At the outset of this chapter, the field of graphetics and its three subdisciplines—productional graphetics, descriptive gra​phe​tics, and perceptual graphetics—as well as the distinction between signal and symbol graphetics are described (Section 3.1). Next, core structural questions of graphetics are addressed (Section 3.2). In this context, a definition of scripts as visual inventories is provided and the basic units of graphetics—the concrete graph and the abstract basic shape—are introduced. Furthermore, important aspects of the visual organisation of writing as well as several attempts at segmenting basic shapes into constituent parts are discussed. The following section (Section 3.3) is then devoted to handwriting and typography, the two central ways in which writing is materialised, and addresses the most important concepts and questions in their analysis. Finally, Section 3.4 opens up the perspective of emergent literacy research by exemplarily investigating the gra​phe​tic features children pick up on in the first stages of literacy acquisition.  
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