biogen for months on the drug’s data –
called it “exceptionally persuasive,”
“strongly positive” and “robust.”

The consumer advocacy group Public
Citizen called for an investigation into
the collaboration after the November
advisory meeting. The group’s health
director Dr. Michael Carome welcomed
Woodcock’s request for an inquiry.

“We’re pleased to see that belatedly
she has made this request that should
have been made months ago,” Carome
said. “The signs of an inappropriate col-
laboration have been clear to us since

November.”
The FDA has faced intense backlash

since approving the drug, which costs
$56,000 a year and requires monthly
IVs. 

Three of the FDA advisers who op-
posed the drug resigned over the deci-
sion. Among other issues, they pro-
tested that the agency did not disclose
that it was considering approving the
drug on a conditional basis, based on
its effect on brain plaque, rather than
any actual benefit to patients. Adu-
helm is the first Alzheimer’s drug ap-
proved in that manner.

“I think all the different parts of the
decision are worthwhile for an inde-
pendent investigation,” said Harvard
University researcher Dr. Aaron Kes-
selheim, one of the three advisers who
resigned. “The trust that we have in
FDA’s ability to make independent de-
cisions is very important.”

On Thursday, the FDA took the un-
usual step of vastly scaling back pre-
scribing information on the drug. The
agency and Biogen announced the
new label would recommend that it
only be given to patients with mild or
early-stage Alzheimer’s. That came af-
ter many doctors criticized the original
label as too broad, because it said the
drug could be given to anyone with
Alzheimer’s.

Aduhelm hasn’t been shown to re-
verse or significantly slow the disease.
But the FDA said that its ability to re-
duce clumps of plaque in the brain is
likely to slow dementia.

More than two dozen other drugs
have previously tried that approach
without yielding positive results. Bio-
gen is required to conduct a follow-up
study to definitively answer whether it
really works. Other Alzheimer’s drugs
only temporarily ease symptoms.
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